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Whereas abusive head trauma, including 

the trauma known as Shaken Baby Syn-
drome, is recognized as the leading cause of 
death among physically abused children; 

Whereas Shaken Baby Syndrome can re-
sult in loss of vision, brain damage, paral-
ysis, seizures, or death; 

Whereas medical professionals believe that 
thousands of additional cases of Shaken 
Baby Syndrome and other forms of abusive 
head trauma are being misdiagnosed or left 
undetected; 

Whereas Shaken Baby Syndrome often re-
sults in permanent and irreparable brain 
damage or death of the infant and may re-
sult in extraordinary costs for medical care 
during the first few years of the life of the 
child; 

Whereas the most effective solution for 
preventing Shaken Baby Syndrome is to pre-
vent the abuse, and it is clear that the mini-
mal costs of education and prevention pro-
grams may avert enormous medical and dis-
ability costs and immeasurable amounts of 
grief for many families; 

Whereas prevention programs have dem-
onstrated that educating new parents about 
the danger of shaking young children and 
how to protect their children from injury 
can significantly reduce the number of cases 
of Shaken Baby Syndrome; 

Whereas education programs raise aware-
ness and provide critically important infor-
mation about Shaken Baby Syndrome to 
parents, caregivers, childcare providers, 
child protection employees, law enforcement 
personnel, health care professionals, and 
legal representatives; 

Whereas National Shaken Baby Syndrome 
Awareness Week and efforts to prevent child 
abuse, including Shaken Baby Syndrome, are 
supported by groups across the United 
States, including groups formed by parents 
and relatives of children who have been in-
jured or killed by shaking, whose mission is 
to educate the general public and profes-
sionals about Shaken Baby Syndrome and to 
increase support for victims and their fami-
lies within the health care and criminal jus-
tice systems; 

Whereas 20 States have enacted legislation 
related to preventing and increasing aware-
ness of Shaken Baby Syndrome; 

Whereas the Senate has designated the 
third week of April as ‘‘National Shaken 
Baby Syndrome Awareness Week’’ each year 
since 2005; and 

Whereas the Senate strongly supports ef-
forts to protect children from abuse and ne-
glect: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the third week of April 2010 

as ‘‘National Shaken Baby Syndrome Aware-
ness Week’’; 

(2) commends hospitals, childcare councils, 
schools, community groups, and other orga-
nizations that are— 

(A) working to increase awareness of the 
danger of shaking young children; 

(B) educating parents and caregivers on 
how they can help protect children from in-
juries caused by abusive shaking; and 

(C) helping families cope effectively with 
the challenges of child-rearing and other 
stresses in their lives; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States— 

(A) to remember the victims of Shaken 
Baby Syndrome; and 

(B) to participate in educational programs 
to help prevent Shaken Baby Syndrome. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 498—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2010 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVEN-
TION MONTH’’ 
Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 

DODD) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 498 
Whereas, in 2008, approximately 772,000 

children were determined to be victims of 
abuse or neglect; 

Whereas, in 2008, an estimated 1,740 chil-
dren died as a result of abuse or neglect; 

Whereas, in 2008, an estimated 80 percent of 
the children who died due to abuse or neglect 
were under the age of 4; 

Whereas, in 2008, of the children under the 
age of 4 who died due to abuse or neglect, the 
majority were under the age of 1; 

Whereas abused or neglected children have 
a higher risk in adulthood for developing 
health problems, including alcoholism, de-
pression, drug abuse, eating disorders, obe-
sity, suicide, and certain chronic diseases; 

Whereas a National Institute of Justice 
study indicated that abused or neglected 
children— 

(1) are 11-times more likely to be arrested 
for criminal behavior as juveniles; and 

(2) are 2.7-times more likely to be arrested 
for violent and criminal behavior as adults; 

Whereas an estimated 1/3 of abused or ne-
glected children grow up to abuse or neglect 
their own children; 

Whereas providing community-based serv-
ices to families impacted by child abuse or 
neglect may be far less costly than— 

(1) the emotional and physical damage in-
flicted on children who have been abused or 
neglected; 

(2) providing to abused or neglected chil-
dren services, including child protective, law 
enforcement, court, foster care, or health 
care services; or 

(3) providing treatment to adults recov-
ering from child abuse; and 

Whereas child abuse or neglect has long- 
term economic and societal costs: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2010 as ‘‘National Child 

Abuse Prevention Month’’; 
(2) recognizes and applauds the national 

and community organizations that work to 
promote awareness about child abuse or ne-
glect, including by identifying risk factors 
and developing prevention strategies; 

(3) supports the proclamation issued by 
President Obama declaring April 2010 as ‘‘Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month’’; and 

(4) should— 
(A) increase public awareness of prevention 

programs relating to child abuse or neglect; 
and 

(B) continue to work with the States to re-
duce the incidence of child abuse or neglect 
in the United States. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to 
submit a resolution recognizing Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. I am honored 
to be joined by a longtime advocate of 
children, Senator DODD, in turning a 
spotlight on the issue of child abuse 
and neglect in this country. Senator 
DODD and I share a common belief that 
children should be valued and nurtured 
by both their families and the larger 
family of humankind. 

The effort to address child abuse 
transcends ideological and partisan 

lines. This is not a Democratic or Re-
publican issue—this is an American 
issue—one that we can’t wish away, 
but that we must face head on and 
work to eradicate. 

Abuse of children occurs in all seg-
ments of our society, in rural, subur-
ban, and urban areas and among all ra-
cial, ethnic, and income groups. Ac-
cording to the 2008 Child Maltreatment 
Study compiled by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
during 2008, an estimated 772,000 chil-
dren were determined to be victims of 
abuse or neglect, and an estimated 
1,740 children died as a result. 

My home State of Maine is mourning 
the death of 15-month old Damien 
Lynn, who was allegedly murdered by 
his mother’s boyfriend. Autopsy re-
ports show that little Damien had bro-
ken bones and ribs, head and abdom-
inal injuries, and a human bite mark 
on his right arm. It is in Damien’s 
memory, and that of the thousands of 
children who are abused and neglected 
each year, that I come to the floor 
today. 

The time has come for Americans to 
unite in an all-out effort to eradicate 
child abuse. Child Abuse Prevention 
Month is an opportunity for commu-
nities across the country to keep chil-
dren safe, provide the support families 
need to stay together, and raise chil-
dren and youth to be happy, secure, 
and stable adults. 

To paraphrase Mahatma Gandhi, 
‘‘You can judge a society by how they 
treat their weakest members.’’ This 
resolution is sad commentary that we 
have to do more to protect those who 
are in the dawn of life, the most vul-
nerable among us, our children. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 499—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF WORLD MALARIA 
DAY, AND REAFFIRMING UNITED 
STATES LEADERSHIP AND SUP-
PORT FOR EFFORTS TO COMBAT 
MALARIA AS A CRITICAL COMPO-
NENT OF THE PRESIDENT’S 
GLOBAL HEALTH INITIATIVE 

Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. SPEC-
TER, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. INHOFE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 499 

Whereas April 25th of each year is recog-
nized internationally as World Malaria Day; 

Whereas malaria is a leading cause of 
death and disease in many developing coun-
tries, despite being completely preventable 
and treatable; 

Whereas, according to the World Health 
Organization, 35 countries, the majority of 
them in sub-Saharan Africa, account for 98 
percent of global malaria deaths; 

Whereas young children and pregnant 
women are particularly vulnerable and dis-
proportionately affected by malaria; 
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