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HONORING LAWRENCE AMENDOLA 

FOR A LIFETIME OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
acknowledge the retirement of a great friend 
to Connecticut workers, a longtime family 
friend to both me and my parents, and a fix-
ture in the life of New Haven, Lawrence 
Amendola. 

A graduate of Wilbur Cross High School in 
New Haven, Larry has spent his entire life 
helping people and improving our City. After 
three years with Plymouth Electric and two 
years in the U.S. Army, Corporal Amendola 
became the manager of the New Haven mu-
nicipal Golf Course in 1956. This job would 
mark the start of what would become Larry’s 
continuing passion—to make the City of New 
Haven both a better place to work and a bet-
ter place to play. 

After ten years with Community Progress, 
Inc., where he and I worked together for better 
housing and urban renewal, Larry returned to 
work for the City in 1973, when Congress 
passed the Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act (C.E.T.A.), a successor to the 
Works Progress Administration of the New 
Deal. As a Supervisor, Director of Education & 
Work Training, and eventually Administrative 
Director of C.E.T.A. in New Haven, Larry 
helped match low-income and unemployed 
Connecticut citizens with short-term work for 
public and non-profit organizations. 

Even after moving to the City’s Parks De-
partment in 1984, where he served as a 
Recreation Program Supervisor until, his re-
tirement last September, Larry continued his 
commitment to Connecticut’s working people. 
As the longtime President of AFSCME’s Local 
3144, a position he held for 24 years, he has 
been a fierce and forthright advocate on be-
half of workers and their families. In fact, he 
was a guiding force as we worked together to 
forge a management union in New Haven. As 
any Member of the 3144 can well tell you, 
Larry is a great fighter for working men and 
women, and a good man to have in your cor-
ner. 

To his credit, Larry takes play as seriously 
as work. He has been active in promoting 
countless adult and youth sports leagues in 
Connecticut, and has been involved with the 
Special Olympics, the New Haven Boys Club, 
the YMCA & YWCA, A.S.A. Umpires, the 
Youth Football Association, and dozens of 
other worthy organizations. 

I thank Larry deeply for his service to the 
City on all of these fronts. Over the course of 
a long career, he has enriched our lives and 
our community. And I congratulate him on 
reaching this milestone. Congratulations, 
Larry, you have earned it. 

HONORING MR. TOM LAMONT 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the accomplishments of Mr. Tom La-
mont, a recent inductee into the Laredo Busi-
ness Hall of Fame. Mr. Lamont currently owns 
Lamont Oil & Gas Company, an oil and gas 
exploration company. 

As a native Texan, Mr. Lamont has dedi-
cated his career and services to the commu-
nity with his expertise and knowledge in busi-
ness, oil and gas, and entrepreneurial endeav-
ors. From a childhood grounded in education 
as a top priority and through the teachings of 
his parents, Mr. Lamont learned at an early 
age that hard work and commitment was a 
way of life. Growing up, he moved from Illinois 
to Alabama and back to Illinois in Chicago 
where he attended Marion Catholic High 
School and met his high school sweetheart 
and future wife, Marianne Leslie. Throughout 
high school, Lamont played football, earning a 
scholarship to college. Mr. Lamont graduated 
from South Dakota School of Mines in Rapid 
City with his BA in Geological Engineering in 
1977. 

Mr. Lamont began his career as a fresh col-
lege graduate landing a field operations posi-
tion in a division of Baker called Exploration 
Logging. He then accepted another job work-
ing for several small independent oil compa-
nies over the next five years in Houston. The 
years of experience and gained knowledge 
deemed a promotion in Laredo, Texas as area 
manager for Texas Drilling Company in 1983. 
For ten years, Mr. Lamont worked day and 
night with responsibilities to ensure a stable 
operation. His work ethic and commitment 
awarded him a promotion to the company’s 
headquarters in Abilene. By this time, Laredo 
was home for Lamont—he opened up his con-
sulting company for oil and gas companies 
and mineral owners. He purchased Howland 
Surveying Company, which surveyed at that 
time close to 90 percent of oil and gas wells 
in Webb and Zapata counties in South Texas. 
With the help of his wife and ten years of hard 
work, Lamont brought the company from 4 
employees to 50. By 2006, he sold the com-
pany to his employees. 

While Mr. Lamont never strayed from his 
career in oil and gas business as current 
owner of Lamont Oil & Gas, he also took up 
recent efforts in Laredo, Texas to bring new 
experiences to the area such as promoting a 
water park and opening up Laredo’s only res-
taurant, bar and arcade named Hal’s Landing. 
Mr. Lamont is a successful entrepreneur and 
businessman, hunter, and a family man who 
has contributed to our community greatly. 

