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$500,000. Bud Adams of the Titans gave 
$400,000. So people in large and small 
ways are pouring out their hearts and 
their help and their money to help one 
another. 

As we look forward—this is not a 
time to complain. I did not hear any-
body complain this past week. As I said 
before, maybe that is why there is not 
so much news about this. But as we 
look ahead, I want to make sure in the 
future we make sure we do the best 
possible job of handling floods, particu-
larly that we have clear and correct in-
formation about the rising water, and 
that we communicate it as broadly as 
we should. 

We have learned how to do that with 
tornadoes. Using the media, we can tell 
you whether a tornado is coming 
across your house in 14 minutes in a re-
markable set of cooperation between 
the National Weather Service and the 
media broadcasters. 

I have asked Chairman BOXER and 
Ranking Member INHOFE of our com-
mittee, the Environment and Public 
Works Committee, to look at perhaps 
holding a hearing on how well the 
Army Corps of Engineers and other 
Federal agencies and State agencies 
are delivering accurate, clear informa-
tion to businesses and individuals who 
might be hurt by the rising water. 

This morning, I flew up to Nashville 
with a person from Sumner County 
who was trapped in a Chevrolet Blazer 
with her 12-year-old son and her hus-
band and nearly killed except they 
were rescued by emergency services. 
Another person on the plane lives on a 
high hill near River Road, and the Na-
tional Guard helicopters landed four 
times in her front yard to rescue 50 
people who could not get out except in 
that way. 

I have talked with Colin Reed, who is 
the chief executive officer of the 
Opryland Hotel, who had to make an 
evacuation order. They evacuated 1,500 
guests rather than risk what happened 
during Katrina because the water sud-
denly came into the Opryland Hotel— 
many people are familiar with that— 
and the water became 10 feet high. It is 
still several feet high there. So there is 
a lot of long-term damage, and I want 
to make sure we have clear and con-
sistent information. 

I would have to add, I thank the Con-
gress for approving my request over 
the last few years for additional fund-
ing to make two of the four dams on 
the Cumberland River safer. If they 
had not been made safer, their water 
levels would have been lower and tons 
more water would have poured into the 
Cumberland River, creating millions of 
more dollars of damages and perhaps 
taking lives. 

I am simply here this morning to say 
I am very proud of Tennessee, from 
Nashville to Memphis. There is no big-
ger, more heart-wrenching, more in-
spiring story than of these thousands 

of Tennesseans who have suffered a 
1,000-year flood, thousands of whom 
have losses they understand will not be 
fully made whole. But they are busy— 
not looting, not complaining—they are 
cleaning up and they are helping one 
another. 

As the days go on, I will be meeting 
with Senator INOUYE and Senator 
COCHRAN to make certain the Federal 
accounts that fund FEMA, economic 
development, the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant, and other projects 
and accounts in the Federal Govern-
ment that respond to natural disasters 
have enough money in them to meet 
the Federal part of the responsibility. 
But so far the President, his Cabinet, 
and others have been doing very well. 

The Governor of Tennessee and the 
mayors across our State have been 
doing extraordinarily well. But the 
people, who are the real heroines and 
heroes, are the men and women of Ten-
nessee who have been hurt, or their 
neighbors who have been busy cleaning 
up and helping one another. 

I thank the Acting President pro 
tempore, and yield the floor. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from Tennessee for 
his update on flood damage in Ten-
nessee. The Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky was impacted as well, not quite 
as severely but in a significant fashion. 
It was gratifying to get the report from 
the Senator from Tennessee about the 
status of the flood damage in his State. 

f 

NOMINATION OF ELENA KAGAN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
want to congratulate Solicitor General 
Kagan on her nomination. Senate Re-
publicans will treat Ms. Kagan with 
the same courtesy and fairness with 
which we treated Justice Sotomayor 
when she was nominated to the Su-
preme Court last year. The rest of the 
Republican Conference and I appre-
ciated that at the end of her confirma-
tion process, then-Judge Sotomayor 
recognized that she had been treated 
fairly by everyone. Unfortunately, that 
has not always been the case with Su-
preme Court nominees of Republican 
Presidents. 

The American people know what 
they want in a Supreme Court Justice. 
They want someone who will apply the 
law fairly and impartially ‘‘without re-
spect to persons,’’ as the judicial oath 
requires. They do not want someone to 
be a rubberstamp for any administra-
tion. 

