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HONORING MS. SYLVIA BRUNI 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the accomplishments of Ms. Sylvia 
Bruni, a recent award recipient of the Liberty 
Bell Award in Webb County of South Texas. 
Ms. Bruni is currently working in the Child’s 
Advocacy Center to pursue community en-
gagement in the defense of our children 
reaching over 5,000 children. 

Ms. Bruni has played an active and valuable 
role throughout the community through her 
diligent education efforts and sharpened in-
sights towards children. She has dedicated 
her professional career to developing students’ 
minds and is also involved with community 
outreach. 

For seventeen years, Ms. Bruni taught 
English in the United Independent School Dis-
trict system to gifted and talented students. 
She had the opportunity to engage with thou-
sands of students over the years, all of which 
were unique and special to her in diverse 
ways. Admirably, she confronted many difficul-
ties throughout the years, yet handled all situ-
ations with leadership, guidance, and care for 
her students. She used her expertise in the 
field to customize her teaching to help stu-
dents with limited English or problems in 
school. She was also Program Coordinator, 
Principal of Salinas Elementary, Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction in the school sys-
tem. Additionally, continuing her passion for 
education, Ms. Bruni worked at Texas A&M 
International University as Director for Special 
Programs for seven years with an array of re-
sponsibilities—such as, implementing the Uni-
versity’s first Summer Children’s Workshop, 
which continues today. Ms. Bruni continued 
her endeavors working for Laredo Inde-
pendent School District as Executive Director 
for Planning and Development. She worked 
extensively on Laredo ISD’s Strategic Plan-
ning Program, a professional development 
program based on best practices and its 
award winning National Science Foundation 
Math and Science Initiative. Further, the clos-
ing of her pubic school career, she served as 
Laredo ISD’s interim-superintendent. 

Throughout the years, Ms. Bruni has been 
honored and recognized for her work in the 
community. Recently, she was recognized as 
Honorary Walk Chair by the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, Laredo Branch. She 
was also awarded the Gary G. Jacobs Award 
for Higher Education by the League of United 
Latin American Citizen. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize Ms. Bruni, award recipi-
ent of the Liberty Bell award. She has been 
personally invested in the mission of providing 
life changing experiences for our youth, a 
strong advocate for children’s issues, as well 
as developing personal relationships with di-
verse community stakeholders. 

HONORING MARY ALTMAN FOR 
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor centenarian Mary Altman of Lake Lin-
den, who has served her county honorably 
and was a trailblazer for women in the Armed 
Forces as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
during World War II. Mary is being honored on 
May 15 as Grand Marshal in the 5th Annual 
Armed Forces Day Parade of Thanks in Han-
cock, Michigan. As the community pays tribute 
to Mary, I ask that the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in honoring her service. 

Mary was born Mary Baril on March 10, 
1907 in Lake Linden, located in the 
Keweenaw Peninsula of Michigan’s Upper Pe-
ninsula. After graduating from Lake Linden 
High School in 1927, Mary attended nursing 
school at Hurley Hospital in Flint, Michigan, 
graduating in 1931. 

Her nursing skills were put to good use 
when Mary joined the U.S. Army in 1942, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of four of her brothers, 
two who served in World War I and two who 
served in World War II. In her rank as First 
Lieutenant, Mary took charge as chief nurse, 
leading a group of 18 other nurses in tending 
to the critically wounded, including amputees, 
during their rehabilitation at a field hospital in 
California’s Mojave Desert. Following three 
years working with wounded soldiers, Mary 
was honorably discharged in 1945. 

Mary’s dedication to the well-being of others 
continued after leaving the Army. She served 
as superintendent of a children’s home in Flint 
and cared for her husband Otto through his ill-
ness, until his death. 

It is fitting that Mary be honored in the 
Armed Forces Day Parade of Thanks given 
her service in the U.S. Army and her devotion 
to helping improve the lives of those around 
her. Her personal and professional accom-
plishments over the past 103 years are a tes-
tament to trademark spirit and determination 
found throughout the Upper Peninsula. 

Madam Speaker, the Parade of Thanks is a 
chance to honor the men and women who 
have answered the call to serve our nation 
with honor and with dignity. Without their cour-
age and sacrifices, the United States could not 
be the great nation we are today. Therefore, 
Madam Speaker, I ask that you and the entire 
U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
thanking Mary Altman for her commitment, 
recognize her service and applaud her on 
being named Grand Marshal of the Armed 
Forces Day Parade of Thanks. 
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HONORING MS. PRISCILLA 
PENFOLD 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the years of service given to 

the people of Chautauqua County by Ms. Pris-
cilla Penfold. Ms. Penfold served her constitu-
ency faithfully and justly during her tenure as 
a member of the Dunkirk Town Council. 

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but 
only a few are able to reach the end. Ms. 
Penfold served her term with her head held 
high and a smile on her face the entire way. 
I have no doubt that her kind demeanor left a 
lasting impression on the people of Chau-
tauqua County. 

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the 
wonderful place that we all know it can be. 
Ms. Penfold is one of those people and that is 
why, Madam Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to 
her today. 
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RECOGNIZING HERITAGE 
FARMSTEAD MUSEUM 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the Heritage 
Farmstead Museum, a living-history museum 
in Texas’ third congressional district which 
maintains an authentic look at 19th century life 
on the Blackland Prairie of North Texas. 

The museum welcomes more than 30,000 
visitors annually to its 4.5 acre working farm 
complex. Guests get a first-hand, educational 
look at old farming techniques, a blacksmith 
shop, an original school house, and the 14- 
room 1890 farmhouse which serves as the 
heart of the museum. 

Heritage Farmstead’s visitors range from 
classes of local school children learning about 
prairie life to Girl Scout troops on camping ad-
ventures and area residents enjoying the mu-
seum’s Fall Harvest Festival. 

Converted from a private home to a public 
museum in 1972, the Farmstead has been 
recognized by the Plano Landmark Associa-
tion and the National Register of Historic 
Places. It also boasts a State of Texas Histor-
ical marker and was just recently reaccredited 
by the prestigious American Association of 
Museums. 

This designation makes the Heritage 
Farmstead Museum one of only two accred-
ited museums in Collin County, 39 in Texas, 
and only 775 nationwide, a tremendous ac-
complishment. 

I am pleased to recognize this outstanding 
museum from my own hometown of Plano, 
Texas before the United States Congress 
today. For its tribute to our past through the 
education of our children, our future, I tip my 
hat to the AAM-reaccredited Heritage 
Farmstead Museum. Congratulations! God 
bless you, and I salute you. 
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