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openings for black pilots; however, a year 
later, the NAACP filed a race-discrimination 
lawsuit and the War Department set up an ex-
perimental program to train African American 
airmen. 

Mr. Watson completed this program, which 
was based at Tuskegee Army Air Field in Ala-
bama, as a fighter pilot and participated in 
nearly 40 flight missions during World War II. 
He retired from the military in the 1960s and 
worked as an affirmative action specialist for 
the Federal Aviation Administration. He contin-
ued to lecture into his 90s about his experi-
ences as a military and civil rights pioneer. 

Over the past 20 years, Mr. Watson traveled 
the country attending air shows and speaking 
about the all-black flight program. In 1997, 
Congress honored graduates of the Tuskegee 
program with the Congressional Gold Medal— 
the Nation’s highest civilian award. 

While at Tuskegee, Mr. Watson met Edna 
Webster, a civilian employee at the airfield, 
and they were married on December 17, 
1943. The couple had five children and spent 
nearly 50 years as a resident of Westbury, 
Long Island. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great admiration, 
pride and respect that I acknowledge the ac-
complishments of Lieutenant Colonel Spann 
Watson and thank him and his family for a life-
time of civil service to our country. 
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TRIBUTE TO MYRTLE E. 
THATCHER 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a distinguished cit-
izen of Kansas City, Kansas, who celebrates 
her 100th birthday today. 

Myrtle E. Green Thatcher was born in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, on April 22, 1910, to 
Embridge and Eliza Green. She is a lifelong 
resident of Kansas City, where she graduated 
from Northeast Junior High School and Sum-
ner High School. She was married for over 50 
years to Nathan W. Thatcher, Jr., the third son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan W. Thatcher, Sr., who 
was general manager of Thatcher Funeral 
Home, which is the oldest black family-owned 
funeral home in the State of Kansas. The 
business began operation in April 1912, at 
1520 North 5th Street, founded by Mr. and 
Mrs. Nathan W. Thatcher, Sr. 

In 1979, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Thatcher, Jr., 
affectionately known as Myrtle and ‘‘Snooks’’, 
remodeled the building. In the following year, 
Nathan died, leaving the family business in the 
capable hands of their only child, Quintelle 
Thatcher Davis, who guided the business until 
finally succumbing after a hard fought battle 
with cancer in 2007. 

Myrtle E. Thatcher has been active in the 
business for over 50 years. A licensed funeral 
director, she’s been a member of the Missouri- 
Kansas Funeral Directors Association, the Na-
tional Funeral Directors and Embalmers Asso-
ciation, and other professional groups. She’s 
been a member of Pleasant Green Baptist 
Church for over 50 years and is a charter 

member of Alice M. Browne Chapter #40 of 
the Order of the Eastern Star. The recipient of 
numerous community service and professional 
awards through the course of her career, she 
is still serving our community, along with the 
excellent leadership of her grandson, Robert 
Davis, the fourth generation of her family to 
join the business, where he serves as general 
manager, funeral director and embalmer. 

This family business will be 98 years old 
this month. As Myrtle maintains, they will con-
tinue to follow founder Nathan Thatcher, Sen-
ior’s, practice of following the Golden Rule: do 
unto others as they do unto you. And Myrtle 
will continue to be very proud of her family, 
which includes five great grandchildren and 
three grandchildren: Judy Easterwood, who 
lives with her husband Robert in Kansas City, 
Kansas; Robert Davis, and Associate Pro-
fessor Jacquelyn Hams, the chair of the de-
partment of earth science and anthropology of 
Los Angeles Valley College. 

Madam Speaker, I know that you and all 
members of the House of Representatives join 
with me in paying tribute to Myrtle E. Thatcher 
upon her 100th birthday. 
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EQUAL PAY DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 marked the observ-
ance of National Equal Pay Day—a time to 
celebrate the women who have blazed trails 
for gender equality, reflect on the progress 
that has been made since the Equal Pay Act 
and recommit ourselves to closing the wage 
gap between women and men. 

When the Equal Pay Act became law in 
1963, women who worked full-time, year- 
round made 59 cents on average for every 
dollar earned by men. That figure only went 
up to 77 cents for every dollar earned by men 
in 2008. It is unconscionable that more than 
40 years later, women continue to be paid 
less for performing the same job as their male 
colleagues. Equal Pay Day reminds us of the 
need to recommit to ending the injustice of 
wage discrimination. 

Last year, one of the first major bills signed 
into law by President Obama in January 2009, 
was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act which re-
stores the right of women and other minorities 
to challenge unfair pay in court. Specifically, 
the bill overturned a 2007 Supreme Court de-
cision that made it much harder for women 
and other minority groups to pursue pay dis-
crimination claims. As long as workers file 
their charges within 180 days of a discrimina-
tory paycheck, their claims for a remedy will 
be considered timely. 

In January 2009, the House of Representa-
tives also passed the Paycheck Fairness Act 
which closes the loopholes in the Equal Pay 
Act and imposes penalties on employers who 
discriminate based on gender. We look for-
ward to working with the Senate to complete 
this bill and send it to the President’s desk. 

