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was invited to paint a mural on the Overtown 
Library, adjacent to the pool. With the guid-
ance of two of Miami-Dade Public Library Sys-
tem’s finest, Barbara Young (Librarian Curator 
of the Permanent Collection, Art Services and 
Exhibitions Programs) and Margarita Cano 
(Administrator of Community Relations), Mr. 
Young buried himself amongst the books, hun-
gry for knowledge that could explain the world 
to him. 

For the first 50 years of his life, Mr. Young 
remained within the county lines of Miami. It 
was not until his 6th decade that he traveled 
to other states and cities and learned that he 
was famous, a fact he missed while art deal-
ers encouraged him to seclude himself in his 
studio. A self-taught artist, Mr. Young enjoyed 
telling the story of how he turned his life 
around in the mid-1960s by painting vibrant 
murals and conceptualizing mixed-media ex-
pressionist works. He said he found his calling 
after serving a prison term for breaking and 
entering when an angel told him, ‘‘This is not 
your life.’’ 

Mr. Young completed most of his work at 
night and created exquisite, thoughtful art from 
garbage he plucked off the streets of 
Overtown. Environmentally conscious and un-
willing to contribute to further deforestation, 
Mr. Young’s ‘‘canvases’’ were made of recy-
cled products including found wood, discarded 
library books, old political posters, used fur-
niture and various surplus items from con-
struction sites. He painted with latex, acrylic, 
enamel, and combinations of new paint blend-
ed with old paint that he had for 25 years or 
more. His work was famous for intensely col-
ored urban landscapes, drawings and mixed- 
media constructions. 

Today, Mr. Young’s work is in more than 60 
public collections and numerous private 
ones—in 2006 alone he had six exhibitions. 
His work hangs in The Bass Museum of Art 
(Miami); American Folk Art Museum (New 
York); The Corcoran Gallery of Art (Wash-
ington, D.C.); High Museum of Art (Atlanta): 
Lowe Art Museum (University of Miami); Mu-
seum of Fine Arts (Houston); New Orleans 
Museum of Art; Philadelphia Museum of Art; 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum among 
many. On December 24, 2006, the Sun-Senti-
nel’s Emma Trelles named the Boca Raton 
Museum of Art’s Purvis Young exhibition #1 in 
the art category for the year in South Florida. 
Several of his works are part of the permanent 
collection of the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum. 

‘‘Purvis was one of the great geniuses of 
American art, a remarkable figure,’’ said Jac-
quelyn Serwer, chief curator of the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of African 
American History and Culture, which breaks 
ground in 2012. ‘‘He wasn’t particularly nur-
tured, yet was driven to do this work. He was 
just one of those people who was born with 
this extraordinary vision and stayed true to it, 
producing work that had a kind of mythical 
quality to it.’’ 

Mr. Young is survived by his long-time com-
panion, Eddie Mae Lovest, four daughters, 
Kenyatta, Kentranice, Taketha and Elisha, and 
13 grandchildren. In addition, he is survived by 
two sisters, Betty Rodriguez and Shirley Byrd, 
and a brother, Irvin Byrd. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and all the 
members of this esteemed legislative body to 

join me in recognizing the extraordinary life 
and accomplishments of Dr. Purvis Young. I 
am honored to pay tribute to Mr. Young for his 
invaluable services and tireless dedication to 
the South Florida arts community. Mr. Young’s 
life was a triumph and he will be missed by all 
who knew him. I appreciate this opportunity to 
pay tribute to him before the United States 
House of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING THE STATE CHAMPION 
BOLIVAR CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2010 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me today in congratu-
lating the Bolivar Central High School boy’s 
basketball team for winning the 2010 Class 
AA State Championship. 

Less than a year removed from the state 
semifinals, Bolivar Central High School faced 
off against their league rivals at Middle Ten-
nessee State University on March 20, 2010 for 
the State championship. After hundreds of 
hours of practice and hard work the Tigers 
were rewarded as they secured the school’s 
third Class AA state championship in a 72–62 
win over Liberty. 

This recognition reflects a dedication to 
practice, their teammates and their unrelenting 
commitment to excellence. The team building 
skills acquired by working together through the 
highs and lows of the season will benefit these 
young men for a lifetime of success. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in thanking 
the parents, Coach Rick Rudesill, faculty of 
Bolivar Central High School and again con-
gratulating the members of the 2010 State 
Championship team. I am sure this is not the 
last we will hear from this talented group of 
young men. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2010 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 150th anniversary of 
St. Mary’s Academy in Grass Valley, Cali-
fornia. Since its first day, St. Mary’s has pro-
vided outstanding educational opportunities to 
the children of Nevada County. 

The Academy was founded in 1859 by Fa-
ther Thomas J. Dalton, Pastor of St. Patrick 
Parish in Grass Valley as a school for the 
growing Nevada County area. The Academy 
has served as an orphanage, a finishing 
school for girls, a high school, and a grade 
school. Today the school offers kindergarten 
through eighth grade education. 

As our community gathers to celebrate this 
auspicious occasion, I am proud to recognize 
150 years of service and excellence and thank 
those who have worked to keep the Academy 
open and thriving. 

COMPREHENSIVE IRAN SANC-
TIONS, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND 
DIVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2010 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise to sup-
port the passage of the Comprehensive Iran 
Sanctions, Accountability and Divestment Act. 

The Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, if allowed on its present course, is well 
on its way to obtaining nuclear capability. Ex-
perts say it could be in the possession of a 
nuclear weapon in less than a year. 

Since 1995, several U.S. regulations have 
been enacted to pressure Iran’s economy, cur-
tail its nuclear advancement and curb the gov-
ernment’s support for jihadist militant groups. 
They have not been adhered to; no firms have 
yet been sanctioned. 

This legislation will pressure persons vio-
lating Iran Sanction acts and other accom-
plices of the National Guard in pursuing ura-
nium enrichment and oppressing religious and 
human rights. 

Nuclear terrorism is one of the greatest 
threats to American security. Safeguarding nu-
clear materials from terrorists is absolutely crit-
ical to international peace and stability. 

This legislation provides the much needed 
teeth and Presidential authority necessary to 
deter this regime’s nuclear intentions. Timing 
is crucial, for this reason it must be passed 
today. 

f 

THE FUTURE OF TAIWAN 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2010 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to share with my colleagues a re-
cent speech by the President of the Republic 
of China, ROC, Taiwan, discussing his coun-
try’s future. I have been a longtime supporter 
of Taiwan and hope that my colleagues and I 
will continue to improve relations not only be-
tween the United States and Taiwan but be-
tween Taiwan and the international commu-
nity. All Americans should be proud that Tai-
wan and the United States have enjoyed a 
strong and durable relationship. Taiwan is one 
of our largest trading partners and the cultural 
exchanges between our two peoples are as vi-
brant as they have ever been. Taiwan has 
stood shoulder to shoulder with the United 
States to combat the scourge of global ter-
rorism; and the people of Taiwan have always 
given generously in our greatest times of need 
with monetary contributions to the Twin Tow-
ers Fund, Pentagon Memorial Fund and 
through the offer of humanitarian assistance to 
victims of Hurricane Katrina. Taiwan and the 
United States are not merely allies; we are 
friends and partners in the truest sense of the 
words. 

Recently, President Ma Ying-jeou of the 
ROC, Taiwan, took part in a video conference 
with the Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies 
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