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the historic Anderson Collection from 
the Rosebud Reservation, which was 
gathered in the 1880s and 1890s. This 
museum is one of three such unique 
and important Museums nationwide 
under the care of the Indian Arts and 
Crafts Board. Over the years, this Mu-
seum’s collections have grown into one 
of the most extensive collections of 
Lakota/Dakota/Nakota artifacts. Ms. 
Montileaux and her staff have worked 
tirelessly to preserve these possessions. 
Housed within the Journey Museum for 
the past 13 years, items from the Sioux 
Indian Museum are viewed by the pub-
lic in a realistic travel through time. 

For 42 years, Ms. Montileaux worked 
to preserve the history of the Lakota/ 
Dakota/Nakota people by maintaining 
existing collections, as well acquiring 
new pieces of art. According to Authur 
Amiotte, during her long career she as-
sisted in and witnessed the beginning 
careers of many traditional tribal arti-
san and contemporary painters, sculp-
tors, and jewelers. Among her varied 
responsibilities, she coordinated a 
number of special exhibits each year to 
highlight the work of emerging artists. 
The integrity of the collections within 
the museum and their existence for fu-
ture generations is in no small part 
thanks to Ms. Montileaux. 

Ms. Montileaux went about her im-
portant work each day quietly and 
without any self interest; all of her at-
tention was always focused on the col-
lections and their importance to the 
tribes and all residents of South Da-
kota. Again, I congratulate her on her 
retirement and wish her and her hus-
band Don Montileaux all the best on 
their future endeavors.∑ 
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REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER W. 
WHITE 

∑ Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, in the 
past couple of years, the economy took 
a turn for the worse, and the Commu-
nity Legal Aid Society, Inc.—CLASI, 
for short—in my home State of Dela-
ware, was hit with a triple whammy. 
More people needed help while there 
were fewer private and government 
contributions to go around. 

CLASI’s executive director, Chris-
topher W. White, faced these new, in-
creasing, and difficult challenges 
bravely and with an amazing sense of 
determination. Some would say Chris 
did his best work when the going got 
particularly tough. 

Today, the Legal Aid Society is a 
wonderful and esteemed nonprofit law 
firm dedicated to providing advice to 
people with low incomes or disabilities 
as well as those who are elderly. The 
success of CLASI is in large part due to 
Chris’s almost two decades of hard 
work, direction, and excellent fund-
raising abilities. His devotion to CLASI 
was clear during the recent recession, 
when he lowered his own salary so that 
others could keep their jobs. 

However, the Delaware and legal 
communities faced a tragic blow last 
week when Chris’s life was tragically 
cut short on Wednesday, April 21. He 
was 48. 

You can’t go far in Wilmington with-
out hearing that Chris was a brilliant 
advocate and overall great person. 
When you talked with Chris, his pas-
sion and drive would rub off on you. He 
had the effect of making everyone who 
knew him want to become a better per-
son. 

Much of this was owed to Chris’s cha-
risma. He was one-of-a-kind, and his in-
telligence never came off as preten-
tious. Everything that Chris did was 
driven by his heart—not politics or ca-
reer-climbing—and a strong desire to 
make things better in his community. 

Chris was a preacher’s son and a 
graduate of Boston College and Suffolk 
University Law School. During law 
school, Chris had a summer internship 
at Harvard Legal Aid, which changed 
his life. He could have been a private 
attorney with a high salary and a frac-
tion of the workload of a public inter-
est attorney. However, Chris devoted 
his entire professional career to Dela-
ware’s Community Legal Aid Society. 
Some of the highlights of his very 
bright career were when he argued be-
fore the Delaware Supreme Court. 

One of his passions was the issue of 
safe, affordable, and adequate housing. 
The original Legal Aid Society dates 
back to 1946, but just recently CLASI 
added the Fair Housing Program to en-
force fair housing rights for all people 
regardless of race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, disability, and fa-
milial status. This is in large part due 
to Chris’s commitment to this issue. 
He was involved with many community 
development and housing organizations 
and took up the cause before the State 
general assembly. He wrote a new 
State law to settle conflicts between 
manufactured-home owners and land-
lords. He also reworked New Castle 
County’s landlord-tenant code so ten-
ants could better understand their 
rights. 

Chris’s hard work was widely recog-
nized by his peers. He received the New 
Lawyers Distinguished Service Award 
from the Delaware State Bar Associa-
tion in 1999 and the Kind Policy Award 
from the Delaware Housing Coalition 
in 1997. 

Only days after his passing, one of 
his many projects was opened in down-
town Wilmington. He had led the ren-
ovation of an abandoned commercial 
space into ‘‘Shipley Lofts,’’ a 23-unit 
artist community. The 1,500-square- 
foot gallery has been named the Chris-
topher W. White Gallery in his mem-
ory, and the nonprofit organization 
that oversees the project has been re-
named the Christopher W. White Com-
munity Development Corporation. 

Chris gave everything he had—mind, 
body, time, resources—to those with-

out a voice. Tragically, he was hit by a 
car in front of the building he worked 
so hard to develop as a place of vitality 
and creativity. 

The loss of Christopher W. White is a 
great loss to Delaware. He will be truly 
missed. My sympathies go out to his 
family, friends, and colleagues, espe-
cially his wife Leandria and their chil-
dren, Josh and Kayla, and his mother, 
Donna.∑ 
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REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER C. 
BOLKCOM 

∑ Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
speak in order to honor the life and 
achievements of Christopher C. 
Bolkcom, Congressional Research 
Service Specialist, on the occasion of 
the first anniversary of his passing 
away, on May 1, 2009. 

Christopher Bolkcom served Congress 
with distinction for 9 years at the Li-
brary of Congress as a specialist in 
military aviation for the Congressional 
Research Service. He held a bachelor’s 
degree in international relations from 
the University of Minnesota, a mas-
ter’s degree in international affairs 
from American University in Wash-
ington, DC, and a master’s degree in 
national security strategy from the 
National War College in Washington, 
DC. 

Christopher was born on June 13, 
1962, in Minneapolis, MN, raised there 
and then spent his adult life and career 
in the National Capitol Region until 
his untimely death on May 1, 2009. 

Christopher was recognized through-
out Congress, the military Services, 
the defense community, and the aero-
nautical industry as an expert on the 
management, operational use and pro-
curement of military aircraft. In that 
capacity, he assisted Congress in its 
legislative and oversight activities, in-
cluding testifying before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee; the House 
Armed Services Committee; the Senate 
Commerce, Science and Transportation 
Committee; and the Senate Govern-
mental Affairs Committee. Christopher 
published many influential CRS re-
ports on such subjects as Air Force aer-
ial refueling; the role of airpower in 
counterinsurgency operations; tactical 
aviation and bomber force moderniza-
tion; military aviation safety; suppres-
sion of enemy air defenses; and pro-
tecting commercial aircraft from 
shoulder-fired missiles. He provided ob-
jective, expert analysis on a number of 
issues, including the Joint Strike 
Fighter and the KC–X Tanker, to Con-
gress, the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, and to me and my staff person-
ally—analysis for which I am very 
grateful. 

Christopher displayed generous en-
thusiasm for meeting the professional 
needs of colleagues and clients, enliv-
ened by persistent humor and wit in 
his interpersonal relations. He worked 
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