I am honored to have had this time to rec-
ognize Mr. Tom Lamont, a recent inductee 
into the Laredo Business Hall of Fame. He 
has exemplified characteristics of a strong 
work ethic and business savvy, qualities that 
earn appreciation. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
CAREER OF ERNIE HARWELL 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day May 4th, Legendary Detroit Tigers hall of 
fame announcer Ernie Harwell died at the age 
of 92 after a yearlong battle with cancer. 
Harwell had one of the longest runs of a 
broadcaster with one major league club, call-
ing Tigers games for 42 seasons. 

Harwell had been a big-league announcer 
for more than 10 years when he joined the Ti-
gers broadcast team in 1960. He called Tiger 
games for 42 seasons. In 55 seasons of 
broadcasting big-league baseball, he missed 
two games, neither because of his health. One 
was for his brother’s funeral in 1968 and the 
other was for his induction into the National 
Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association 
Hall of Fame in 1989. 

His career is woven into the fabric of base-
ball’s history. When he was calling games in 
Atlanta, he interviewed a young impressive hit-
ter from the Boston Red Sox named Ted Wil-
liams. As a young man in Atlanta he met Babe 
Ruth. He was so excited that he didn’t realize 
he had no paper to get an autograph from 
Babe. He got his autograph though and that 
experience was the title of his book, The Babe 
Signed My Shoe. 

Madam Speaker, I don’t know if summers in 
Detroit will be the same. Even though Ernie 
retired, his voice echoed in Tiger Stadium, 
Comerica Park and anywhere the Tigers were 
discussed. Throughout his time in the booth 
Ernie was able to bring Detroiters together 
even in our most trying times. Many Detroiters 
of my generation know where we were and 
who we were with when the Tigers won the 
World Series in 1968. We were all in different 
places, but we were all with Ernie. He was 
with us for every great game and every great 
Tiger’s memory. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE TOWER OF 
HOPE ON ITS OUTSTANDING AC-
COMPLISHMENTS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate the Tower of Hope 
on its great accomplishments and express my 
best wishes for its fourth annual gala. 

The Tower of Hope was created following 
the September 11th terrorist attacks in an ef-
fort to bring about hope and happiness to our 
wounded veterans. Through tireless and de-
voted work, the Tower of Hope raises funds to 
train assistance dogs and helps pair them with 
wounded veterans at no cost to our veterans. 

Thousands of those brave service men and 
women have been seriously wounded in com-
bat, many of them suffering from brain injuries, 
single and double amputations, and other trau-
matic wounds. Providing them with assistance 
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dogs helps them live more comfortable and 
independent lives. 

Madam Speaker, the Tower of Hope is dedi-
cated to improving the lives of our veterans. 
Not only have they helped wounded veterans 
regain their independence, but they have also 
spread hope and love among those in need 
and their families. The Tower of Hope has 
helped veterans and countless others live nor-
mal lives, go to college, and support their 
loved ones. I have the highest respect for the 
important work they continue to do and the 
ideals they convey. 

My thoughts and wishes are with them on 
their fourth annual ‘‘Lighting the Path’’ Gala. 
This event will help raise awareness of the im-
portance of service dogs for wounded vet-
erans and others with disabilities, and educate 
people about the benefits of such animals. In 
addition, I am proud of their upcoming initia-
tive, ‘‘100 Dogs in 1000 Days,’’ which will 
raise funds to train 100 service dogs and thus 
double the current number of service dogs 
available to wounded veterans. 

Throughout the years, this great nation has 
been shaped by our willingness to help our 
neighbors in their greatest time of need. This 
giving spirit that defines our country is em-
bodied in the Tower of Hope. We owe it to our 
veterans to support the development of a pro-
gram that inspires hope and strengthens our 
tradition of compassion to those who need it 
most. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank the Tower 
of Hope for its outstanding work, as well as all 
the volunteers and donors who have made 
these programs possible through their gen-
erosity. I wish the Tower of Hope the very 
best with their upcoming initiatives and stand 
ready to provide any assistance and will con-
tinue to advocate for America’s veterans. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize today as a National Day of Pray-
er. Congress first established a National Day 
of Prayer in 1952, and in 1988 set the first 
Thursday in May as the day for Presidents to 
issue proclamations asking Americans to pray. 
From its founding, America has had a rich her-
itage of affirming religious expression in the 
lives of its citizens. In fact, many of our na-
tion’s leaders make decisions based on a set 
of moral values, often rooted in their religions 
or spiritual beliefs. Commander-in-Chief 
George Washington regularly issued orders for 
military troops to attend and participate in reli-
gious gatherings. 

In the midst of the recent health care debate 
in Congress, I attended Sunday Service at the 
Capitol. I was particularly moved by the quote 
that was shared during the service, which was 
originally given by Chaplain Peter Marshall on 
the floor of the Senate 63 years ago: ‘‘Save us 
from accepting a little of what we know to be 
wrong in order to get a little of what we imag-
ine to be right. Help us to stand up for the in-
alienable rights of mankind and the principles 

of democratic government consistently and 
with courage, knowing that Thy power and 
Thy blessing will be upon us only when we 
are in the right. May we so speak, and vote, 
and live, as to merit Thy blessing. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.’’ 

