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That’s where Border Patrol assaults on 
Border Patrol agents have increased 
300 percent in 2 months. They have so 
desperately taken matters into their 
own hands and made it illegal to be in 
the United States if you do not have a 
passport or a legal document. They 
have taken the Federal law and al-
lowed police officers, when they have 
reasonable suspicion, to arrest some-
body that’s illegally in the United 
States. In other words, they catch 
them for doing some other crime, they 
find out they’re illegally in the coun-
try and it becomes a crime in Arizona. 

They had to pass that law because 
the Federal Government, who’s sup-
posed to protect the sovereignty of the 
country and protect citizens from peo-
ple who throw rocks at our Border Pa-
trol, for example, it’s the Federal Gov-
ernment’s job to do that. But the Fed-
eral Government—because we’re too 
busy, like today. We honor on the 
House floor all the assistant principals 
in the United States. Now I’m sure that 
was an important piece of legislation 
that we passed today, yet we’re hon-
oring assistant principals and naming 
post offices while we ought to be secur-
ing the borders of the United States. 

We secure the borders of foreign 
countries better than we secure our 
own borders. We secure the borders of 
Iraq and Afghanistan and Third World 
countries, but not our own border. So 
we have to leave our Border Patrol on 
patrol, driving these war wagons to 
protect themselves when they’re trying 
to enforce the rule of law. 

I recently asked a Texas Ranger 
down in the Laredo area, I said, What’s 
it like after the sun goes down? He 
said, Congressman POE, it gets western. 
It gets western. What he meant by 
that, it gets violent. And it does get 
violent. The gunfire, the violence, the 
kidnappings, the murders all take 
place down there because the drug car-
tels are trying to bring drugs into the 
United States. And they out-man, out- 
gun, and out-finance our Border Patrol 
agents. 

Our Border Patrol agents are doing 
as good a job as we’ll let them do, and 
we need to help them all we can. Sev-
eral Governors on the border States 
have asked that the President send the 
National Guard down there. That’s 
probably a good idea. Let’s send the 
National Guard to the border, secure 
the border, and make sure that our 
Border Patrol agents and our sov-
ereignty is protected. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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HELPING WOUNDED VETERANS 
AND THEIR FAMILY CAREGIVERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

SCHRADER). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we have 
no greater obligation as a Congress and 

as a Nation than to look after the 
Americans who selflessly and patrioti-
cally have volunteered themselves into 
harm’s way in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
around the world. When they come 
home wheelchair-bound or with miss-
ing limbs or with a traumatic brain in-
jury, they deserve nothing less than 
the very best treatment and care. 
Often, that care is provided not by 
health care professionals at a hospital, 
but by spouses, parents, other family 
members, or a loved one that isn’t even 
next of kin. Many of these wonderful 
folks are already living on a tight 
budget. They’re likely to be already 
caring for young children and/or aging 
parents. And often they have jobs they 
can’t afford to lose. 

I’ve fought to give these families the 
support they need. I introduced the 
first-ever expansion of the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, which provided 
Americans with 6 months of unpaid 
leave—unpaid, should be paid—of un-
paid leave to care for wounded service-
members and their families. Last week, 
a bipartisan majority in the House 
took important new steps by passing 
the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus 
Health Services Act. This would ease 
the enormous burden falling on those 
whose loved ones return from war with 
a severe injury. It provides tools and 
training so they can be better care-
givers. When they accompany a vet-
eran on medical visits, their lodging 
would be paid for. They would also be 
eligible for a monthly stipend as well 
as health care benefits of their own. 
And when the stress becomes too great, 
which of course it does, counseling and 
respite care would be available. 

The bill also makes huge strides in 
recognizing the unique challenges 
faced by women who wear the uniform. 
It includes treatment for sexual trau-
ma, which affects a staggering number 
of servicewomen. There is a child care 
pilot program so that women veterans 
can get the care they need without sac-
rificing the care of their children. Also, 
for the first time ever, there’s neonatal 
care for the infants of returning sol-
diers giving birth. 

I wish I didn’t have to vote for that 
bill last week because I wish that bill 
hadn’t been necessary in the first 
place. Because the best way to support 
the men and women of the United 
States military, I believe, would be not 
to send them to fight in unnecessary 
wars in the first place. 

The tragedy is all the more poignant, 
Mr. Speaker, because these injuries are 
being sustained in conflicts that are 
doing little or nothing to advance our 
national security interests. I can’t help 
but think how many military families 
would have been spared the struggle if 
we had taken a SMART security ap-
proach to fighting terrorism or if we 
had doubled down on humanitarian aid 
rather than resorting to aggression, in-
vasion, and occupation. 

But as fiercely as I am in opposition 
to these two wars, I will never turn my 
back on the men and women who have 
been asked to fight them. In fact, the 
more skeptical you are about Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the greater you should be 
in your obligation to our troops on the 
front lines. There’s one big solution to 
the strain on our veterans health care 
system and family caregivers, and that 
would be to reverse the disastrous pol-
icy that is creating more wounded 
combat veterans every single day. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I can think of no 
better way to honor our soldiers than 
to end these wars and to bring all of 
them home—and bring them home now. 
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LADIES IN WHITE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, the Ladies in 
White are a group of wives, mothers, 
sisters, and daughters of Cuban polit-
ical prisoners. The group came to-
gether after the arrests of 75 Cuban dis-
sidents in April 2003. Seventy-five 
Cuban political prisoners who, 7 years 
ago, joined the thousands of others who 
are imprisoned in Cuba because of their 
political beliefs or for ‘‘crimes’’ that 
are only ‘‘crimes’’ in a country bru-
tally oppressed by a totalitarian re-
gime of gangsters, by gangsters, and 
for gangsters. Because that is what the 
Castro brothers are—gangsters. 

Fidel Castro has been a gangster 
since he was a juvenile delinquent. He 
became a Communist to give ideolog-
ical clothing to his gangsterism. Raul 
Castro came to gangsterism via Marx-
ism-Leninism, after his brother sent 
him as an almost illiterate adolescent 
to then-Czechoslovakia, where he re-
ceived a rigorous indoctrination in 
Marxism-Leninism. So the brothers ar-
rived at gangsterism via separate 
paths, but they are both experienced 
and ruthless practitioners of the most 
violent and brutal forms of gang-
sterism. 

The Ladies in White experience the 
tactics of the Castros’ gangsterism 
every single day. The Castros’ state se-
curity apparatus pays and trains thugs 
to strike fear in the hearts of all Cu-
bans in order to keep the regime in 
power. The thugs, the plainclothes ter-
rorists of the Castros’ regime, harass, 
intimidate, insult, spit upon, and en-
gage in violence against the unarmed 
dissidents and other independent civil 
society members in Cuba. These spec-
tacles are known as ‘‘acts of repudi-
ation.’’ The international press refers 
to the plainclothes thugs of the Cas-
tros’ state security apparatus as ‘‘civil-
ian government supporters,’’ but that 
doesn’t change their true nature. No, 
they’re not ‘‘plainclothes government 
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