Ms. Kagan is currently a member of 
President Obama’s administration and 
serves at his pleasure in a position that 

lasts no longer than the administration 
itself. By contrast, today she was nom-
inated for a lifetime appointment to 
the Nation’s highest Court. The stand-
ard of scrutiny is clearly much higher 
now. Now we must determine whether 
someone who is a member of the Presi-
dent’s administration will be an inde-
pendent and impartial jurist on the Na-
tion’s highest Court. 

The American people also want a 
nominee with the requisite legal expe-
rience. They instinctively know a life-
time position on the Supreme Court 
does not lend itself to on-the-job train-
ing. Of course, one does not need to 
have prior experience as a judge before 
being appointed to the country’s high-
est Court, but it strikes me that if a 
nominee does not have traditional ex-
perience, they should have substantial 
litigation experience. Ms. Kagan has 
neither, unlike Justice Rehnquist, for 
instance, who was in private practice 
for 16 years prior to his appointment as 
Assistant Attorney General for the Of-
fice of Legal Counsel, a job he had at 
the time of his appointment to the Su-
preme Court. 

But exploring these questions is pre-
cisely what the nominations process is 
all about. Starting today, both parties 
will begin the process of carefully re-
viewing Ms. Kagan’s brief litigation ex-
perience as well as her judgment and 
her career in academia, both as a pro-
fessor and as an administrator. Ful-
filling our duty to advise and consent 
on a nomination of this office requires 
a thorough process, not a rush to judg-
ment. Senate Republicans will have 
vigorous debate on the importance of 
equal justice under law. This principle 
lies at the very heart of our judicial 
system. We will diligently review Ms. 
Kagan’s record to ensure that she 
shares this principle and that she pos-
sesses the requisite experience to serve 
on the Supreme Court. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Illinois is rec-
ognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today 
the Senate will resume consideration 
of the Wall Street reform legislation. 
There will be no rollcall votes today. 
Senators should expect votes in rela-
tion to amendments tomorrow morn-
ing. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. We are in morning business. 
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NATIONAL NURSES WEEK 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, in 
honor of National Nurses Week, I wish 
to recognize the more than 3 million 
nurses who work hard day-in and day- 
out to give patients the care they de-
serve. Because my wife Mary is a 
nurse, I have seen firsthand what an 
enormous impact nurses have on both 
patients and families. Their compas-
sion and devotion to their patients give 
families the peace of mind that their 
loved ones are in good hands. They also 
play an irreplaceable role in making 
sure our hospitals and clinics run 
smoothly. Unfortunately, many nurses 
are overworked, underpaid, and our 
hospitals and clinics have trouble re-
taining them. 

Through the Health Care Reform Act 
Congress passed earlier this year, we 
made significant strides in addressing 
many of the challenges nurses face. We 
expanded the nursing student loan pro-
gram to help make nursing programs 
more affordable. We also expanded the 
nursing loan repayment program and 
scholarship programs to students who 
commit to working at an accredited 
nursing school for 2 years. This will 
help ensure our nursing schools have 
the teachers they need to train addi-
tional nurses. We invested $1.5 billion 
over 5 years in the National Health 
Service Corps scholarship and loan re-
payment program for primary care pro-
viders, including nurses who practice 
in underserved areas. In addition, we 
included $50 million in grants for 
nurse-managed health clinics that offer 
primary care and wellness services to 
low-income and uninsured Americans. 

While we made good progress easing 
many of the difficulties nurses face, 
much more still needs to be done. 
Nurses play such a crucial role in the 
delivery of care. We need to provide 
them with the resources they need to 
do their jobs. 

The nursing shortage also remains a 
serious issue, especially in hard-hit 
rural areas. To find commonsense solu-
tions to the problems nurses face, I 
formed the Senate Nursing Caucus 
with Senator JOHANNS, Senator MIKUL-
SKI, and Senator SNOWE. I urge all of 
my colleagues to join the caucus to 
help strengthen the nursing profession 
and advance the goals of the nursing 
community. Together, we will explore 
ways we can enhance the role nurses 
play in our health care system and ad-
dress the nationwide nursing shortage. 

I ask my colleagues and my fellow 
Americans to take a moment during 
National Nurses Week to show your ap-
preciation to nurses across the country 
for their hard work, commitment, and 
dedication to their patients. Their 
dedication is invaluable to the success 
of our health care system and, most of 
all, to the patients who depend on 
them. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
join my colleague from the State of Or-
egon in speaking on behalf of nurses 
across America. 

We know that with the baby boom 
generation, we are going to need more 
nurses than ever, and with these 
nurses, we will have the professional 
medical care we need across this Na-
tion, but we better get busy. We are 
falling behind. We don’t graduate 
enough nurses now to take care of the 
anticipated needs, and we have to 
change that. 

