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openings for black pilots; however, a year 
later, the NAACP filed a race-discrimination 
lawsuit and the War Department set up an ex-
perimental program to train African American 
airmen. 

Mr. Watson completed this program, which 
was based at Tuskegee Army Air Field in Ala-
bama, as a fighter pilot and participated in 
nearly 40 flight missions during World War II. 
He retired from the military in the 1960s and 
worked as an affirmative action specialist for 
the Federal Aviation Administration. He contin-
ued to lecture into his 90s about his experi-
ences as a military and civil rights pioneer. 

Over the past 20 years, Mr. Watson traveled 
the country attending air shows and speaking 
about the all-black flight program. In 1997, 
Congress honored graduates of the Tuskegee 
program with the Congressional Gold Medal— 
the Nation’s highest civilian award. 

While at Tuskegee, Mr. Watson met Edna 
Webster, a civilian employee at the airfield, 
and they were married on December 17, 
1943. The couple had five children and spent 
nearly 50 years as a resident of Westbury, 
Long Island. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great admiration, 
pride and respect that I acknowledge the ac-
complishments of Lieutenant Colonel Spann 
Watson and thank him and his family for a life-
time of civil service to our country. 
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Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a distinguished cit-
izen of Kansas City, Kansas, who celebrates 
her 100th birthday today. 

Myrtle E. Green Thatcher was born in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, on April 22, 1910, to 
Embridge and Eliza Green. She is a lifelong 
resident of Kansas City, where she graduated 
from Northeast Junior High School and Sum-
ner High School. She was married for over 50 
years to Nathan W. Thatcher, Jr., the third son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan W. Thatcher, Sr., who 
was general manager of Thatcher Funeral 
Home, which is the oldest black family-owned 
funeral home in the State of Kansas. The 
business began operation in April 1912, at 
1520 North 5th Street, founded by Mr. and 
Mrs. Nathan W. Thatcher, Sr. 

In 1979, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Thatcher, Jr., 
affectionately known as Myrtle and ‘‘Snooks’’, 
remodeled the building. In the following year, 
Nathan died, leaving the family business in the 
capable hands of their only child, Quintelle 
Thatcher Davis, who guided the business until 
finally succumbing after a hard fought battle 
with cancer in 2007. 

Myrtle E. Thatcher has been active in the 
business for over 50 years. A licensed funeral 
director, she’s been a member of the Missouri- 
Kansas Funeral Directors Association, the Na-
tional Funeral Directors and Embalmers Asso-
ciation, and other professional groups. She’s 
been a member of Pleasant Green Baptist 
Church for over 50 years and is a charter 

member of Alice M. Browne Chapter #40 of 
the Order of the Eastern Star. The recipient of 
numerous community service and professional 
awards through the course of her career, she 
is still serving our community, along with the 
excellent leadership of her grandson, Robert 
Davis, the fourth generation of her family to 
join the business, where he serves as general 
manager, funeral director and embalmer. 

This family business will be 98 years old 
this month. As Myrtle maintains, they will con-
tinue to follow founder Nathan Thatcher, Sen-
ior’s, practice of following the Golden Rule: do 
unto others as they do unto you. And Myrtle 
will continue to be very proud of her family, 
which includes five great grandchildren and 
three grandchildren: Judy Easterwood, who 
lives with her husband Robert in Kansas City, 
Kansas; Robert Davis, and Associate Pro-
fessor Jacquelyn Hams, the chair of the de-
partment of earth science and anthropology of 
Los Angeles Valley College. 

Madam Speaker, I know that you and all 
members of the House of Representatives join 
with me in paying tribute to Myrtle E. Thatcher 
upon her 100th birthday. 
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Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 marked the observ-
ance of National Equal Pay Day—a time to 
celebrate the women who have blazed trails 
for gender equality, reflect on the progress 
that has been made since the Equal Pay Act 
and recommit ourselves to closing the wage 
gap between women and men. 

When the Equal Pay Act became law in 
1963, women who worked full-time, year- 
round made 59 cents on average for every 
dollar earned by men. That figure only went 
up to 77 cents for every dollar earned by men 
in 2008. It is unconscionable that more than 
40 years later, women continue to be paid 
less for performing the same job as their male 
colleagues. Equal Pay Day reminds us of the 
need to recommit to ending the injustice of 
wage discrimination. 

