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She has received many awards in-

cluding the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom Award, the Congressional Gold 
Medal Award. I was proud to join my 
Senate colleagues on sponsoring a Sen-
ate resolution honoring the life and 
legacy of Dr. Height. She will be great-
ly missed and her legacy will live on in 
the women she inspired. 
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AMERICAN CITY QUALITY MONTH 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize April as the 22nd 
Annual National American City Qual-
ity Month. Led by the National League 
of Cities, the U.S. Conference of May-
ors, American City Planning Directors’ 
Council/American City Quality Foun-
dation, Urban Land Institute, City 
Planning and Management Division of 
the American Planning Association, 
International City/County Manage-
ment Association, American Public 
Transportation Association, American 
Society of Landscape Architects and 
others, this valuable program brings 
together a wide range of public and pri-
vate partners. Their efforts dem-
onstrate what it takes to plan and de-
velop better quality communities ad-
dressing vital issues including land use, 
building design, transportation, hous-
ing, parks and recreation, energy effi-
ciency, economic development, envi-
ronmental protection, sustainability 
and livability. 

City planners across my State of 
Maine and throughout the Nation are 
calling on public and private sector 
leaders to commit to preparing, adopt-
ing and implementing a nationwide 
better quality communities plan that 
will lead to better planning, redevelop-
ment and development of our Nation’s 
cities and surrounding regions. This is 
essential to accommodate U.S. Census 
projected population growth of about 
30 million by the year 2020 and 100 mil-
lion within 30 to 40 years. This is the 
equivalent of building eleven cities the 
size of Chicago. Also, it will help to 
create jobs, stop urban sprawl, guide 
billions of dollars of investment to im-
prove communities while lowering gov-
ernmental operating expenses and 
taxes. 

This public-private partnership is 
necessary to meet the growing need for 
higher quality, more energy efficient 
and sustainable housing, buildings, 
public transportation, infrastructure, 
agriculture, and industry. All citizens 
are urged to get involved by contacting 
their community planners. I applaud 
these collaborative efforts to improve 
urban and rural communities across 
our Nation. 

This collaborative planning works. 
Just last year, Forbes Magazine named 
Portland, ME, my State’s largest city, 
as the most livable city in America. In 
addition, Portland’s busy Commercial 
Street was voted as one of the coun-
try’s great streets by the American 

Planning Association. The trans-
formation of Portland did not happen 
by accident. It is the result of citizens 
and organizations working together. 
American City Quality Month cele-
brates this effort. This year our Gov-
ernor, John Baldacci, proclaimed April 
as American City Quality Month. 
Other Governors and officials are in-
vited to do the same. 
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RECOGNIZING MIDDLEBURY 
COLLEGE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I speak 
often about the excellent higher edu-
cation opportunities that are available 
in Vermont. Today, I want to honor 
Middlebury College for a new business 
venture that builds upon its academic 
reputation in foreign languages. 

A small, liberal arts school of 2,400 
students, located in Addison County, 
Middlebury is a campus that is rooted 
in Vermont’s rich culture, while chart-
ing the way forward to the future. 
From using wood chips to heat and 
cool buildings across the campus, to 
local food initiatives, to recycling 
building materials, students, faculty 
and staff use creativity and build on a 
tradition of excellence in helping to 
take the college to the next level. 

This week, Middlebury College was 
hailed as one of the Nation’s top 
‘‘green colleges’’ in a new ranking by 
the Princeton Review. And a recent ar-
ticle in the New York Times described 
the college’s new and innovative busi-
ness partnership to develop an online 
language program for precollege stu-
dents. Already well known for its in-
tensive summer language programs, 
Middlebury will be able to broaden its 
reach and impact by bringing a lan-
guage program directly into the homes 
of American students wanting to learn 
new languages. 

The Internet has emerged as a sig-
nificant learning tool, and connecting 
students with language instruction on 
the Web is a wonderful academic idea 
as well as an innovative business ini-
tiative. 

I know that Middlebury College will 
continue to be a leader in academic in-
novation, and I wish them the best in 
their new endeavor. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the New York Times article, 
‘‘Middlebury to Develop Online Lan-
guage Venture,’’ be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, Apr. 13, 2010] 

MIDDLEBURY TO DEVELOP ONLINE LANGUAGE 
VENTURE 

(By Tamar Lewin) 

Middlebury College, a small Vermont col-
lege known for its rigorous foreign-language 
programs, is forming a venture with a com-
mercial entity to develop online language 
programs for pre-college students. The col-

lege plans to invest $4 million for a 40 per-
cent stake in what will become Middlebury 
Interactive Languages. 

The partnership, with the technology- 
based education company K12 Inc., will allow 
Middlebury to achieve two goals, said Ronald 
D. Liebowitz, the president of the college: It 
will help more American students learn for-
eign languages, an area in which they lag far 
behind Europeans; and it will give 
Middlebury another source of revenue. 

‘‘We wanted to do something about the 
fact that not enough American students are 
learning other languages, and it’s harder for 
students if they don’t learn language until 
college,’’ Mr. Liebowitz said. ‘‘It is also my 
belief, and I think our board’s belief, that 
finding potential new sources of revenue is 
not a bad thing. By doing what we’re doing 
with this venture, we hope to take some 
stress off our three traditional sources of 
revenue—fees, endowment and donations.’’ 

Middlebury, a 2,400-student liberal-arts col-
lege with an endowment of more than $800 
million, has offered summer immersion lan-
guage classes for almost a century, and now 
teaches 10 languages in those programs at its 
campus and, as of last year, some at Mills 
College in Oakland, Calif. 

Partnerships between universities and 
commercial entities have become increas-
ingly common in recent years, but the 
Middlebury venture is unusual in that it ties 
the college’s academic reputation in foreign 
languages to a third-party vendor. Moving 
into such an uncharted area carries risks, 
education experts said. 

‘‘These partnerships are starting as ways 
for colleges, which may feel themselves cash- 
strapped, to make some bucks,’’ said Philip 
G. Altbach, the Monan professor of higher 
education at Boston College. ‘‘I have prob-
lems with the whole thing, particularly for a 
place like Middlebury, which has a reputa-
tion as one of the best liberal-arts colleges in 
the country, and for doing a very good job 
with languages. They should protect that 
brand. They are not known for online pro-
grams, and to jump in to the deep end of the 
swimming pool, with a for-profit, is in my 
view dangerous.’’ 

Mr. Liebowitz said that although the move 
carried risks, so, too, does inaction. ‘‘The 
way I see it, to retain our leadership in the 
teaching of foreign language, we have to 
evolve with the times,’’ he said. ‘‘And where 
things are going, in terms of access and edu-
cation, is online.’’ 

In 2008, Middlebury joined with the Mon-
terey Institute of International Studies, a 
California graduate school, to start the 
Middlebury-Monterey Language Academy, 
an intensive language-immersion summer 
program for students in grades 8 through 12. 
That program, which will expand to new 
sites in the new venture, offers four-week 
residential sessions at Green Mountain Col-
lege in Vermont, Oberlin College in Ohio, Po-
mona College in California, and Bard College 
at Simon’s Rock in Massachusetts. 

Middlebury has also expanded its aca-
demic-year study-abroad sites, the C. V. 
Starr-Middlebury Schools Abroad, to 35 cit-
ies across 14 countries. Almost half the stu-
dents at those sites now come from other 
colleges. 

A hallmark of Middlebury’s language 
schools has been a formal pledge to speak 
only the language of study during the ses-
sion. 

Of course, online programs cannot rep-
licate the immersion experience. 

The online expertise for the venture will 
come from K12, a publicly traded company 
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