I found this particularly poignant as I pre-
pared to cast my vote on the health care re-
form bill. One of many issues within this bill 
was the role of the federal government in sup-
porting abortion services. I believe federal 
support for elective abortions is morally wrong, 
and I know many of my colleagues share simi-
lar opinions. Chaplain Marshall’s words of cau-
tion from so many years ago offered me guid-
ance as I cast my vote against the legislation. 

Madam Speaker, the National Day of Prayer 
continues to stand as a wonderful representa-
tion of the religious and spiritual heritage of 
this great nation. Today I urge Americans to 
reflect on the significance of prayer in their 
lives and it is my hope that Americans will al-
ways observe the National Day of Prayer with 
reverence and reflection. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF PETER A. REILLY 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Peter A. 
Reilly of Connecticut who passed away on 
April 26, 2010. 

Peter Reilly, or the ‘‘Commish’’ as he was 
called to those who knew him best, was a 
giant in the Connecticut Labor Movement. 
Peter joined the Iron Workers Local #15 in 
1951. After 12 years as a member, Peter took 
on the role of Business Agent in 1963 before 
retiring as the Financial Secretary-Treasurer 
and Business Manager after 35 years of tire-
less service. Peter always stood up for the lit-
tle guy, and he never wavered in the fight to 
protect the interests of Connecticut’s working 
men and women. 

Peter was also a dedicated public servant. 
He was a member of the U.S. Army and Mer-
chant Marines, and served our nation honor-
ably during World War II. In his later years he 
served in a variety of posts on various state 
boards and committees during the administra-
tions of Governors Dempsey, Meskill, Grasso 
and O’Neill, carrying his belief in fair wages 
and standards for the working men and 
women he cared so deeply about. He later 
served as Deputy Commissioner and then 
Commissioner for the Connecticut Department 
of Labor under Governor Ella Grasso. On a 
personal note, I had the privilege to meet 
Commissioner Reilly as a newly elected state 
representative in 1987 and he was extremely 
kind and helpful to me. I learned a lot from 
him and became his friend for life. 

While his dedication to his union brothers 
and sisters was never far from his mind, it was 
Peter’s family that defined his life. While long 
days on the job often kept him away from 
home, his beloved wife Ruby, who stood by 
him for 54 years, including on the day he 
passed, his son Ed and his daughters Marie 

and Ruby, were never far from his thoughts. 
He is survived by them and his sister Marge 
Stempkowski, as well as six grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, the working men and 
women of Connecticut have lost a great cham-
pion, and many like myself have lost a dear 
friend. I ask that all members join me in hon-
oring the life and service of the ‘‘Commish’’, 
Peter A. Reilly. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ADOPT-A-CAT 
MONTH OF THE AMERICAN HU-
MANE ASSOCIATION 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I am pleased to announce that the month of 
June has been designated by the American 
Humane Association as Adopt-A-Cat Month. 
The American Humane Association, which is 
headquartered in Englewood, Colorado, was 
founded in 1877 and is the only national orga-
nization dedicated to creating a more humane 
and compassionate world by ending the abuse 
and neglect of children and animals. Estab-
lished in 1975, American Humane’s Adopt-A- 
Cat Month is a time to bring special attention 
to the need for—and the benefits of—adopting 
homeless cats and making a commitment to 
provide them with a lifetime of loving care. 

American Humane’s Adopt-A-Cat Month 
serves as a sobering reminder of this stag-
gering reality: every year, approximately 4 mil-
lion cats and kittens end up in animal shelters 
in the United States. Each of these cats is in 
need of a ‘‘forever’’ home, but tragically, only 
a small percentage will eventually find one. 
During Adopt-A-Cat Month, American Hu-
mane—in partnership with The CATalyst 
Council—urges Americans to adopt a home-
less cat from their local shelter or rescue 
group and provide it with a lifetime of love, as 
well as a lifetime of proper veterinary care. By 
championing cats as lifelong companions who 
enrich our lives in countless ways, American 
Humane is continuing its mission to promote 
the human-animal bond and combat the crisis 
of pet overpopulation, during Adopt-A-Cat 
Month and every month of the year. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EAST 
KENTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL WIN-
NING THE REGION THREE 
AWARD FOR THE ‘‘WE THE PEO-
PLE’’ 2010 NATIONAL FINALS 
COMPETITION 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to praise the students, their families and edu-
cators at East Kentwood High School, located 
in my Congressional District, who won the Re-
gion Three Award during the national finals of 
the 2010 ‘‘We the People: The Citizen and the 
Constitution’’ competition. The students and 
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