Sadly, in many instances we have 
been poaching nursing talent from 
other poor nations around the world. 
Filipino nurses in Chicago play a major 
role at many hospitals, particularly 
inner-city hospitals, and nurses from 
other parts of the world. Many times, 
the Philippines, for example, generates 
more medical professionals and expects 
they will serve overseas, but some 
places in Africa lose their best medical 
professionals to higher and more pre-
dictable pay in places such as the 
United States, England, France, and 
Germany. So we have to reach a point 
where we are graduating more nursing 
students each year. Last year in Illi-
nois, 2,000 qualified nursing applicants 
were turned down because we didn’t 
have the capacity in our nursing 
schools. 

We don’t have enough nursing fac-
ulty, enough clinical opportunities. We 
need to really focus on that. So in addi-
tion to lauding the nursing profes-
sion—I certainly echo my colleague in 
that regard—we also need to think 
ahead to make sure we have more 
nurses when we need them, and that 
day is going to be fast upon us. So I 
thank the Senator from Oregon for his 
words. 

FINANCIAL REGULATORY REFORM 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, for those 

who are here following the Senate 
today, as announced earlier, we are re-
suming consideration of this bill, and, 
of course, it is the Wall Street reform 
bill, the Financial Stability Act. It is 
over 1,400 pages long. 

The Senator from Virginia who is 
presiding over the Senate now is a 
member of the Senate Banking Com-
mittee. Senator MARK WARNER has 
worked on this bill, and large sections 
of it are his handiwork in an effort to 
try to deal with changes on Wall Street 
which will protect our economy and 
make certain we don’t relive some of 
the horror stories we have seen over 
the last several years, and we all know 
those stories pretty well. 

There was a time not that long ago— 
about a year and a half ago—when, 
under the previous President, I was 
brought into a meeting just a few steps 
away from the Senate floor with the 
chairman of the Federal Reserve, Ben 
Bernanke, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, Henry Paulson. They basi-
cally sat down in the first meeting and 

said: We wanted to let you know the 
largest insurance company in the 
world, AIG, is about to go broke. When 
it goes broke, it is going to bring down 
so many companies and corporations 
with it that it can literally crater the 
American economy. At that point, 
Chairman Bernanke said: So the Fed-
eral Reserve is giving $85 billion to AIG 
Corporation. 

There was a moment of silence in the 
room, and finally someone in the 
room—I don’t remember who it was— 
had the nerve to ask: Where did you 
get $85 billion at the Federal Reserve? 

Chairman Bernanke said something 
like: Oh, we have our resources. 

Someone asked: Where did you get 
the authority to give it to a private 
company? 

They said: Well, there was a law 
passed during the Great Depression 
which said that if it looks as if the 
economy is going to crater, the Federal 
Reserve can step in. 

So an obscure law that was over 75 
years old and a fund of money most 
Members of Congress had never seen— 
since they are a separate agency and 
don’t go through our appropriations 
process—ended up propping up a com-
pany. And it didn’t cost $85 billion; I 
think when it was over it was $180 bil-
lion or somewhere in that range. The 
reason, of course, we couldn’t let that 
company go down was they had lit-
erally insured contracts and corpora-
tions all around America, that there 
would be no default. They insured more 
contracts than they had a reserve to 
cover. As the contracts started to fail, 
they didn’t have the reserves to back 
up their promise of insurance. 

That was the first meeting. Only a 
few days later, they asked us to meet 
again, and I thought, this ought to be 
equally interesting, and it was. They 
brought us to a meeting, and Secretary 
Paulson, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, said: Now we are seeing, with the 
failure of Lehman Brothers and other 
companies, the potential that many 
large financial institutions in America 
are also going to fail. Then Secretary 
Paulson said: So we need a fund of 
money immediately, by Friday—and 
this was a Tuesday meeting—we need a 
fund by Friday of $800 billion to buy 
the so-called toxic assets, TARP funds, 
toxic assets relief program. 

Again, there was a stunned silence in 
the room because even those of us in 
Washington who deal with millions and 
billions on a regular basis were stunned 
to get a request for $800 billion in a 
matter of days. 

So the first question that was asked 
was: Who is going to prepare the legis-
lation that actually asks for the 
money? 

They looked around, and no one had 
kind of thought of that detail, and we 
said: We think the White House should. 
President Bush’s White House, with 
Secretary Paulson, prepared a bill and 
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