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put their lives on the line for our country’s 
safety and freedom. It is a great act of patriot-
ism and human decency. 

The Connellsville Legion’s commitment to 
service members and their families is truly ad-
mirable. I commend Post No. 301 for volun-
teering its time and efforts to this worthy 
cause, and I thank the Post for its devoted citi-
zenship. 
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BIPARTISAN RESOLUTION CON-
DEMNING MALAWI’S HUMAN 
RIGHTS ABUSES 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce a bipartisan resolution calling on the 
Government of Malawi to immediately release 
two prisoners of conscience—Tiwonge 
Chimbalanga and Steven Monjeza—and to 
address the pervasive violation of human 
rights in the country and the criminalization of 
consensual sexual conduct by adults. 

Messrs. Chimbalanga and Monjeza were ar-
rested at their home on December 27, 2009, 
after holding a traditional engagement cere-
mony. These two men now stand accused of 
‘‘committing acts of gross indecency,’’ punish-
able by up to 14 years in prison under 
Malawi’s law. They have been repeatedly de-
nied bail and subjected to psychiatric evalua-
tion without their consent. While in prison, Mr. 
Monjeza’s health has gravely deteriorated. 

In prosecuting two innocent individuals sole-
ly on the basis of consensual sexual conduct, 
the Malawian authorities have severely vio-
lated the fundamental human rights of Mr. 
Chimbalanga and Mr. Monjeza under inter-
national law. 

Amnesty International has declared these 
men ‘‘prisoners of conscience’’, and Human 
Rights Watch and other organizations have 
called for their immediate release. 

The final ruling that will decide the fate of 
these men is expected on May 18, 2010. 

Today, with my colleague from Wisconsin, 
Representative TAMMY BALDWIN, I call on the 
Government of Malawi to immediately release 
these two individuals and for Secretary Clinton 
to closely monitor human rights abuses in Ma-
lawi. 
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HONORING MARIA RODRIGUEZ FOR 
A LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate decades of service to the com-
munity by a longtime and dear friend, both to 
me and my husband and to the children and 
families of New Haven, Connecticut: Maria 
Rodriguez. 

Elected to New Haven’s Board of Aldermen 
in 1976, Maria has the distinction of being the 
first Hispanic alderperson in the history of our 

city. But that service was only the beginning of 
her contributions to our city and state. For as 
long as I have known her, Maria has given of 
herself to the people around her, and has 
worked to make New Haven a richer, more vi-
brant, and more compassionate community. 

Indeed, Maria has spent a lifetime doing so. 
She began her career in the early 1970s as a 
trained mental health therapist at the Con-
necticut Mental Health Center, where she 
worked day in and day out to improve the ex-
perience and the quality of life of Hispanic 
families in the Greater New Haven area. As 
my husband Stan, Maria, and I worked on so 
many local political campaigns then, we be-
came great friends. She helped us to forge 
many wonderful friendships in New Haven’s 
Hispanic community. She is a tireless worker 
and a strong ally. 

After receiving her Masters from Southern 
Connecticut State University in 1983, and 
spending a year as a key and valuable aide to 
my predecessor, Bruce Morrison, Maria soon 
moved into full-time social work. For over 25 
years, through organizations such as the Con-
necticut Board of Education, Family Coun-
seling of Greater New Haven, and Latino 
Youth Development, Inc., she provided ther-
apy to families and students in need of mental 
health care. 

In her off-hours, Maria kept on giving. From 
serving on the board of the YMCA to tutoring 
students in her free time, she has always 
looked for more ways to help those in need 
and to improve our city. And, now that she 
has decided to retire from the Connecticut 
Board of Education, I can only expect she is 
already thinking of new ways to volunteer her 
time and her effort. 

For that is who Maria is. For decades now, 
she has continued to infuse our community 
with her warmth and energy, her caring and 
compassion. I thank her deeply for her service 
to the families of New Haven, and for her 
years of friendship to me. And I congratulate 
her and her family—her husband Alquilino, her 
son Paul, and daughter-in-law Bunny—on 
reaching this milestone. Congratulations, 
Maria, you have earned it. 
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HONORING COMMUNITY LEADER 
LAURA BINGHAM 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a friend to education and a 
leader among leaders who hails from my 
home state of North Carolina. Laura Bing-
ham’s service as President of Peace College 
officially began on July 1, 1998, but her lead-
ership skills were forged and honed many 
years before. Laura was born and raised in 
Kings Mountain, North Carolina and is a 1977 
graduate of Peace College. 

My colleagues in the House are well aware 
of how seriously we take our basketball in 
North Carolina and Laura Bingham has solid 
credentials from some of the top hoops institu-
tions around. She earned her B.A. in Political 
Science from UNC Chapel Hill, a Master of 

Arts in Philanthropic Studies from Indiana Uni-
versity and completed coursework at Duke 
University and North Carolina State University. 
She cut her teeth in public service by helping 
lead major health, education, economic, envi-
ronment and intergovernmental policy initia-
tives with my friend, former Lt. Governor Bob 
Jordan. Bingham served as director of a 1983 
Governor’s Conference on Women and the 
Economy for Governor Jim Hunt which was 
considered the first of its kind in the nation 
that yielded 125 policy recommendations. 

Since her appointment as President of 
Peace College in 1998, student enrollment 
has increased; the academic curriculum has 
grown, with Peace offering the first under-
graduate major in Leadership Studies in North 
Carolina and an innovative teacher education 
partnership with Wake County Schools; and 
the campus footprint expanded to address the 
growth and provide enhancements. In 2007, 
Peace College celebrated its Sesquicentennial 
and launched a $30 million fund-raising cam-
paign to boost academic and student endow-
ments and fund new science labs, library ren-
ovation, and a campus commons. 

Laura plays an active leadership role in 
civic, business, educational, and philanthropic 
endeavors, including The Fifty Group and the 
World President’s Organization, and serves as 
vice chair for the North Carolina Independent 
Colleges and Universities, as a Director of the 
Downtown Raleigh Alliance, and in 2008 be-
came the first woman chair of Leadership 
North Carolina. 

As chair of Leadership North Carolina, 
Laura has helped shepherd the organization 
through one of the worst financial periods 
many of us can remember and positioned the 
program’s sustainability for years to come. 
The measure of a good leader is the legacy 
they leave behind. Laura Bingham leaves 
North Carolina with 750 informed and en-
gaged leaders to take the baton and help craft 
our state’s future. 

Madam Speaker, at the conclusion of this 
academic year, Laura Bingham will complete 
her tenure as President of Peace College and 
Chair of Leadership North Carolina. We can-
not afford a void in leadership at this point in 
our nation’s history and Laura’s work at Peace 
and with Leadership North Carolina has been 
focused on engaging, challenging and inform-
ing future leaders. I join the Board of Directors 
of Leadership North Carolina in recognizing 
Laura for her leadership, vision and deter-
mination. 

As the proud grandfather to two and soon to 
be three granddaughters, I am grateful for the 
example Laura has set for women from every 
corner of our state and the opportunities she 
has provided through the gift of education. 
She is the embodiment of our state’s motto 
Esse Quam Videri, to be rather than to seem, 
and I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Laura Bingham for her service to 
North Carolina. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:15 Jun 06, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR10\E06MY0.000 E06MY0em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T20:06:17-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




