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claims and attains an impressive track record 
of environmental responsibility. 

As a local rancher in Webb and La Salle 
counties of Texas, Mr. Lewis understands and 
supports local landowners and the community. 
He is dedicated to excellence and diligent 
work ethic, which is synonymous to his busi-
ness and entrepreneurial endeavors. He is 
also actively involved in serving on the Board 
of Directors for the National Air and Space 
Museum. Currently living in San Antonio with 
his wife and their four children, Mr. Lewis is an 
avid aviator and war-bird collector in his spare 
time. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize Mr. Rodney Lewis, re-
cent inductee to the Laredo Business Hall of 
Fame. He is greatly appreciated in the gas 
and oil industry and has shown dedication and 
exemplary work ethic to contribute to the busi-
ness community. 
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Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor Spc. Jonathan M. French of Chassell, 
who, despite significant injuries, prevailed in 
his service to our country. Spc. French is 
being honored on May 15 as Grand Marshal 
in the 5th Annual Armed Forces Day Parade 
of Thanks in Hancock, Michigan. As the com-
munity pays tribute to Jonathan, I ask that the 
U.S. House of Representatives join me in hon-
oring his service. 

As a high school student at Saginaw Arthur 
Hill High School in Saginaw, Michigan, Jona-
than was an avid hockey player. He continued 
the sport while attending Michigan Techno-
logical University, in Houghton, Michigan, 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in geo-
logical engineering as well as a master’s de-
gree in civil engineering. He went on to play 
hockey with the Portage Lake Pioneers as 
part of the Great Lakes Hockey League, which 
won three national championships. 

Then, in 2007 Jonathan made the decision 
to swap hockey skates for combat boots, en-
listing in the Michigan National Guard 1431st 
Engineer Company (Sapper). Although he was 
eligible for the officer training program, he 
chose to retain his enlisted status in order to 
fight on the frontlines. Shortly after enlisting, 
Jonathan was deployed to Afghanistan with 
his unit. 

While in Afghanistan Jonathan was severely 
injured when a rocket propelled grenade ex-
ploded. Despite extensive internal and exter-
nal injuries, Jonathan ‘‘finished the fight’’ he 
was engaged in—a testament to his Yooper 
fortitude. He returned home, to face a new 
fight—a fight for his life—successfully under-
going a series of extensive surgeries. 

Jonathan is now in vocational rehabilitation 
and is transitioning back into his position as a 
civil engineer and project manager with the 
Baraga Telephone Company. Throughout it 
all, his wife Margaret, whom he married on 

June 7, 2003, has been by his side when pos-
sible and with him in spirit when distance sep-
arated them. 

Since his decision to enlist, Jonathan has 
shown grace, courage, humility and bravery. 
He has continued to serve in his community, 
volunteering as a Hunter Safety instructor and 
mentoring local youth. Serving as Grand Mar-
shal in the Parade of Thanks is a fitting tribute 
for all that Jonathan has given to his country 
and his community. 

Madam Speaker, the Parade of Thanks is a 
chance to honor the men and women who 
have answered the call to serve our nation 
with honor and with dignity. Without their cour-
age and sacrifices, the United States could not 
be the great nation we are today. Therefore, 
Madam Speaker, I ask that you and the entire 
U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
thanking Spc. Jonathan M. French on his 
commitment and service and applaud him on 
being named Grand Marshal of the Armed 
Forces Day Parade of Thanks. 
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Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Mr. Gary Mucha as he pre-
pares to retire as Senior Vice President of In-
tegration, Information Management and Per-
formance Excellence for BAE Systems. 

A native of Buffalo, NY, Mr. Mucha has over 
40 years of distinguished experience in the 
Aerospace and Defense industry including 30 
years of general management line operations 
experience and over 12 years of Corporate 
Executive Management responsibilities for 
BAE Systems. As a senior leader in the com-
pany during a period of significant growth, he 
successfully led the integration of over 20 cor-
porate acquisitions. He has also had primary 
responsiblility for a number of critical func-
tional areas, to include Information Manage-
ment; Information Assurance; Business Per-
formance Measurement; Safety, Health and 
Environmental Policy Regulations; Business 
Continuity; Property and Real Estate; and 
Strategic Procurement. 

As a recognized subject matter expert in his 
field, Mr. Mucha has made many speaking 
and lecturing appearances on behalf of BAE 
Systems at both private and public venues. 
Most recently, this included speeches at 
Georgetown University and the University of 
Tennessee as well as the keynote addresses 
at the Defense Manufacturing Conference and 
the Governor of Virginia Global Supply Con-
ference. 

In all that he has done, Mr. Mucha has 
demonstrated both a passion for business ex-
cellence and an effective translation of his val-
ues and views through his work and appear-
ances in both academia and the public and 
private sectors during his diverse career. In-
deed, his high standards and dedication to ex-
cellence exemplify the work ethic and commit-
ment to country of his hometown and all of 
Western New York. As a result of his commit-
ment to both the growth and development of 

future business leaders within the organiza-
tion, Mr. Mucha often accepted mentoring 
roles within BAE Systems. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to recognize 
the efforts and accomplishments of this out-
standing industry leader. I congratulate and 
thank Gary Mucha for his many years of serv-
ice to this nation and wish him a happy retire-
ment. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 90TH 
BIRTHDAY OF SIR MICHAEL 
BERRY 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a wonderful public servant, an excep-
tional individual and a patriotic American on 
the occasion of his 90th birthday. Sir Michael 
Berry is a prominent lawyer in Dearborn, 
Michigan whose venture into politics began in 
1948 with the first campaign of G. Mennen 
Williams, who was running for governor of the 
great State of Michigan. Michael was active in 
Michigan’s 16th Congressional District of the 
Democratic Party, which he joined in 1950. Mi-
chael became a precinct delegate, then a 
member of the Executive Board, and finally a 
member of the Democratic State Central Ex-
ecutive Committee, a position he retained until 
1964. 

Under Michael’s leadership from 1964 until 
1972, the 16th Congressional District became 
one of the most powerful congressional dis-
tricts in the State of Michigan, and grew in the 
1960s into the largest in the United States. Mi-
chael led the district with an extraordinary 
sense of fairness and discipline. 

Michael was one of the best district chair-
men the 16th District ever had. He was smart 
as all get out, hard-working and he had a 
great sense of policy and public interest. His 
sensitivity and honesty always kept the district 
in good shape. In over 50 years in Congress, 
the 16th District had many good chairmen, in 
fact, we have never had a chairman I didn’t 
respect, admire and love, and Michael was 
amongst the best of them. 

Michael Berry went on to serve as the long-
time chairman of the Wayne County Road 
Commission. The International Terminal at De-
troit Metro Airport and the Michael Berry Ca-
reer Center in Dearborn were named in his 
honor. He was awarded the National Order of 
Cedar by the Lebanese government on Octo-
ber 21, 1993, and was the recipient of the 
1998 Ellis Island Medal of Honor—among 
many other honors. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
rise and join me in wishing Sir Michael Berry, 
a truly great American, a very happy 90th 
birthday. 
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