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Small businesses have long been the bed-

rock of our Nation’s economy and many would 
agree that they still are. Even with the advent 
of modern-day multi-national corporations, 
most of our day-to-day purchases take place 
at ‘‘mom and pop’’ small businesses. 

Moreover, 99 percent of all independent 
companies and businesses in the U.S. are 
considered small businesses. 

According to the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration, these small businesses account 
for 52 percent of all U.S. workers. These small 
businesses also provide a continuing source 
of vitality for the American economy. Small 
businesses in the U.S. produced three-fourths 
of the economy’s new jobs between 1990 and 
1995, and represent an entry point into the 
economy for new groups. Women, for in-
stance, participate heavily in small businesses. 

The number of female-owned businesses 
climbed by 89 percent, to an estimated 8.1 
million, between 1987 and 1997, and women- 
owned sole proprietorships were expected to 
reach 35 percent of all such ventures by the 
year 2000. Small firms also tend to hire a 
greater number of older workers and people 
who prefer to work part-time. 

One strength that small businesses are 
known for is their ability to respond quickly to 
changing economic conditions. They often 
know their customers personally and are es-
pecially suited to meet local needs. There are 
tons of stories of startup companies catching 
national attention and growing into large cor-
porations. Just a few examples of these types 
of startup businesses making big include the 
computer software company Microsoft; the 
package delivery service Federal Express; 
sports clothing manufacturer Nike; the com-
puter networking firm America OnLine; and ice 
cream maker Ben & Jerry’s. 

Through the passage of S. 3253 we will be 
temporarily extending programs under the 
Small Business Act and the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 through the end of 
July 2010. With the passage of this bill we will 
be helping small businesses and communities 
across the Nation. We will also be helping to 
drive our economy upward and will be helping 
businesses across the Nation. 

We must always ensure that we place a 
high level of priority on small businesses. It is 
also important that we work towards ensuring 
that small businesses receive all the tools and 
resources necessary for their continued 
growth and development. 

I would like to again thank my colleague 
Sen. MARY LANDRIEU for introducing S. 3253. 
I ask my colleagues for their support of this 
legislation as well as their continued support 
for small businesses across the Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support S. 3253 and 
the rule. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 3253. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1240) supporting the 
goals and ideals of Global Youth Serv-
ice Day, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1240 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day is an 
annual campaign that celebrates and mobi-
lizes the millions of children and youth who 
improve their communities each day of the 
year through community service and service- 
learning; 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day will be 
celebrated from April 23, 2010, to April 25, 
2010; 

Whereas the goals of Global Youth Service 
Day are to mobilize and support young peo-
ple to identify and address the needs of their 
communities, schools, and organizations, to 
provide opportunities for youth engagement, 
and the public, the media, and policymakers 
to recognize and raise awareness of young 
people as assets and resources; 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day, a pro-
gram of Youth Service America, is the larg-
est service event in the world, the only day 
of service dedicated to youth engagement, 
and in 2010 is being observed for the 22nd 
consecutive year in the United States and 
for the 11th year globally in more than 100 
countries; 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day engages 
millions of young people worldwide with the 
support of more than 200 National and Inter-
national Partners, 85 State and local Lead 
Agencies, and thousands of local partners; 

Whereas high quality community service 
and service-learning programs increase 
young people’s academic engagement and 
achievement, workforce readiness, 21st cen-
tury skills, and civic knowledge and engage-
ment; 

Whereas community service and service- 
learning provide opportunities for young 
people to apply their knowledge, idealism, 
energy, creativity, and unique perspectives 
to improve their communities by addressing 
a myriad of critical issues, such as health, 
childhood obesity, education, illiteracy, pov-
erty, hunger, environment, climate change, 
violence, and natural disasters; 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day is an 
opportunity for citizen diplomacy, as evi-
denced by the growing number of projects 
that involve youth working collaboratively 
across borders to address global issues, in-
creasing intercultural understanding, and 
promoting the sense that they are global 
citizens; 

Whereas thousands of participants in 
schools and community-based organizations 
are planning Global Youth Service Day ac-
tivities as part of a Semester of Service in 
which young people spend the semester ad-
dressing a community need connected to 
learning goals or academic standards over 
the course of at least 70 hours; 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day pro-
vides an opportunity for young children, 
teenagers, and young adults, to gain experi-
ence as active citizens and community lead-

ers, and assist schools, community organiza-
tions, faith-based organizations, government 
agencies, businesses, and families; and 

Whereas the Edward M. Kennedy Serve 
America Act recognizes Global Youth Serv-
ice Day as a national day of service and calls 
on the President to encourage people of the 
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate youth-led community improvement 
and service-learning activities: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes and commends the signifi-
cant contributions of youth of the United 
States and encourages the cultivation of a 
civic bond between young people dedicated 
to serving their neighbors, their commu-
nities, and the Nation; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Global 
Youth Service Day; and 

