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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
HONORING MR. TODD NELSON 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the years of service given to 
the people of Chautauqua County by Mr. Todd 
Nelson. Mr. Nelson served his constituency 
faithfully and justly during his tenure as the 
Kiantone Town Justice. 

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but 
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr. Nel-
son served his term with his head held high 
and a smile on his face the entire way. I have 
no doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting 
impression on the people of Chautauqua 
County. 

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the 
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr. 
Nelson is one of those people and that is why 
Madam Speaker I rise in tribute to him today. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOAN HASKELL 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the retirement of Joan Haskell 
from the Marshall County Farm Bureau, and to 
express my appreciation for her 14 years of 
service to her community. 

A Marshall County native with a strong agri-
culture background, Ms. Haskell achieved the 
position of Office Administrator with the Bu-
reau’s federation staff. Her extensive work 
with members of the Farm Bureau since 1995 
has earned Joan the respect and appreciation 
of her community. 

Madam Speaker, I commend Joan Haskell 
for her many years of loyalty and dedication to 
her fellow Iowans. It is an honor to represent 
Joan in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, and I know that my colleagues 
join me in wishing her a happy and healthy re-
tirement. 

f 

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF BO 
JOOST ON HIS OFFER OF AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACAD-
EMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-

standing young man from Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. I am happy to announce 
that Bo Joost of Sherwood, Ohio has been of-
fered an appointment to attend the United 
States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Mary-
land. 

Bo’s offer of appointment poises him to at-
tend the United States Naval Academy this fall 
with the incoming midshipmen Class of 2014. 
Attending one of our Nation’s military acad-
emies is an invaluable experience that offers 
a world-class education while placing de-
mands on those who undertake one of the 
most challenging and rewarding experiences 
of their lives. 

Bo brings an enormous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming 
Class of 2014. While attending Fairview High 
School in Sherwood, Ohio, Bo attained a 
grade point average of 4.0 that placed him 
first in his graduating class. He was inducted 
into the National Honor Society where he 
served as vice president his senior year. Bo 
was also a member of the Varsity Club and 
Foreign Language Society. 

Throughout high school, Bo participated in 
the football, baseball, and archery teams, hav-
ing served as co-Captain of the varsity football 
team his senior year. Bo has been active and 
held numerous leadership positions in Student 
Council, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Stu-
dents Against Destructive Decisions, Students 
for Action in Education, served as a D.A.R.E. 
role model, and participated in Lutheran Youth 
Fellowship. Bo also volunteers for relay for 
life, central shares, and vacation bible school. 
I am confident that Bo will carry the lessons of 
his student leadership to the Naval Academy. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Bo Joost on the accept-
ance of his appointment to the United States 
Naval Academy. Our service academies offer 
the finest military training and education avail-
able. I am positive that Bo will excel during his 
career at the Naval Academy and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in extending their best 
wishes to him as he begins his service to the 
Nation. 

f 

THE CONGRESSIONAL YOUTH AD-
VISORY COUNCIL: A LEGACY OF 
SERVICE 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I ask my fellow colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the 2009–2010 Congres-
sional Youth Advisory Council. This year 45 
students from public, private, and home 
schools in grades 9 through 12 made their 
voices heard and made a difference in their 
communities, their country and their Congress. 

These students volunteered their time, effort, 
and talent to inform me about the important 
issues facing their generation. As young lead-
ers within their communities and their schools, 
these students boldly represent the promise 
and the hope we all have for their very bright 
future. 

President Ronald Reagan said, ‘‘Freedom is 
never more than one generation away from 
extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in 
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, pro-
tected, and handed on for them to do the 
same, or one day we will spend our sunset 
years telling our children and our children’s 
children what it was once like in the United 
States where men were free.’’ 

To ensure that the blessing of freedom is 
passed from one generation to the next, the 
members of the CYAC spent time interviewing 
a veteran and documenting the experience for 
the ‘‘Preserving History Project.’’ Today I’m 
proud to submit the brief summaries provided 
so the patriotic service of our dedicated vet-
erans and the thoughtful work of the CYAC 
may be preserved for antiquity in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. A copy of each sub-
mitted student summary follows. 

To each member of the Congressional 
Youth Advisory Council, thank you for making 
this year and this group a success. It is not a 
coincidence that this congressional tribute 
celebrates two generations of service. Each of 
you is trusted with the precious gift of free-
dom. 

You are the voices of the future and I salute 
you. God bless you and God bless America. 