Pay inequity is not just an issue that im-
pacts women; families, communities, and our 

entire economy suffer because of this injus-
tice. Our Nation is still recovering from an eco-
nomic recession and thousands of Americans 
continue to struggle to make ends meet. We 
should not allow pay inequity to exacerbate 
our economic challenges. 

Let us reaffirm our commitment to elimi-
nating this inequality so that we can truly 
achieve equal pay for equal work. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE SOUTHWEST 
FLORIDA VETERANS ON THE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2010 HONOR 
FLIGHT 

HON. CONNIE MACK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the nearly 100 World War II veterans 
from Southwest Florida traveling to Wash-
ington, DC on the Honor Flight on Saturday, 
April 24, 2010. 

Since its inception in 2005, Honor Flight has 
flown tens of thousands of World War II vet-
erans to our nation’s capital to view the World 
War II Memorial. Thanks to the generosity of 
thousands of volunteers and businesses 
around the country, these heroes have an op-
portunity to visit the Memorial that was built to 
honor their service to our great nation. 

I would like to recognize the following men 
and women from Southwest Florida who are 
taking the Honor Flight to Washington, DC: 
Kurt Boenker, Fred Warner, Vincent Marinera, 
Carl Price, Joseph Harrington, James Jarvis, 
Norman Jarvis, David Smith, Lawrence 
Phelan, Thomas Withrow, Robert Bricker, 
Henry Chiminello, Robert Voege, Robert 
Schugg, Jack Anderson, James Cusick, Jr., 
Jack Blachley, Robert Hall, William Wardle, 
Ralph Cook, Leonard Nallman, Donald Lester, 
Thomas Mac Kimmie, Robert Stilson, John 
Drake, James Hausler, Alfred Pagles, Stanley 
Parks, Eugene Roaf, Edward Coombs, Ber-
nard Brehm, Aubrey Smith, Ronald Birchler, 
Elwood Grube, Ira Weisblum, George Brown, 
John Nemeth, Kenneth Sayers, Edward 
Sturm, Eugene Poslaiko, Emmett Yoder, Jr., 
Charles Brandenburg, Eleanor Purser, Dorothy 
Kurtz, Louis Spencer, Joseph Beauchamp, 
David McKalip, Kenneth Ferris, Robert 
Partington, George Mann, Donald Bunger, 
Frank Parker, Michael Ursitti, Elias Ursitti, 
Charles Rogers, Forrest Yeager, Paul Groves, 
La Moine Heimstead, Edward Texley, Robert 
Demmink, Curtiss Sarff, Ervin Loche, Paul 
Wilcox, Dominic Franciose, George Doucette, 
John Heck, Frank Barletta, Frank Oden, Jr., 
Wesley Bates, Eugene Andrews, Jorgen 
Brinch, Frank Mazzarisi, Edwin Ratcliffe, Lewis 
Riggles, Charles Briner, Carl Loiocano, 
Carlton Carson, Lew Hall and Frank Burns. 

Throughout our nation’s history, men and 
women have answered the call of duty in 
times of peace and in times of conflict. These 
veterans and their sacrifices have helped to 
preserve liberty and freedom around the 
world. 

I would like to thank these veterans for their 
commitment to our country. I am honored to 
have these brave men and women visit Wash-
ington, DC. Madam Speaker, it is a true honor 
to represent these heroes in Congress. 
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COMMEMORATING DR. BARBARA- 

JAYNE LEWTHWAITE AS 12TH 
PRESIDENT OF CENTENARY COL-
LEGE 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commemorate Dr. 
Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite upon being inaugu-
rated as the 12th President of Centenary Col-
lege in Hackettstown, New Jersey. 

Dr. Lewthwaite is only the second woman 
and second former faculty member to hold the 
position since Centenary’s founding in 1867. 
Part of the Centenary College community for 
more than 20 years, she brings to the post 
sound academic credentials, strong edu-
cational leadership skills and valuable busi-
ness acumen. 

Dr. Lewthwaite was appointed Acting Presi-
dent of the College on January 1, 2009. Since 
that time, she has used her academic back-
ground to enhance the College’s mission: pro-
viding a student-centered liberal arts education 
with a career focus and a special emphasis on 
community service. 

Before assuming the Presidency, Dr. 
Lewthwaite served Centenary in several lead-
ership positions, including Chief Academic Of-
ficer and Acting Chief Operating Officer. As a 
member of Centenary’s Executive Staff since 
2003, she spearheaded significant accom-
plishments at the college: supporting the de-
velopment of a faculty of talented teachers 
and scholars; upgrading academic expecta-
tions that are grounded in the adoption of 
standards such as the Centenary Greater Ex-
pectation Learning Outcomes; leading the aca-
demic assessment movement that resulted in 
the College being the first in New Jersey to re-
ceive pre-accreditation from the Teacher Edu-
cation Accreditation Council (TEAC); achieving 
extensive articulation agreements with local 
and global partners; and undertaking a major 
revision of the curriculum which included 
movement from a three-credit to a four-credit 
course curriculum, and numerous faculty-gen-
erated enhancements that have focused on 
experiential learning, service learning, global 
initiatives, and substantive new online offer-
ings in the adult and traditional student pro-
grams on the graduate and undergraduate 
level. 