(3) calls on the people of the United States 
to observe Global Youth Service Day by— 

(A) encouraging youth to participate in 
community service and service-learning 
projects and joining their peers in such 
projects; 

(B) recognizing the volunteer efforts of the 
young people of the United States through-
out the year; and 

(C) supporting the volunteer efforts of 
young people and engaging them in meaning-
ful community service, service-learning, and 
decision-making opportunities as an invest-
ment in the future of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on H. Res. 
1240 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 1240, a resolution 
to support the goals and ideals of Glob-
al Youth Service Day. Global Youth 
Service Day is an annual worldwide 
event that highlights and celebrates 
the ongoing contributions of youth to 
their communities through volunteer 
service and service learning. 

Global Youth Service Day is the larg-
est service event in the world, and over 
the past 21 years it has brought to-
gether more than 40 million people in 
thousands of communities worldwide. 
This past weekend it was observed for 
the 22nd consecutive year in the United 
States, and for its 11th year globally, 
in more than 100 countries. 

Mr. Speaker, service learning extends 
the classroom into the community, 
providing young people with the oppor-
tunity to give back locally. It is also 
an academic tool that builds real-life 
applications into student curriculum, 
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keeping students engaged in their edu-
cation. High quality service learning 
that is integrated with academic cur-
riculum increases students’ cognitive 
engagement, motivation to learn, 
school attendance, and academic 
achievement. Global Youth Service 
Day takes that one step further by pro-
moting projects that encourage youth 
to work collaboratively across national 
borders to address global issues, to in-
crease intercultural understanding, 
and to promote the sense that we are 
all global citizens. 

There are countless benefits associ-
ated with volunteerism and service. 
Evidence shows that there exists a con-
clusive correlation between youth serv-
ice, character development, lifelong 
adult volunteering, philanthropy, and 
other forms of civic engagement. 

Opportunities like Global Youth 
Service Day provide avenues for youth 
to apply their knowledge, idealism, en-
ergy, creativity, and unique perspec-
tives to improve local communities by 
addressing critical issues such as pov-
erty, hunger, illiteracy, education, nat-
ural disasters, climate change, and so 
very much more, Mr. Speaker. 

As part of Global Youth Service Day 
here in the District of Columbia, 
Greater D.C. Cares organized 7,000 vol-
unteers as part of its annual Servathon 
to restore national monuments, land-
scape parks and playgrounds, prepare 
and distribute food, and paint murals 
on schools in 100 locations within the 
metro area. 

In Detroit, Michigan, more than 125 
students from an inner city Detroit 
school educated their classmates and 
families about having a healthy diet 
and nutrition and incorporating exer-
cise in their daily lives. In Atlanta, 
Georgia, Mr. Speaker, the local YMCA 
coordinated with over 100 community 
partners and 1,000 young people in feed-
ing the homeless, in yard work for the 
elderly, community gardening with the 
Atlanta Community Food Bank, among 
many other things. 

Both young people and their commu-
nities will benefit greatly from ex-
panded opportunities like these which 
allow youth to engage in volunteer 
community service and service learn-
ing worldwide. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution serves to 
recognize and commend the significant 
contributions of youth of the United 
States and to support the goals and 
ideals of Global Youth Service Day 
2010. 

I thank Representative ROSA 
DELAURO from Connecticut for intro-
ducing this resolution, and I urge my 
colleagues to support this bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. PETRI. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of House Resolution 1240, supporting 
the goals and ideals of Global Youth 
Service Day. Global Youth Service Day 

supports and encourages community 
service and service learning through-
out these United States, and enables 
millions of students to make contribu-
tions to their communities. America’s 
young people, from kindergartners to 
college students, have the desire, en-
ergy, and ability to make a real dif-
ference in their communities. Global 
Youth Service Day is an opportunity 
for them to convert their ideas and en-
ergy into action. 

Through community service and 
service learning, we can inspire, em-
power, and celebrate young people who 
recognize the need to do something for 
their communities, believe in their 
ability to get it done, and then take ac-
tion. Service learning engages students 
in the educational process, using what 
they learn in the classroom to solve 
real-life problems. Service learning and 
community service enables students to 
not only learn about democracy and 
citizenship, but to become actively 
contributing citizens and community 
members through the service that they 
perform. 

There are a growing number of oppor-
tunities for youth to get involved in 
service activities through schools, 
service clubs, religious affiliations, 
family, or neighborhood-based volun-
teering. The challenge is to maintain 
youth interest and commitment to 
community service by showing them 
the benefits to the community that 
they are serving and to themselves. I 
stand before you today to commend the 
significant contributions our youth are 
making in our Nation’s communities. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Connecticut (Ms. 
DELAURO), the author of H. Res. 1240. 

