
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 156, Pt. 6 7417 May 6, 2010 
Rehberg 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Scalise 
Schmidt 

Schock 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Terry 

Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walden 
Wamp 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wilson (SC) 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—15 

Barrett (SC) 
Blackburn 
Bonner 
Brady (TX) 
Campbell 

Davis (AL) 
DeGette 
Fattah 
Hoekstra 
Kennedy 

McCollum 
Melancon 
Mollohan 
Napolitano 
Velázquez 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in the vote. 

b 1211 
So (two-thirds not being in the af-

firmative) the motion was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Armed Services: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, May 5, 2010. 

Speaker NANCY PELOSI, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: I hereby resign my 
appointment to the House Armed Services 
Committee so that I might accept the ap-
pointment to House Committee on Appro-
priations. 

It has been my distinct honor to serve on 
the Armed Services Committee these past 
three years and I feel privileged to have been 
able to serve under the Honorable Chairman 
Ike Skelton. However I must resign my ap-
pointment to this committee effective imme-
diately in order to begin work on the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and continue my 
work on the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence. 

Sincerely, 
PATRICK J. MURPHY. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and insert extra-
neous material on the bill, H.R. 5019, 
into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOME STAR ENERGY RETROFIT 
ACT OF 2010 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1329 and rule 

XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5019. 

b 1214 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5019) to 
provide for the establishment of the 
Home Star Retrofit Rebate Program, 
and for other purposes, with Ms. 
EDWARDS of Maryland in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

b 1215 

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 
bill is considered read the first time. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MARKEY) and the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BARTON) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. 
Madam Chair, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. WAX-
MAN), the chairman of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Chair, I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 5019, the 
Home Star Energy Retrofit Act of 2010. 

This legislation, more than anything, 
is about jobs. When enacted and fund-
ed, Home Star will create 168,000 new 
jobs here in the United States. These 
are jobs that won’t be outsourced over-
seas. They are construction jobs in our 
neighborhoods and our communities. 
And they’re manufacturing jobs for 
workers at factories in America. Near-
ly one in four workers in the home con-
struction and services industry has 
been laid off. Passing Home Star says, 
‘‘Help is on the way.’’ 

Home Star would accomplish this by 
establishing a rebate program for the 
installation of energy-efficient home 
upgrades. These rebates would encour-
age homeowners to hire contractors to 
install new, efficient heating and air 
conditioning, to insulate their homes, 
and to replace drafty windows and 
doors. It’s an approach that can benefit 
every contractor in this country, from 
small independent businesses to con-
tractors associated with large home 
improvement store chains. 

This legislation also saves consumers 
money, and it cuts pollution. When it 
is fully funded, Home Star will allow 3 
million families to retrofit their homes 
to be more energy efficient. 

Homes in America account for over 
20 percent of the Nation’s carbon pollu-
tion. Existing technologies and prac-
tices can cut home energy use by up to 
40 percent. That would slash carbon 
pollution by millions of tons. 

This is a bipartisan bill. It was intro-
duced by Representatives WELCH and 
EHLERS. The legislation was reported 
favorably from the Energy and Com-

merce Committee last month in a bi-
partisan vote of 30–17. Representative 
WELCH and Subcommittee Chairman 
MARKEY deserve special recognition for 
their hard work in pushing this legisla-
tion to become a reality. 

The bill also has support from a re-
markably broad coalition that ranges 
from local contractors to environ-
mentalists to organizations like the 
National Association of Manufacturers 
and the Chamber of Commerce. These 
groups all support Home Star because 
it’s a commonsense program that’s 
good for the country. 

One question that was raised when 
the rule was being debated is whether 
this will affect our deficit. This is a 
complete red herring. The legislation 
we are considering today is an author-
ization. It does not spend a dollar of 
taxpayers’ funds. That’s why the non-
partisan CBO says enacting this bill 
would not affect direct spending of rev-
enues. Once we have passed this legis-
lation, we will need to pass another bill 
that provides the funds to carry it out. 
We will do that in a fiscally responsible 
way. 

I urge Members to vote for jobs, for 
consumers, and for the environment. 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT 
AND GOVERNMENT REFORM, 

Washington, DC, May 4, 2010. 
Hon. HENRY WAXMAN, 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN WAXMAN: I am writing to 

confirm our mutual understanding with re-
spect to the consideration of H.R. 5019, the 
Home Star Energy Retrofit Act of 2010. 

I appreciate your efforts to consult with 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform regarding those provisions of 
H.R. 5019 that fall within the Oversight Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction, including provisions 
related to the federal civil service and acqui-
sition policy. 

Given the importance of moving this bill 
forward promptly, I do not intend to object 
to its consideration in the House. However, I 
do so only with the understanding that this 
procedure should not be construed to preju-
dice this Committee’s jurisdictional interest 
or prerogatives in the subject matter of H.R. 
5019, or any other similar legislation. 

I would also request your support for the 
appointment of conferees from the Oversight 
Committee should H.R. 5019 or a similar Sen-
ate bill be considered in conference with the 
Senate. 

Finally, I request that you include our ex-
change of letters on this matter in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
this legislation on the House floor. 

Sincerely, 
EDOLPHUS TOWNS, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND 
COMMERCE, 

Washington, DC, May 5, 2010. 
Hon. EDOLPHUS TOWNS, 
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-

ment Reform, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN TOWNS: Thank you for 

your letter regarding H.R. 5019, the ‘‘Home 
Star Energy Retrofit Act of 2010.’’ The Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce recognizes 
the jurisdictional interest of the Committee 
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