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[From the Detroit Free Press, Nov. 27, 2008] 
BE GRATEFUL FOR PUBLIC SERVANTS, MAYBE 

BECOME ONE YOURSELF 
(By Andy Levin) 

I come from a family of public servants, 
people who work for the people. 

In recent years, this calling has fallen out 
of public favor. Approval ratings for the fed-
eral government sank to 37% this year, from 
a high of 73% six years earlier, according to 
the Pew Center. While much of this has to do 
with the economy and attitudes toward the 
Bush administration, distrust of ‘‘Wash-
ington bureaucrats’’ is an enduring feature 
of the American polity. 

But two developments herald a public serv-
ice comeback. 

The first, of course, was the election—and 
the campaign—of Barack Obama. More than 
any other successful presidential candidate 
since John Kennedy in 1960, Obama placed at 
the center of his campaign a call for each of 
us to serve and to sacrifice for the common 
good. 

The second is the financial meltdown. In 
the last quarter century, Democratic and Re-
publican administrations alike participated 
in the mechanistic trend of ‘‘less government 
is better’’ to the point where banks and in-
vestment houses could engage in virtually 
any scheme to make money with no one real-
ly responsible for making sure decisions 
were sound. And the companies were able to 
pay their executives outrageous sums that 
bore no relationship to performance. 

In this moment of political opening in re-
action to economic crisis, people seem to be 
realizing that we need public servants, peo-
ple whose goal is promoting and protecting 
the common good, to build a new financial 
system that encourages investment, the 
building of real things and the provision of 
useful services, and that holds financial deci-
sion makers accountable for their actions— 
the essence of capitalism. 

If you’ve been in Michigan for any time at 
all, you may recognize my last name from 
our family’s long line of public servants. My 
grandpa, Saul Levin, served on the Michigan 
Corrections Commission. Saul’s brother, 
Theodore, was a federal judge, and Uncle 
Ted’s son, Charles, served on the Michigan 
Supreme Court. My dad, U.S. Rep. Sandy 
Levin, and my uncle, U.S. Sen. Carl Levin, 
have quietly become the longest serving 
brothers in the history of Congress. 

But it’s none of these men who set me to 
wondering whether we’re about to see a pub-
lic service renaissance. No, it was my mom, 
Vicki Levin, not famous and never elected to 
office. For almost 30 years, until she was 
forced to retire in the spring for health rea-
sons, Mom worked hard as a federal em-
ployee—a classic ‘‘Washington bureaucrat.’’ 

We kids thought we knew a lot about 
Mom’s career. She ran a committee of sci-
entists who decided which research proposals 
to fund in the area of infant and children’s 
mental health. We watched her read through 
mountains of papers, often bringing work 
home. We watched her sweat in preparation 
for the thrice-yearly meetings of her com-
mittee, making sure all the details were just 
right. 

But I don’t think I ever appreciated what 
her work meant to her and to others, not 
fully. Back when I lived in the Washington, 
D.C., area, I tried to convince Mom to retire 
so she could spend more time with my four 
kids and her other grandchildren. After all, 
she was in her early 70s. Why not kick back? 

Mom bristled at the idea, saying her work 
and her relationship with colleagues were 
central to her life. 

When her battle with breast cancer forced 
her to retire in April, we all learned just 
what Mom was talking about—and just how 
much public service can mean. Letters of 
tribute poured in from colleagues, dozens 
and dozens of research scientists at univer-
sities from coast to coast. (You can read 
them at http://eskoink.com/VL/ 
Vickilevin.pdf.) 

Many scholars, some now department 
chairs, told detailed stories about how they 
got their research start with Mom’s help, or 
how she co-authored a paper with one sci-
entist that is still her most cited work, or 
how her committee was the intellectual 
salon of their field. 

Some credit her with helping create the 
emerging field of developmental psycho-
pathology. More than one said she has made 
the lives of children everywhere better by 
helping spawn and nourish path-breaking re-
search on the biological and environmental 
factors necessary for a healthy childhood. 
Many of them told personal stories about 
how Mom had counseled them through a di-
vorce, adoption or rocky situation at the of-
fice. 