Ms. DELAURO. I rise in support of 
this resolution honoring and sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Global 
Youth Service Day, which took place 
this past weekend. I want to commend 
my colleague, Representative EHLERS, 
for taking the lead in cosponsoring this 
important resolution. 

Global Youth Service Day is a public 
awareness and education campaign led 
by Youth Service America with the Na-
tional Youth Leadership Council and 
the Global Youth Action Network. It 
emphasizes the importance of public 
service. It highlights the valuable con-
tributions that young people make to 
their communities all year long. 

In the words of Gandhi, ‘‘The best 
way to find yourself is to lose yourself 
in the service of others.’’ That is the 
simple truth that animates Global 
Youth Service Day. By mobilizing 
young people around the world to iden-
tify and address the needs of their 
neighbors, by supporting their commu-
nity service, and by civic engagement 

efforts, we not only help our commu-
nities to thrive, we help the next gen-
eration find themselves through serv-
ice and commitment to a greater good. 

This past weekend, young people all 
around the world designed and carried 
out community service projects in 
areas ranging from literacy and men-
toring, to the environment and energy 
conservation, to hunger and homeless-
ness. This year saw 2,631 projects in 87 
countries and all 50 States. 

We often say that service is its own 
reward, but it actually has the benefit 
of being true. In addition to the posi-
tive results these projects have on our 
communities, research shows that 
young people who participate in com-
munity service also enjoy increased 
civic engagement and they do better in 
school. By recognizing the interdepend-
ence of their community, they become 
more independent, more grounded, 
more cognizant of the world around 
them. They become better citizens. 

The cycle of service and citizenship 
is why we passed the Edward M. Ken-
nedy Serve America Act 1 year ago last 
week, to offer young people more op-
portunities to serve their nation. It is 
why we continue to encourage our 
young men and women to become deep-
ly involved in the life, health, and edu-
cation of our communities through 
such programs as AmeriCorps, Teach 
for America, and Summer of Service. It 
is why we honor the passion and the 
sacrifice of those young Americans who 
choose to make a difference in distant 
lands, such as members of the Peace 
Corps and our Armed Forces. 

All of us in this room today know 
firsthand the value of public service. 
Global Youth Service Day helps to 
transmit that priceless value to the 
next generation. All around the world 
it encourages boys and girls to get in-
volved, to give of themselves, to use 
their enthusiasm, their energy, and 
their passion to help our communities. 

I urge my colleagues to honor these 
values of civic and community service, 
and to support this resolution. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the lead co-
author of this legislation, our re-
spected colleague from the State of 
Michigan (Mr. EHLERS). 

Mr. EHLERS. I thank the gentleman 
from Wisconsin for yielding. 

I am a great believer in volunteer ef-
forts, and I believe that is what makes 
our Nation tick. And I think it is espe-
cially appropriate to educate children 
and young adults at a very early age to 
become involved in volunteer work. 

Global Youth Service Day is a major 
means of implementing that, and 
bringing to children the awareness of 
and importance of volunteer work, and 
also developing ways to make volun-
teer work seem interesting and fun to 
the youth of our Nation. 

I do have to warn them, however, as 
I have learned myself, volunteer serv-
ice can lead to the halls of Congress. I 
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would have never been elected to of-
fice, never even would have become po-
litically active without my volunteer 
activities. But I soon learned when en-
gaging in volunteer activities and help-
ing people that much of the problems I 
was trying to solve should have been 
solved by the local elected officials. 
And with some friends we got together 
and got some very good people elected. 
Never did I suspect that I might myself 
someday be called upon to do the same 
thing and follow a path that led to 
Congress. 

The Edward M. Kennedy Serve Amer-
ica Act is a wonderful device to give 
recognition to the youth of this Na-
tion, gives an opportunity for us to rec-
ognize the service that they have ren-
dered, and also calls on the President 
of the United States to encourage peo-
ple of the United States to observe this 
day and make it clear to young people 
what marvelous opportunities for vol-
unteerism they have. 

b 1400 

There are many different ways in 
which the youth can contribute to the 
functioning of the Nation, but two that 
come to mind as being especially useful 
are, one, helping the elderly who often 
have trouble adjusting to new homes or 
who simply don’t know how to handle 
the electronics of the new abodes that 
they’ve moved into. Another method is 
working with the young people of this 
Nation, with the very young people— 
the children who are having trouble 
with how to read or who are having 
trouble learning math. This is a won-
derful opportunity for younger people 
who have more experience with science 
and mathematics and who are able to 
communicate their love of science and 
mathematics to help the young people 
around them. 

