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I just bring this up because the gen-

tleman from Texas prompted this 
thought in my mind about freezes that 
would be appropriate. Then when the 
previous speaker mentioned arcane 
procedures, there was nothing more ar-
cane than the health care bill we 
passed. 

In fact, when we called the IRS, they 
weren’t sure that this was in the bill. 
When we talked to the Congressional 
Research Service, they said, Oh, it 
couldn’t be. Then when we pointed out 
that the new language in the bill is 
property and not just services—and 
that includes anything that you pur-
chase—it has an unbelievable obliga-
tion on small business. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. I yield 3 
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. TEAGUE). 

Mr. TEAGUE. Mr. Speaker, as a 
small business man in the oil and gas 
industry for over 30 years, I know that, 
when times are tough, we have to 
tighten our belts. That is why the very 
first bill that I sponsored in Congress 
was a bill to stop the automatic pay 
raise for Members of Congress. 

Last year, we were able to get 
enough signers to stop this pay raise 
for this year, and I was proud to work 
to get that done. I am proud that our 
work has again paid off and that I am 
standing here today in support of a bill 
that will again stop the automatic pay 
raise that Members have taken advan-
tage of for too long. 

While many working New Mexicans 
are struggling to make ends meet, it is 
insulting that anyone would accept an 
automatic pay raise, which is some-
thing most of the constituents in my 
district will have to do without—if 
they are earning salaries at all. Our 
constituents expect honest and respon-
sible leadership from their Congress. 
That’s why I encourage my colleagues 
to just say ‘‘no’’ to the dough. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to take this a 
step further. I call on my fellow Mem-
bers of Congress to cosponsor legisla-
tion I have sponsored with my col-
league from Arizona, Representative 
KIRKPATRICK. Our bill would cut pay 
for all Senators and Representatives by 
5 percent beginning January 1, 2011. 
This would be the first congressional 
pay reduction since 1933. 

I think it’s about time that Congress 
has their pay cut just like the rest of 
the country, so I ask you to join me in 
this fight today. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes 
to the pride of the Coast Guard, the 
distinguished gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. COBLE). 

Mr. COBLE. I thank my friend from 
California. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak on behalf 
of this bill. 

Some would say, Well, it’s just a 
symbolic gesture. Well, it may be sym-

bolic, but it is symbolically signifi-
cant. What better time to impose a 
freeze against ourselves than now dur-
ing these harsh economic times of peo-
ple being beneficiaries of pink slips, of 
being told their jobs are gone. Then 
they see that Congress gets an auto-
matic COLA. I think this is a good bill, 
and I urge its passage. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for having elevated me to the 
‘‘distinguished’’ category as well. 

Folks, we are on the right track here. 
This bill needs to be passed. We need to 
impose a freeze upon ourselves for the 
next fiscal year. I think it would send 
a message which would be well received 
by our constituencies across this land. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. I reserve 
the balance of my time, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I have no further 
requests for time. 

I would just urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. This is appro-
priate at this particular time. I think 
all Members of Congress recognize the 
difficult economic straits we are in. It 
is a simple resolution. It forgoes the 
pay raise for the year 2011, and I would 
urge my colleagues to support it. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I just wanted to comment very 
briefly because my colleagues were 
asking for basically a freeze on a status 
quo of the health care that we know 
today. 

They spoke of repugnant policies. I 
want to talk just for a minute about 
the repugnant policies that we know of 
today, which don’t allow people to get 
insurance if they have preexisting con-
ditions that have ratings which dis-
criminate, particularly against women, 
and which make it almost impossible 
for small business to be able to take 
care of and to help their employees 
when it comes to health insurance. So, 
yes, we have some policies that we 
have been trying to change. Unfortu-
nately, my colleagues are asking for a 
freeze. 

Yet I do want to applaud the fact 
that we are here on a singular effort 
today, and that is to forgo the cost-of- 
living adjustment for Congress. I think 
that’s a good idea. It is a very timely 
idea, and it is very important that we 
move forward with it today. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, Kan-
sans continue to suffer from the effects of the 
recession. Times remain tough for many. 
Small business owners are struggling to keep 
the doors of their businesses open. Families 
are struggling to pay their bills. When faced 
with difficult times, Kansans make sacrifices. 
They cut back where they can and stretch 
every dollar to make ends meet. 

Times are also tough for the Federal Gov-
ernment. The national debt is more than $12 
trillion and it continues to grow every day. 

When times are tough, Kansans expect their 
government to act like they do—to make sac-
rifices and cut spending. Yet, the Federal Gov-
ernment is spending more than ever before. 

One of the first places Congress should look 
to cut spending is the annual cost-of-living in-
crease for Members of Congress. Representa-
tives and Senators do not deserve a raise, es-
pecially when many Kansans will not receive 
a raise this year and the unemployment rate 
remains high. 

I have long been opposed to the hidden 
process by which Members of Congress get 
an increase in their pay. The lack of trans-
parency in the yearly raise only serves to in-
crease skepticism, disillusion and distrust of 
government. Last year, I sponsored H.R. 
1597, which eliminates the automatic pay in-
crease for Members of Congress. If Members 
of Congress believe they have earned a raise, 
they should vote on it in full view of the public. 

I am pleased today, that the House of Rep-
resentatives is considering a bill in clear view 
of the public that would do away with the cost- 
of-living increase for next year. While this leg-
islation, H.R. 5146, is only a one-year fix to 
the problem, it is an important first step and I 
am proud to be one of the sponsors of this 
legislation. I oppose the yearly automatic in-
crease in pay and strongly support today’s 
legislation to make sure Members of Congress 
do not get a raise next year. 

Our employers, the voters, are right to be 
unhappy with Washington’s spending spree. 
There should be no increase in congressional 
pay until Congress listens to the public and 
cuts spending. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5146. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 1131, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 5017, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 5146, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

NATIONAL ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPALS WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
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