Madam Speaker, we are fortunate to have 
Dr. Lewthwaite at the helm of Centenary Col-
lege in northwestern New Jersey. With her 
leadership I am confident that Centenary will 
continue to provide high-quality education to 
its students, preparing them for the 21st Cen-
tury. 

f 

THE CONGRESSIONAL YOUTH AD-
VISORY COUNCIL: A LEGACY OF 
SERVICE 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I ask my fellow colleagues to join me 

in congratulating the 2009–2010 Congres-
sional Youth Advisory Council. This year 45 
students from public, private, and home 
schools in grades 9 through 12 made their 
voices heard and made a difference in their 
communities, their country and their Congress. 
These students volunteered their time, effort, 
and talent to inform me about the important 
issues facing their generation. As young lead-
ers within their communities and their schools, 
these students boldly represent the promise 
and the hope we all have for their very bright 
future. 

President Ronald Reagan said, ‘‘Freedom is 
never more than one generation away from 
extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in 
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, pro-
tected, and handed on for them to do the 
same, or one day we will spend our sunset 
years telling our children and our children’s 
children what it was once like in the United 
States where men were free.’’ 

To ensure that the blessing of freedom is 
passed from one generation to the next, the 
members of the CYAC spent time interviewing 
a veteran and documenting the experience for 
the ‘‘Preserving History Project.’’ Today I’m 
proud to submit the brief summaries provided 
so the patriotic service of our dedicated vet-
erans and the thoughtful work of the CYAC 
may be preserved for antiquity in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. A copy of each sub-
mitted student summary follows. 

To each member of the Congressional 
Youth Advisory Council, thank you for making 
this year and this group a success. It is not a 
coincidence that this congressional tribute 
celebrates two generations of service. Each of 
you is trusted with the precious gift of free-
dom. 

You are the voices of the future and I salute 
you. God bless you and God bless America. 

The summary follows: 

Major Scott Edward Barnett, has accom-
plished so much in his life. After talking to 
him, I understand that being in the military 
is a very rewarding life experience. I have 
learned so much after interviewing him. 
After speaking with someone who has seen 
so many traumatic experiences, the war real-
ly does become real to me. I also can really 
feel the pain of having to be so far away from 
your loved ones for so long. I can’t even 
imagine having to be newly married, then 
deployed to a foreign country in danger, 
away from your new spouse, not being able 
to contact them every day. Or even having 
children and not being able to see them grow 
up. This would be extremely hard to do, and 
it really takes a special type of person to do 
that. This assignment has given me a new 
appreciation of everything that our soldiers 
do for us. When you are just living your nor-
mal daily life, there are soldiers out in dan-
ger, fighting to let you keep that freedom 
that you just take advantage of. I believe 
that more people should get to know about 
the war veterans, so that they can appre-
ciate everything soldiers do for us.—Abby 
Callison 

A TRIBUTE TO EARTH DAY AND 
NORTHWEST HALIFAX HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, today 
I am proud to mark Earth Day’s 40th anniver-
sary. The brainchild of Senator Gaylord Nel-
son, Earth Day has done more than simply 
raise awareness of environmental issues; it 
has helped shape policy to build a more sus-
tainable country. 

This occasion should remind everyone of 
the opportunity to swiftly take steps toward ad-
dressing our most dire environmental threat— 
global climate change. Last June, the House 
approved the American Clean Energy and Se-
curity Act, which would establish a process to 
curb greenhouse gas emissions. If signed into 
law, our children will celebrate the 80th annual 
Earth Day in 2050 with 83 percent less do-
mestic greenhouse gas emissions. 

It is critical that the U.S. Senate take imme-
diate steps to provide meaningful, science- 
based legislation to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions. We must do our part to leave a 
legacy of conservation and sustainability for 
future generations. And, as Congress slowly 
labors to provide direction, millions of Ameri-
cans are taking their own steps to live greener 
and more sustainable lives. 

Northwest Halifax High School, located in 
Littleton, North Carolina in the First Congres-
sional District, has installed a 2.0k/W solar 
panel system that will use a third less energy 
and reduce carbon emissions by 117,840 
pounds over the lifespan of the system. On 
average, the school will save enough money 
to hire two full time teachers. 

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate Earth 
Day, I urge Congress to meet the mandate of 
the American people and pass meaningful leg-
islation to confront climate change. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating Earth Day, 
and commending Northwest Halifax High 
School on setting an example for all Ameri-
cans. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE SAINT 
PAUL HOTEL 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the staff and owners of The Saint 
Paul Hotel on the occasion of its Centennial 
Anniversary, which will be celebrated this 
weekend on April 17th. 

Since its grand opening on April 18th, 1910, 
The Saint Paul Hotel has served as a geo-
graphic and cultural landmark for Minnesota’s 
capital city, as well as a gathering place for 
Saint Paul’s many visitors and residents. 

In 1908 local businessman Lucius P. 
Ordway recognized the need for a major hotel 
in the growing commercial hub of Saint Paul. 
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