The summary follows: 
I chose someone who was close to the 

hearts of my family, a man of God, and 
someone who is loyal to his country, Captain 
Jones. Born and raised in El Paso, Texas, 
after Captain Jones joined the Navy, he ex-
panded tremendously beyond those Texas 
border lines. Captain Jones has a genuine 
outlook on the thirty-five years he served in 
the Navy and is nothing less than satisfied 
with those years. He finished college while 
gaining his commission in the Navy, and 
still had an ample amount of time to con-
tinue serving in the military, which he did 
with full devotion and determination. Cap-
tain Jones is a great man, and his story is 
one of a kind. Prior to this exceptional inter-
view, I already had a great appreciation for 
the Navy, as well as the other branches of 
service, because I grew up with a father who 
actively served to protect the United States 
of America. Even with my previous knowl-
edge and gratitude of the military service, 
after I completed the personal interview 
with Captain Jones, my eyes and my mind 
were open to more reasons why I truly sup-
port all of the troops. I still get a sudden 
shock when I hear that one person in the 
crowd, say anything but good things about 
the United States Military Force. However, 
as Captain Jones would so kindly put it, 
‘‘Don’t be narrow minded to the good oppor-
tunities that the military has to offer.’’—Va-
lencia King 
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TRIBUTE TO EMMA SKAHILL 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate Emma Skahill, of 
Earlham, Iowa, who has achieved national 
recognition for exemplary volunteer service in 
her community. The 2010 Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards program recently named 
Emma as a Distinguished Finalist of top youth 
volunteers in Iowa for her part in organizing a 
fund-raising walk and awareness campaign to 
help with the construction of a Habitat for Hu-
manity house for a Mississippi family in need. 

Created in 1995, by Prudential Financial in 
partnership with the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals (NASSP), The 
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards annu-
ally honors the most impressive student volun-
teers in each state and the District of Colum-
bia. This organization strives to impress upon 
all youth volunteers that their contributions are 
critically important and highly valued, while in-
spiring other young individuals to follow their 
example. Over the past 15 years, the program 
has become the nation’s largest youth rec-
ognition effort based solely on community 
service, and has honored nearly 100,000 
young volunteers at the local, state and na-
tional level. 

Madam Speaker, individuals such as Emma 
Skahill must be recognized and applauded for 
their sincere dedication to maintaining a 
healthy community and for their positive im-
pact on the lives of others. Emma’s actions 
show that young Americans can—and do— 
play important roles in our nation, and I am 
proud to represent Emma, her family and her 
fellow volunteers in the United States Con-
gress. 

f 

GUADALUPE FLORES JUAREZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Guadalupe 
Flores Juarez who has received the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. Guadalupe Flores Juarez is an 8th 
grader at Wheat Ridge Middle School and re-
ceived this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Guadalupe 
Flores Juarez is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Guadalupe Flores Juarez for winning 
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth award. I have no doubt she 
will exhibit the same dedication and character 
to all her future accomplishments. 

CONGRATULATING BUTLER UNI-
VERSITY ON REACHING THE 
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL NA-
TIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate my hometown Butler 
Bulldogs on their first ever run to the NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Championship Game. 

While their loss to Duke was painful for fans 
of the Bulldog faithful, it was a great ride and 
the entire State of Indiana was ecstatic to be 
a part of it. 

The game itself was nothing short of epic. 
Fifteen lead changes. Two shots to win it in 
the final thirteen seconds. 

But most importantly, both teams rep-
resented the peak of success on AND off the 
court. 

While many athletic programs focus on at-
tracting NBA prospects instead of student ath-
letes, we saw two schools with 90-percent- 
plus graduation rates playing for the national 
championship. 

This run allowed the Bulldogs to introduce 
America to something we know as the Butler 
Way—which means playing with character and 
toughness, and placing team above self. 

In the end, Duke took home the champion-
ship, but Butler won the hearts of the Amer-
ican people. 

Mark my words—Butler will be back again 
next year running with the big dogs—winning 
their way. The Butler Way. 

f 

ESMERALDA VALDEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Esmeralda 
Valdez who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Esmeralda Valdez is an 8th grader at Moore 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Esmeralda 
Valdez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Esmeralda Valdez for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all her 
future accomplishments. 

TRIBUTE TO DEREK MUIRDEN 

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the outstanding career of Mr. 
Derek Muirden, a veteran of the armed forces 
and one of northern New York’s most rec-
ognizable voices, for his decades of service to 
the North Country 

For years, Derek has produced quality pro-
gramming for Mountain Lake PBS, 
Plattsburgh’s public television station and has 
reached millions of viewers in New York, 
Vermont and Quebec. 

Derek has been a regional storyteller for 
decades through the many series he has pro-
duced and hosted including: People Near 
Here, Roadside Adventures, Roadside Rec-
ipes and Rustic Living. He is also noted in the 
region as a documentary filmmaker with pro-
ductions such as: A Castle in Every Heart: 
The Arto Monaco Story, Voices of Scotland, 
Then Again: Reliving History at Fort Ticon-
deroga and Reach for the Sky: Inside the U.S. 
Air Force Thunderbirds. 

Mr. Muirden is admired by many throughout 
our community for his in depth and enter-
taining reporting of the history of the North 
Country. He is held in high regards by many 
in our region because of his balanced report-
ing and his dedication to preparation and pro-
fessionalism. Creating hundreds of hours of 
television chronicling our region, he is a pro-
lific producer and host of programs that cap-
ture the unique feel and environment of the 
Adirondacks and our North Country region. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to congratu-
late and thank Derek Muirden for his decades 
of effort to immortalize our community and 
honor our Nation. He is a great entertainer 
and a source of pride for our region, and the 
North Country would not be the same without 
him. 

f 

ERIKA LOPEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Erika Lopez 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Erika 
Lopez is an 8th grader at Mandalay Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Erika 
Lopez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Erika Lopez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
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