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country, otherwise they are here ille-
gally. There is a lot of fear mongering, 
political hype, and misinformation 
about the State of Arizona trying to le-
gally protect itself from illegal entry 
into its State. 

Arizona acts because Washington is 
blissfully silent and sleeps. Rather 
than join this rant, the White House 
should grant the request of border gov-
ernors and send the National Guard to 
the border to enforce the rule of law. 
After all, that is the government’s job. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment bills of the House of the following 
titles: 

H.R. 5146. An act to provide that Members 
of Congress shall not receive a cost of living 
adjustment in pay during fiscal year 2011. 

H.R. 5147. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding 
and expenditure authority of the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to extend authorizations for the 
airport improvement program, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

b 1015 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2499, PUERTO RICO DE-
MOCRACY ACT OF 2009 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 1305 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1305 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2499) to pro-
vide for a federally sanctioned self-deter-
mination process for the people of Puerto 
Rico. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour and 30 min-
utes, with one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources and 30 minutes controlled by Rep-
resentative Velázquez of New York or her 
designee. After general debate the bill shall 
be considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider 
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Natural Re-
sources now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points 
of order against the committee amendment 
in the nature of a substitute are waived ex-
cept those arising under clause 10 of rule 
XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule 

XVIII, no amendment to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be in order except those printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a 
Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill 
for amendment the Committee shall rise and 
report the bill to the House with such 
amendments as may have been adopted. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

SEC. 2. The Chair may entertain a motion 
that the Committee rise only if offered by 
the chair of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources or his designee. The Chair may not 
entertain a motion to strike out the enact-
ing words of the bill (as described in clause 
9 of rule XVIII). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. POLIS. For the purposes of de-
bate only, I yield the customary 30 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART). All time 
yielded during consideration of the rule 
is for debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members be 
given 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on House 
Resolution 1305. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 1305 

provides for consideration of H.R. 2499, 
the Puerto Rico Democracy Act of 2009, 
under a structured rule. The rule pro-
vides 1 hour and 30 minutes of general 
debate, with 1 hour equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Natural Resources and 30 minutes con-
trolled by Representative VELÁZQUEZ 
of New York. The rule makes in order 
those amendments printed in the re-
port of the Committee on Rules. The 
amendments made in order may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the 
Rules Committee report, may be of-
fered only by a Member designated in 
the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report, equally divided and 
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for a division of the question. Fi-
nally, the rule provides one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions. 

The rule is a fair rule. There were 35 
amendments submitted for this bill, 13 
of which were found to be nongermane. 
Of the remaining amendments, eight 
are made in order under this rule— 
three offered by Republicans and five 
offered by Democrats. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 2499, the Puerto 
Rico Democracy Act. I’d like to thank 
Speaker PELOSI, who has been an unre-
lenting champion of this important 
issue; and Leader HOYER, whose strong 
support of this bill helped bring the 
resolution to the floor. I also want to 
recognize Resident Commissioner 
PIERLUISI for sponsoring the bill and 
Chairman RAHALL for his leadership on 
this issue. 

This bill is based on the most funda-
mental democratic principle, the rule 
of self-determination. Puerto Rico has 
been a U.S. territory for over 100 years; 
yet during that time, Congress has 
never bothered to determine whether 
Puerto Ricans are actually satisfied 
with the status quo. H.R. 2499 aims to 
fix that by offering fellow citizens this 
basic right. 

Puerto Ricans have been American 
citizens since 1917. During that time, 
they’ve contributed to our country’s 
culture and economy while also serving 
proudly in the Armed Forces to defend 
our Nation. In fact, Puerto Rico has 
historically ranked alongside the top 
five States in per capita military serv-
ice in defense of our Nation. 

Yet, in spite of the contributions 
Puerto Ricans have made to this coun-
try, they do not receive all of the bene-
fits that are due to them as American 
citizens. Their representative in Con-
gress is a resident commissioner, who 
works tirelessly to advance their inter-
ests, yet has limited voting rights, in-
stead of several Congresspeople with 
full voting rights the Puerto Ricans de-
serve. While they pay many taxes, Fed-
eral programs treat Puerto Rico less 
than equally when compared to the 50 
States. As I mentioned before, while 
they have courageously served in the 
military, and in fact at a higher rate 
than many other States, they do not 
yet have the right to vote for President 
of the United States, the Commander 
in Chief. 

It’s imperative that Congress act to 
right these wrongs which Puerto 
Ricans have had to live through for so 
long. The Puerto Rico Democracy Act 
would do that. If enacted, this bill 
would authorize a plebiscite process 
which would offer Puerto Ricans the 
chance to vote on the future of their is-
land. The plebiscite would ask the un-
ambiguous question: Are you satisfied 
with the status quo? If a majority of 
Puerto Ricans vote ‘‘yes,’’ then the 
government of Puerto Rico would be 
authorized to hold regular plebiscites 
every 8 years to ensure that voters con-
tinue to have the opportunity to ex-
press themselves democratically over 
time. 
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