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President Ronald Reagan said, ‘‘Freedom is 

never more than one generation away from 
extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in 
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, pro-
tected, and handed on for them to do the 
same, or one day we will spend our sunset 
years telling our children and our children’s 
children what it was once like in the United 
States where men were free.’’ 

To ensure that the blessing of freedom is 
passed from one generation to the next, the 
members of the CYAC spent time interviewing 
a veteran and documenting the experience for 
the ‘‘Preserving History Project.’’ Today I’m 
proud to submit the brief summaries provided 
so the patriotic service of our dedicated vet-
erans and the thoughtful work of the CYAC 
may be preserved for antiquity in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. A copy of each sub-
mitted student summary follows. 

To each member of the Congressional 
Youth Advisory Council, thank you for making 
this year and this group a success. It is not a 
coincidence that this congressional tribute 
celebrates two generations of service. Each of 
you is trusted with the precious gift of free-
dom. 

You are the voices of the future and I salute 
you. God bless you and God bless America. 

The summary follows: 
Louis A. Giamporcaro served as a Tech-

nical Sergeant in WWII. He worked with all 
forms of communication: teletype, phone, 
radio, photography, etc and was responsible 
for copying Morse code to send messages to 
different places and receive incoming mes-
sages. In addition, he was ordered to inter-
cept where bullet shells were coming from 
and give instructions to the artillery unit so 
they could respond. His team’s main assign-
ment was to act as a liaison between the 
American Army and the Italian Army and 
place the army on the allied side. Unfortu-
nately, it never materialized. After my inter-
view with Mr. Giamporcaro, I gained valu-
able insight that I would have never been 
able to obtain had I read my U.S. History 
textbook. War is real and it is not something 
to be taken lightly. Many Americans now-
adays tend to forget that war is existent be-
cause it is not happening on U.S. soil. In ad-
dition, I believe the citizens of America have 
become a little less disturbed of the thought 
of a fallen soldier because death is a reoccur-
ring, constant process. This should not be 
the case. Every lost life of a soldier results 
in a loss of a whole generation of Americans. 
I also learned that no matter what position 
a soldier has in the military, they are an in-
tegral part to the execution of battle plans. 
The military functions as one unit, which is 
supported by many different departments. As 
a result, we are called upon to recognize and 
shine light to the millions of unsung war he-
roes who fought for our country to provide 
for the general welfare of the people.—Julia 
Wang 
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COMMEMORATING THE 2010 
WORKERS’ MEMORIAL DAY 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 2010 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise. 
today to join the millions of men and women 

across our country that will stand in silence 
today to honor the memory of those individ-
uals who have lost their lives or have been in-
jured on the job. Today, April 28, 2010, is 
Workers’ Memorial Day, a day created by the 
AFL–CIO and its membership, on which we 
honor all working men and women in this 
country for their sacrifice and dedication. 

The first Workers’ Memorial Day was cele-
brated in the United States on April 28, 1989. 
The date was chosen because it was the anni-
versary of the establishment of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA). Since its inception, OSHA has 
worked to protect employees on job sites 
across the country. While OSHA has done a 
great deal to protect the safety and interests 
of workers, more must be done to protect 
workers and hold accountable those employ-
ers who fail to ensure the safety of their em-
ployees. 

This years’ Workers’ Memorial Day has a 
special significance for those of us in Con-
necticut. It was a little more than two months 
ago that on February 7, 2010, 6 workers lost 
their lives and another 26 were injured when 
an explosion occurred at the Kleen Energy 
plant in Middletown, CT. This horrific accident 
should never have happened and it is the re-
sponsibility of each and every one of us to not 
only honor the memory of those that were lost, 
but to ensure that such a tragedy never hap-
pens again. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that all my col-
leagues join me and working men and women 
around the country in remembering the men 
and women who have been killed or injured 
on the job and to honor the families whom 
have lost so much. 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE AN-
THRAX ATTACK COMMEMORA-
TIVE STAMP RESOLUTION 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 2010 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today I in-
troduce a resolution directing the Citizens’ 
Stamp Advisory Committee to recommend to 
the Postmaster General that a commemorative 
stamp be issued to honor the lives of Joseph 
Curseen, Jr. and Thomas Morris, Jr., the two 
United States Postal Service (USPS) workers, 
and District of Columbia natives, who died as 
a result of their exposure to anthrax while 
working at the USPS facility located at 900 
Brentwood Road, NE, Washington, D.C., dur-
ing the 2001 anthrax attack. This commemora-
tive stamp meets the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory 
Committee’s requirement that no postal item 
may be issued sooner than five years after an 
individual’s death. 

Joseph Curseen, Jr. and Thomas Morris, Jr. 
served the USPS honorably and diligently for 
a combined period of 52 years until their 
deaths on October 22, 2001, and October 21, 
2001, respectively. Curseen, remembered as 
a quiet man with a fuzzy mustache, loved to 
tell stories and loved his church. He was so 
dedicated to his work, that during the 15 years 
that he worked for the USPS, he never called 

in sick. His co-workers described him as 
someone who was kind and courteous, who 
stayed at the Post Office seven days a week, 
giving up breaks to get the mail out, and who 
regularly led a postal worker Bible study 
group. In his neighborhood of Cambridge Es-
tates, Maryland, Curseen was the president of 
the homeowners association, an avid jogger, 
and a member of St. John the Evangelist 
Church. To his neighbors, Curseen was some-
one who everyone knew, who was friendly, 
and who worked quietly, but ‘‘really got things 
done.’’ He helped build a playground and park 
in the Cambridge Estates area, even though 
he and his wife had no children. Although 
Curseen lived in Clinton, Maryland, he grew 
up in Southeast D.C., where Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Roman Catholic Church was his 
childhood parish and school. Curseen’s wife, 
Celestine Willingham Curseen, to whom he 
was married for 16 years, described her late 
husband as a generous, kind, hard-working 
man who will be greatly missed. 

Thomas Morris, Jr. also grew up in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, although he and his family 
moved to Suitland, Maryland. Before joining 
the USPS, Morris served in the United States 
Air Force. Morris joined the USPC in 1973 and 
worked as a distribution clerk. He was a hard 
worker who had no aversion to working over-
time, a proud husband and father of one son 
and two stepchildren, as well as the president 
of a bowling league team. To his neighbors, 
Morris was a quiet, thoughtful, deeply religious 
and humble man, who dispensed helpful, and 
often paternal advice to his younger neigh-
bors. His wife, Mary, described him as true to 
others and to himself, as someone who was 
respectful and law-abiding. 

Please join me in honoring the lives of these 
two men, who died serving their country, and 
in requesting a commemorative stamp in their 
memory. 

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. EARL 
DURDEN 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 28, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is with both great honor and humility that I rise 
to recognize the life of Mr. Earl Durden. After 
18 years, Earl succumbed to his battle with 
cancer and now rests in peace. Throughout 
his 78 years, Mr. Durden spent his days work-
ing as a community leader, and I am proud to 
honor his lifetime as a compassionate giver 
and visionary. 

Mr. Durden came from humble beginnings. 
He was born the son of a farmer outside of 
Dothan, Alabama, but became a powerful 
leader in the transportation industry. While he 
was a well known railroad magnate throughout 
Florida, Mr. Durden was perhaps best known 
as a local philanthropist and for his quiet char-
ity. Earl Durden was a friend to many and was 
respected by even more. He was a man who 
always gave generously and has good deeds 
that will forever go unknown. Even during his 
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