OK, this is my mom, so you can imagine 
how reading all this felt. But if you step 
back, Vicki Levin was like so many others 
among the 21 million federal, state and local 
public servants who make sure we have clean 
water to drink, safe roads and park lands, 
and who try to protect us from things such 
as tainted Chinese milk without setting up 
crippling barriers to international trade. 

Thanksgiving will be hard for my family 
this year. Mom died Sept. 4 just a few weeks 
shy of my parents’ 51st wedding anniversary. 
But as we gather together, and each work 
privately through our losses and gratitudes, 
I wonder whether our nation is ready to 
move on from the simplistic notion that 
‘‘government is the problem.’’ 

Perhaps, with the consequences of unregu-
lated greed staring us in the face this holi-
day, we are ready to give thanks for the 
humble public servants, who forgo the great-
er monetary rewards of the private sector to 
toil for the good of us all. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 7, 2010 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, due to 
being unavoidably delayed, I missed the vote 
on the Velázquez/Gutierrez Amendment No. 5 
to H.R. 2499 (Roll No. 238). I would like the 
RECORD to reflect that I would have voted 
against this amendment, which failed over-
whelmingly by a margin of 11–387, had I been 
present to record my vote. 

RECOGNIZING THE 10,000TH GED 
‘‘GRADUATE’’ FROM THE SOUTH-
WESTERN ILLINOIS COLLEGE 
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 7, 2010 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the 10,000th GED ‘‘graduate’’ from 
the Adult Education Program at Southwestern 
Illinois College. 

In 1990, Southwestern Illinois College 
changed its adult education programming from 
a general literacy effort to a program focused 
on preparing students for the GED test and 
transitioning them into postsecondary edu-
cation. Martha Giordano, Ph.D., who headed 
the program then, recalls that ‘‘It was like a 
light coming on. Students wanted a high 
school completion so they could move on. We 
had to make everything we did relate to this 
primary goal.’’ The program revised its cur-
riculum and course scheduling to accomplish 
that goal. 

Martha O’Malley, the St. Clair County Re-
gional Superintendent of Education at the 
time, also saw the light and decided to help. 
She made GED testing locally available when 
she took on the responsibility of testing and 
persuaded the other district Regional Super-
intendents to do likewise. GED tests were ad-
ministered monthly throughout the district and 
registration for testing became an ongoing ac-
tivity in the regional offices. This practice con-
tinues to the present. 

‘‘This combination of intensive, highly fo-
cused instruction and frequent local testing ac-
counts for our high numbers,’’ states Gior-
dano. ‘‘When students come to our program, 
they know we will take them from where they 
are and push them forward until they are 
ready for that test.’’ 

Southwestern Illinois College keeps careful 
records of the students who pass, and in Oc-
tober 2009, it recorded its 10,000th GED 
‘‘graduate.’’ This year, at its annual GED Cer-
tificate Ceremony—May 19, 2010—the Col-
lege and District will celebrate this important 
milestone. 

Southwestern Illinois College has one of the 
largest adult education programs in Illinois. It 
averages over 500 graduates annually, and 
last year 573 of its students earned the GED. 
Over the years 42 percent of these GED grad-
uates have enrolled in undergraduate pro-
grams at Southwestern alone. ‘‘We see our 
former adult education students in the halls 
and classrooms at SWIC and all about town,’’ 
reports Janice Buchwald, the current GED Di-
rector. The program has students who have 
finished nursing programs, transferred to 4- 
year institutions and are working as lab techni-
cians, graphic designers, cafeteria managers, 
salespersons and in a host of other occupa-
tions. Undoubtedly Southwestern Illinois Col-
lege’s adult education efforts are having a sig-
nificant impact on the lives of many district 
residents. 
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Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 

me in congratulating the board, administration, 
faculty and students of Southwestern Illinois 
College as they recognize and celebrate the 
10,000th GED ‘‘graduate’’ from their Adult 
Education Program. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 7, 2010 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 252, the Barton of Texas Amendment No. 

2 to H.R. 5019, the Home Star Energy Retrofit 
Act of 2010, had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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