
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 156, Pt. 5 6095 April 22, 2010 
put the D.C. House voting rights bill on 
a must-pass bill. The Senate did not 
agree, so I spent months trying to ne-
gotiate a compromise that would have 
left at least some of D.C.’s gun laws in-
tact. 

Finally, and reluctantly, I agreed to 
the same amendment that passed the 
Senate to, in fact, alter the District’s 
gun laws, but I had a set of strategies 
for returning the District’s public safe-
ty laws. 

However, we were hit with a new over 
the top revised gun amendment that 
gun forces sprung on us that was worse 
than anything we could have imagined. 
Ultimately, people would have been al-
lowed to carry guns in the Nation’s 
capital. The city could not prohibit 
guns in its own publicly owned build-
ings. Owners of residential and com-
mercial property could not ban guns in 
their own property to those who rent 
or lease. 

We expect the gun forces to return. 
We are ready for them. For the sake of 
post-9/11 Washington and hometown 
D.C., they must not succeed in over-
turning the public safety gun laws of 
the Nation’s capital. I promise you 
this, we will redouble our efforts to fi-
nally give the American citizens who 
pay taxes at a rate of second per capita 
in the United States, the citizens who 
live in our own capital, the vote in 
Congress they have sought for two cen-
turies and that every American who 
believes in the founding principles of 
the Framers and our country know 
must have. Let’s do it, and let’s do it 
this year. 
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CONGRATULATING JOETEN ENTER-
PRISES ON ITS 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Northern Mariana Islands 
(Mr. SABLAN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the shareholders, man-
agement, and employees of a very spe-
cial family-owned business in the 
Northern Mariana Islands as they cele-
brate their company’s 60th anniver-
sary. Joeten Enterprises, Inc., or sim-
ply Joeten as it is known to local resi-
dents, began with Jose Camacho 
Tenorio and his wife Soledad Duenas 
Takai selling beer and soft drinks to 
soldiers and sailors from Saipan right 
after World War II. Joeten and Daidai, 
as everyone called the Tenorios, gradu-
ally grew their quintessential mom and 
pop operation into a diversified, multi-
million-dollar corporation. Today 
Joeten Enterprises encompasses not 
only retail shopping outlets but also 
wholesale, shipping and stevedoring, 
car dealership and auto service, hotel, 
real estate, construction and material 
supply, hardware, insurance, bakery 
and deli businesses. They have hun-

dreds of employees, including many 
that have been a part of the company 
for decades. 

It is difficult to imagine our prin-
cipal island of Saipan 60 years ago. The 
war had destroyed virtually all of the 
physical and commercial infrastruc-
ture. Residents found some work with 
the U.S. military or lived on govern-
ment handouts. So for newlyweds 
Joeten and Daidai to take the great en-
trepreneurial leap of faith and open a 
corner grocery store in the village of 
Chalan Kanoa was a significant step 
not only in their own lives but in the 
reconstruction of the island economy. 

Joeten and Daidai sacrificed much 
and worked long hours to build their 
small business. Joeten was lucky 
enough to have a government job, but 
he was constantly networking, plan-
ning, and then carefully executing a 
variety of adaptations and expansions 
to grow the business. Daidai supervised 
the store during the day, balancing the 
books, while caring for and feeding the 
couple’s growing family. The four 
daughters and two sons of Joeten and 
Daidai—Annie, Clarence, Norman, Pa-
tricia, Frances, and Priscilla—began 
their own education in business at an 
early age right there in the store. 
Their parents’ example and tough but 
caring attitude taught the children to 
work hard to get what they wanted 
from life. They learned that personal 
discipline was key to success. And as 
each of the children grew, they took on 
their own increasingly important roles 
in the burgeoning Joeten Enterprises. 

Joeten passed on in 1993, Daidai in 
2008. But their six children continue to 
run the many businesses their parents 
began. The children of Joeten and 
Daidai share their parents’ values with 
their own children, so the lessons 
Joeten and Daidai imparted continue 
to be practiced by a third generation of 
entrepreneurs. 

As retold by the Tenorio children and 
grandchildren, one of the most impor-
tant of these lessons was that to a 
large degree the company’s success is 
the result of the teamwork of the com-
pany’s loyal and dedicated managers 
and employees. 

In that spirit, we salute them all— 
owners, managers, employees. Hand in 
hand, may they continue to prosper in 
the next decade, guided by the vision 
and spirit of the company’s founding 
couple, Joeten and Daidai. 
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FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed a 
bill of the following title in which the 
concurrence of the House is requested: 

S. 3244. An act to provide that Members of 
Congress shall not receive a cost of living ad-
justment in pay during fiscal year 2011. 

HEALTH CARE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. BURGESS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. BURGESS. I thank the minority 
leader for allowing me to speak this 
afternoon during the leadership hour. 
It is always a significant event to be 
asked to speak during the leadership 
hour, and I certainly appreciate the 
confidence shown in me by the leader-
ship. 

This afternoon I thought we’d talk a 
little bit more about the health care 
bill that was passed by this House last 
month because it is an important sub-
ject and one that continues to cause 
problems across the country. Almost 
anyplace you go, people want to ask 
you questions about, Why did you do 
this bill, and what does it mean for me, 
and what can I expect going forward? 

Mr. Speaker, I know I need to confine 
my comments to the Chair, and I will 
do so. But if I were to be able to speak 
to people directly, I would encourage 
them to look at a health care policy 
Web site that my office maintains. It’s 
called the Congressional Health Care 
Caucus, healthcaucus.org. This Web 
site chronicles many of the debates and 
discussions that occurred over the last 
14 or 15 months, encapsulating the gen-
esis of this health care bill that was 
passed last month. And really with the 
passage of the bill, the health care 
issue does not go away. We simply 
move into the second part of what is 
going to be the health care discussion 
because after all, even as we speak, 
just down the hill at the Department of 
Health and Human Services, they are 
busily working and hiring people, peo-
ple who are going to be writing rules, 
writing regulations, and really dic-
tating the policies that will direct 
health care in this country not just 
through election day, not just through 
election day 2012, but literally through 
the lives of the next three generations 
of Americans. 

So this is an important concept, and 
people do need to pay attention. As the 
rules are written over at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
there will be periods open for comment 
on that public rulemaking process, and 
people need to visit Web sites such as 
healthcaucus.org or the Health and 
Human Services Web site to familiarize 
themselves with the rules as they are 
being written. If you get the mental 
picture of some central planner moving 
data points around on a big map or 
graph, that’s probably the right mental 
image to have right now with where we 
are with this health care bill. 

Let’s talk just a little bit about how 
we got to where we did with the pas-
sage of the bill. The recognition after 
the presidential election of 2008 that 
health care was going to be a big part 
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