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city reminds us that we have enough 
real enemies—we need not be our own. 

Let’s also put this latest incident in 
context: It follows a successful series of 
steps the administration has taken to 
protect us here at home. 

We have disrupted numerous ter-
rorism plots and prosecuted dozens of 
terrorist suspects, including the ring-
leader of a plan to bomb New York 
City’s subway system last year. Attor-
ney General Holder called that plot 
‘‘one of the most serious terrorist 
threats to our nation since September 
11th, 2001.’’ That attack never hap-
pened; we cannot know how many lives 
were saved, and our country is safer be-
cause of this administration’s swift and 
smart leadership. 

Our Nation is also prosecuting David 
Headley, who is accused of plotting 
with the Pakistani terrorist organiza-
tion Lashkar-e-Taiba to launch the 
devastating terrorist attacks in 
Mumbai in 2008, as well as to carry out 
other plots in South Asia and Europe. 
Attorney General Holder has credited 
the criminal justice system for achiev-
ing both a guilty plea and valuable in-
telligence about terrorist activities 
from Headley. 

And earlier this year, the FBI dis-
rupted an international network of ex-
tremists operating through the Inter-
net to plot attacks, raise funding for 
terrorism and recruit new terrorists. 
Two Americans—Colleen LaRose and 
Jamie Paulin-Ramirez, also known as 
Jihad Jane and Jihad Jamie—were ar-
rested along with six foreign co-con-
spirators. The two Americans will soon 
be tried in Federal court. 

That’s not all. We have also enhanced 
intelligence sharing, strengthened 
aviation security and boosted human- 
intelligence collection capabilities. We 
have fully implemented the 9/11 Com-
mission’s recommendations. And we 
have significantly increased funding 
for the FBI, the Defense Department, 
the Department of Homeland Security 
and the intelligence community. 

At the same time, we’re keeping 
Americans safer at home by taking the 
fight to terrorists abroad. In recent 
months we have helped kill or capture 
the most wanted terrorist leaders 
across Iraq, southeast Asia, Africa and 
the Afghanistan-Pakistan region. We 
have disrupted al-Qaida’s operations, 
finances and safe havens, and killed or 
captured more than half of its top 20 
leaders. It is widely agreed that al- 
Qaida is the weakest it has been since 
9/11. 

We have also begun to reverse the 
Taliban’s momentum in Afghanistan, 
in part by tripling the number of U.S. 
troops there. And we have strength-
ened our partnership with Pakistan, 
empowering it to mount major 
offensives against terrorists within its 
borders. 

I am praising the administration’s 
vigilance not because the President is a 

Democrat. I am praising it because it 
is, by any objective measure, success-
ful. America is as prepared as ever to 
defend against any threat, domestic or 
foreign. 

If, as this past weekend showed us, 
private citizens, street vendors, law en-
forcement and intelligence officials can 
work together in everyone’s best inter-
est, I would expect U.S. Senators to be 
able to do the same. 

f 

COMMENDING CONGRESSMAN 
DAVID OBEY 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, we 
recently learned that DAVID OBEY, one 
of the longest serving Members of the 
other body, a friend, and a fellow mem-
ber of the Wisconsin delegation, has de-
cided to retire. To come here and try to 
sum up his record and accomplish-
ments isn’t easy to do; Congressman 
OBEY has achieved so much for Wis-
consin, and for this Nation. He has 
been the dean of the Wisconsin delega-
tion, the chairman of the House Appro-
priations Committee, and a national 
leader on many issues affecting hard-
working families. 

Congressman OBEY understood the 
concerns of the people of the 7th Dis-
trict of Wisconsin, and he has been 
their champion for more than 40 years. 
He and I are both so fortunate to rep-
resent this beautiful swath of Wiscon-
sin’s north woods, including the mag-
nificent Apostle Islands. In fact, Con-
gressman OBEY and I worked together 
to protect the Apostles, designating al-
most 80 percent of the Apostles as fed-
erally protected wilderness. 

That was just one of many ways that 
Congressman OBEY and I worked to-
gether. Recently, we were also proud to 
come together to honor our friend, the 
late Gaylord Nelson, on the 40th anni-
versary of Earth Day. And through the 
years, I have had the chance to work 
with Congressman OBEY in areas where 
he has shown tremendous leadership, 
including advocating for veterans, 
farmers, and seniors. 

Wisconsin veterans have a terrific 
ally in Congressman OBEY, who has 
stood up for better funding and facili-
ties for our veterans time and again. I 
have been so pleased to work with him 
to open new veterans’ health clinics, 
push for more vet centers, and fight for 
the best possible care for those men 
and women who have sacrificed so 
much for our country. 

Congressman OBEY has also worked 
tirelessly on behalf of the farmers of 
our State. He has fought for country- 
of-origin labeling and other issues crit-
ical to ginseng farmers, worked for 
emergency appropriations funding for 
direct payments to help shore up the 
safety net for dairy farmers in tough 
times, and pushed to create, extend and 
improve the Milk Income Loss Con-
tract, MILC, Program. Those are just a 
few of the many things he has done for 

Wisconsin’s farmers, and I was proud to 
join him in those efforts. 

He is also a determined advocate for 
our seniors, and was a critical member 
of our effort to save the SeniorCare 
Program in both 2007 and 2009. Con-
gressman OBEY also has a long and dis-
tinguished record on a host of other 
issues. He is committed to strength-
ening public education, improving our 
health care system, and a longtime ad-
vocate for political and congressional 
reforms. 

There are so many things he has ac-
complished, and so many reasons he 
will be missed. I want to take this op-
portunity to recognize Congressman 
OBEY’s outstanding service in the other 
body. I wish him all the best, and I 
thank him for his dedicated work for 
the people of Wisconsin and for every 
American. 

f 

RECOVERY OF SNOWBOARDER 
KEVIN PEARCE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Kevin 
Pearce has been recognized as one of 
the best athletes that Vermont has 
produced. Like all Vermonters, 
Marcelle and I hold him in our prayers 
and thoughts after a devastating 
snowboarding accident while preparing 
for the 2010 Winter Olympics. 

We have heard reports from his par-
ents, Simon and Pia, about his recov-
ery and like all Vermonters, and so 
many other Americans, we are so 
thankful he is back home and pro-
gressing every day in his recovery. 

I watched Kevin’s interview with 
Tom Brokaw on ‘‘The Today Show’’ 
and he discussed how well he was doing 
with Tom. I also wanted my fellow 
Senators to see the article about him 
in The New York Times and ask unani-
mous consent to have printed in the 
RECORD that article at the completion 
of my remarks. I can only image how 
much Kevin enjoys being home with 
his parents and his brothers and how 
much we all appreciate his tremendous 
courage and abilities. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, May 3, 2010] 
‘‘NO PLACE LIKE THIS FOR SOOTHING CARE’’ 

(By John Branch) 
NORWICH, VT.—The renovated barn next to 

the family house was always one of Kevin 
Pearce’s favorite places. There is a 
skateboard ramp out back and a giant recre-
ation room inside, with three loftlike bed-
rooms above. 

But Pearce, 22, did not move into the barn 
until he was a teenager, and soon he was off 
to snowboarding schools and then on the 
worldwide circuit. Home, and his room in the 
barn, became just somewhere to get away for 
a day or two. 

Now it is the ultimate destination. 
More than four months after sustaining a 

traumatic brain injury during a training ac-
cident, after missing the Olympics and living 
in hospitals in Utah and Colorado, Pearce 
has returned, indefinitely. 
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