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GEERT WILDERS AND NOW 

‘‘SOUTH PARK’’ ARE DENIED 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
freedom of speech is under attack in 
the West today, brought to you by the 
same radical Islamic terrorists who use 
religion to kill in the name of hate. 
I’ve talked about Dutch lawmaker 
Geert Wilders, who is on trial in Am-
sterdam for insulting Islam. You see, 
he made a documentary movie about 
real terrorist acts and real radical Is-
lamic clerics encouraging violence in 
the name of hate. Instead of being 
grateful for shining a light on this 
problem, the Dutch Government is put-
ting Geert Wilders on trial. He is 
charged with discrimination and in-
citement to hatred, all for showing the 
world how radical Islamic clerics dis-
criminate and incite people to hatred. 
Wilders spoke the truth, and he got 
charged with a crime in his own coun-
try. 

The Dutch Ministry of Justice says it 
doesn’t matter if Wilders was telling 
the truth. The Dutch court says it’s ir-
relevant whether Wilders’ assertions 
actually are correct. What is relevant 
to the court is Wilders cannot speak 
freely about radical Islam because it 
might offend somebody. In the Nether-
lands the truth is no longer welcome in 
a court of law. 

Geert Wilders now lives under a 
threat of a 5-year prison sentence from 
his own government for freedom of 
speech for the right to tell the truth. 
His trial is set to resume in July, the 
trial where the Dutch court says truth 
doesn’t matter. It only matters if 
Wilders’ words hurt somebody’s feel-
ings. You see, Dutch law is intolerant 
of people who are intolerant of violence 
in the name of Islam. And that’s a rec-
ipe for disaster. By denying free, truth-
ful speech, the Dutch Government by 
its actions is encouraging radicals to 
incite violence worldwide. 

Dutch filmmaker Theo van Gogh, 
grandnephew of the legendary artist 
Vincent van Gogh, also made a film the 
radical clerics didn’t like. His was 
about Islam’s harsh treatment of 
women and how they brutalized women 
and used them as property. The result, 
van Gogh was murdered in the streets 
of Amsterdam as he rode his bicycle to 
work. His partner in the film, now a 
former member of Parliament, fled the 
country in fear. 

Kurt Westergaard is one of the 12 art-
ists who drew a satirical cartoon about 
the prophet Mohammed. So radical 
clerics incited their followers to mur-
der people in the streets around the 
globe. Most of the clerics admitted 
later they had never seen the Moham-
med cartoons. And Westergaard now 
lives in hiding under an armed guard. 

So much for freedom of the press and 
freedom of speech. 

Now the threats of violence are 
spreading to the United States. The 
popular animated TV program ‘‘South 
Park’’ insults everybody. It’s a comedy 
program that uses satire to make so-
cial statements. ‘‘South Park’s’’ cre-
ators, Matt Stone and Trey Parker, did 
a series of episodes that insulted var-
ious world religions, including Islam. 
The 200th episode broadcast depicted 
all the founders of the major religions. 
Mohammed was dressed in a bear suit 
because Islam forbids its followers to 
depict the religion’s founders. 

One radical Islamic Web site called 
‘‘Revolutionary Muslim’’ is upset 
about the program, so they issued 
threats saying ‘‘South Park’’ creators 
Stone and Parker would end up like 
Theo van Gogh, in other words, dead. 
And they put up the crime scene 
photos of van Gogh with his throat slit 
and a knife protruding from his chest. 
They also gave out the TV network ad-
dress of Comedy Central in New York, 
addresses for Parker and Stone’s Los 
Angeles production company, and their 
residences. The radical Web site said 
they published the addresses so people 
could go out there and protest. Yeah, 
right. 

The trouble is we have seen world-
wide how these radicals protest. They 
kill people. Because of the threats of 
violence and fear for the safety of ev-
eryone from the receptionist to the se-
ries creators, Comedy Central censored 
and spiked a follow-up program. Free 
speech was intimidated again by rad-
ical Islamics. These terrorists are 
being handed veto power over free 
speech through threats of violence and 
murder. 

No charges have been brought in the 
United States against the author of 
these radical Islamic Web sites. Mean-
while, Geert Wilders is still on trial in 
the Netherlands for warning the world 
about these haters for speaking the 
truth. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SIMPLIFY THE TAX CODE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. ALT-
MIRE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise tonight to speak on behalf of 
America’s small business owners and 
small business owners in western Penn-
sylvania who have recently finished fil-
ing their taxes with the Federal Gov-
ernment and have struggled over the 
past year to provide goods, services, 
and jobs during this recession. 

As we all know, April is tax month 
for American citizens. And as a mem-
ber of the Small Business Committee, I 
had the opportunity to hear testimony 
by Internal Revenue Service Commis-
sioner Douglas Shulman on April 14. 

Commissioner Shulman walked 
through the service and disclosures 
provided by the IRS during tax prepa-
ration season. He described outreach 
being performed on many levels to aid 
small businesses in complying with the 
convoluted tax system they faced as 
American job creators. 

While the IRS has a responsibility to 
use its funding to conduct outreach 
and facilitate voluntary compliance 
with tax laws, it’s Congress that has 
the responsibility to hear the calls of 
America’s small businesses for more 
streamlined and simplified tax regula-
tions. 

The outreach and disclosure by the 
IRS is certainly helpful. However, I 
would prefer to see it become less nec-
essary. If America’s small business 
owners were not spending so much val-
uable time deciphering codes and regu-
lations, they could be growing their 
businesses to earn profits, create jobs, 
and lead America back to prosperity 
just as they have always done through 
past recessions. Less time spent com-
plying with the Tax Code would in-
crease tax revenue by allowing small 
businesses to focus more time on run-
ning their businesses, meanwhile sav-
ing the IRS time and money in out-
reach and instruction on their intri-
cate rules and requirements for every 
small business in America. 

I hope that by April of next year Con-
gress can find the time to work on be-
half of America’s small businesses and 
simplify the Tax Code. 

f 

VISIT TO WALTER REED ARMY 
MEDICAL CENTER AND BE-
THESDA NAVAL HOSPITAL WITH 
JEROME AND RACHEL LEE AND 
LEX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, on 
April 12 of this year I had the honor 
and privilege of visiting the wounded 
warriors at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center and Bethesda Naval Hospital 
with Jerome and Rachel Lee and their 
dog Lex. The Lees’ son Dustin, a ma-
rine, was killed in Iraq in 2005. Lex was 
his military working dog and was se-
verely injured in the attack. 

The Lees are a remarkable family. 
They continue to visit the wounded 
warriors that return from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. This is how they remember 
their son. And they gave for this coun-
try a very special young man. The 
interaction between Lex and the 
wounded was amazing. To see these 
brave men and women smile at the 
sight of Lex was truly a touching expe-
rience for me personally. Lex is one of 
them and continues to fight through 
his injuries. The shrapnel still lies in 
his back. In fact, Lex has been awarded 
the Purple Heart. 
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