Last year, one of the first major bills signed 
into law by President Obama in January 2009, 
was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act which re-
stores the right of women and other minorities 
to challenge unfair pay in court. Specifically, 
the bill overturned a 2007 Supreme Court de-
cision that made it much harder for women 
and other minority groups to pursue pay dis-
crimination claims. As long as workers file 
their charges within 180 days of a discrimina-
tory paycheck, their claims for a remedy will 
be considered timely. 

In January 2009, the House of Representa-
tives also passed the Paycheck Fairness Act 
which closes the loopholes in the Equal Pay 
Act and imposes penalties on employers who 
discriminate based on gender. We look for-
ward to working with the Senate to complete 
this bill and send it to the President’s desk. 

Pay inequity is not just an issue that im-
pacts women; families, communities, and our 

entire economy suffer because of this injus-
tice. Our Nation is still recovering from an eco-
nomic recession and thousands of Americans 
continue to struggle to make ends meet. We 
should not allow pay inequity to exacerbate 
our economic challenges. 

Let us reaffirm our commitment to elimi-
nating this inequality so that we can truly 
achieve equal pay for equal work. 
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Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the nearly 100 World War II veterans 
from Southwest Florida traveling to Wash-
ington, DC on the Honor Flight on Saturday, 
April 24, 2010. 

Since its inception in 2005, Honor Flight has 
flown tens of thousands of World War II vet-
erans to our nation’s capital to view the World 
War II Memorial. Thanks to the generosity of 
thousands of volunteers and businesses 
around the country, these heroes have an op-
portunity to visit the Memorial that was built to 
honor their service to our great nation. 

I would like to recognize the following men 
and women from Southwest Florida who are 
taking the Honor Flight to Washington, DC: 
Kurt Boenker, Fred Warner, Vincent Marinera, 
Carl Price, Joseph Harrington, James Jarvis, 
Norman Jarvis, David Smith, Lawrence 
Phelan, Thomas Withrow, Robert Bricker, 
Henry Chiminello, Robert Voege, Robert 
Schugg, Jack Anderson, James Cusick, Jr., 
Jack Blachley, Robert Hall, William Wardle, 
Ralph Cook, Leonard Nallman, Donald Lester, 
Thomas Mac Kimmie, Robert Stilson, John 
Drake, James Hausler, Alfred Pagles, Stanley 
Parks, Eugene Roaf, Edward Coombs, Ber-
nard Brehm, Aubrey Smith, Ronald Birchler, 
Elwood Grube, Ira Weisblum, George Brown, 
John Nemeth, Kenneth Sayers, Edward 
Sturm, Eugene Poslaiko, Emmett Yoder, Jr., 
Charles Brandenburg, Eleanor Purser, Dorothy 
Kurtz, Louis Spencer, Joseph Beauchamp, 
David McKalip, Kenneth Ferris, Robert 
Partington, George Mann, Donald Bunger, 
Frank Parker, Michael Ursitti, Elias Ursitti, 
Charles Rogers, Forrest Yeager, Paul Groves, 
La Moine Heimstead, Edward Texley, Robert 
Demmink, Curtiss Sarff, Ervin Loche, Paul 
Wilcox, Dominic Franciose, George Doucette, 
John Heck, Frank Barletta, Frank Oden, Jr., 
Wesley Bates, Eugene Andrews, Jorgen 
Brinch, Frank Mazzarisi, Edwin Ratcliffe, Lewis 
Riggles, Charles Briner, Carl Loiocano, 
Carlton Carson, Lew Hall and Frank Burns. 

Throughout our nation’s history, men and 
women have answered the call of duty in 
times of peace and in times of conflict. These 
veterans and their sacrifices have helped to 
preserve liberty and freedom around the 
world. 

I would like to thank these veterans for their 
commitment to our country. I am honored to 
have these brave men and women visit Wash-
ington, DC. Madam Speaker, it is a true honor 
to represent these heroes in Congress. 
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