So it is with pleasure that I rise. It is 
with great pleasure that I am a cospon-
sor of this resolution. I think it is an 
extremely important issue. 

I thank Ms. DELAURO and Ms. WOOL-
SEY for their working on this as well. 

This is a golden opportunity for all of 
us to express our gratitude to the 
young people of this world who con-
tinue to act as volunteers in so many 
different ways and in meaningful ways 
which will direct their careers as well 
as will help the Nation. 

Mr. PETRI. I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this week, we celebrated Global Youth 
Service Day—an annual campaign which cele-
brates the millions of young people who im-
prove their communities each day of the year 
through service and self-discovery. 

Established in 1988, GYSD is the largest 
service event in the world and is now cele-
brated in more than 100 countries. 

As part of this effort, I have the pleasure in 
recognizing two young people who are making 
a difference in Nebraska communities. 

Sydney Swanson, a senior at Alliance High 
School, organized the first ‘‘Coats for Kids’’ 
drive in Alliance. This year, she expanded it to 
three additional cities, collecting a total of 875 
coats for children in need. Sydney also cre-
ated a website with instructions for teens to 
start ‘‘Coats for Kids’’ drives in their own com-
munities. 

Jordyn Lechtenberg, a senior at Ainsworth 
High School, founded and directly recruited 20 
other high school students for the Youth Com-
munity Development Force, a group interested 
in community and economic development. She 
also served as interim executive director of the 
North Central Development Center while the 
director was on maternity leave. 

Young people like Sydney and Jordyn are 
essential assets and resources not only for 
their communities, but for our entire country. 
They have set a high benchmark, and I chal-
lenge every American to follow their example. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, again, I 
would like to compliment Congress-
woman DELAURO and Congressman 
EHLERS for their amazing efforts in 
this regard, and I urge my colleagues 
to support H. Res. 1240, a resolution to 
support the goals and ideals of Global 
Youth Service Day. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WOOLSEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1240, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE 
PREVENTION MONTH 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1293) expressing sup-
port for the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1293 

Whereas ‘‘National Child Abuse Prevention 
Month’’ is observed in April 2010; 

Whereas in 2008, out of an estimated 
6,000,000 children referred for investigations 
and assessments, approximately 772,000 chil-
dren were determined to be victims of abuse 
and neglect; 

Whereas in 2008, an estimated 1,740 chil-
dren died as a result of abuse and neglect; 

Whereas in 2008, an estimated 80 percent of 
the children who died due to abuse and ne-
glect were under the age of 4; 

Whereas in 2008, of the children under the 
age of 4 who died due to abuse and neglect, 
the majority were under the age of 1; 

Whereas abused and neglected children 
have a higher risk in adulthood for devel-
oping health problems, including alcoholism, 
depression, drug abuse, eating disorders, obe-
sity, suicide, and certain chronic diseases; 

Whereas a National Institute of Justice 
study indicated that abused and neglected 
children are 11 times more likely to be ar-
rested for delinquent behavior as juveniles, 
and are 2.7 times more likely to be arrested 
for violent and criminal behavior as adults; 

Whereas an estimated 1⁄3 of abused and ne-
glected children grow up to abuse or neglect 
their own children; 

Whereas providing community-based serv-
ices to families impacted by child abuse and 
neglect is less costly than the emotional and 
physical damage inflicted on children who 
have been abused and neglected, providing 
services to abused and neglected children 
(including child protective, law enforcement, 
court, foster care, or health care services), or 
providing treatment to adults recovering 
from child abuse; and 

Whereas child abuse and neglect has long- 
term economic and societal costs: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) expresses support for the goals and 
ideals of National Child Abuse Prevention 
Month; 

(2) recognizes and applauds the national 
and community organizations that work to 
promote awareness about child abuse and ne-
glect, including by identifying risk factors 
and developing prevention strategies; and 

(3) supports efforts to— 
(A) increase public awareness of prevention 

programs relating to child abuse and neglect; 
and 

(B) reduce the incidence of child abuse and 
neglect in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CUMMINGS). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WOOLSEY) and the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. PETRI) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on H. Res. 
1293 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WOOLSEY. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of House Resolution 1293, which sup-
ports the goals and ideals of National 
Child Abuse Prevention Month. Our 
children are our most precious re-
sources, and they need our support to 
thrive and to grow into healthy, pro-
ductive adults. 

During National Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month, we raise awareness of the 
critical necessity of responding to 
child abuse, to promoting healthy fam-
ilies, and to nurturing our children in 
safe environments free from abuse, ne-
glect, or fear. 

The effects of child abuse and neglect 
have enormous consequences on our 
Nation’s children. On average, five 
children every day are killed as a re-
sult of child abuse or neglect, and a re-
port of child abuse is made every 10 
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