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But the investigators have been unable to 

reach the exact location because of the dif-
ficulties of traveling in one of the most rug-
ged and isolated corners of Africa. 

Mr. Holmes said that while recent military 
operations may have weakened the L.R.A., 
‘‘they are still capable of wreaking absolute 
havoc—and they still do.’’ 

He said he learned about the February at-
tack on Saturday, when he met with local 
authorities and victims in Niangara, an old 
trading post hidden away in the Congolese 
jungle that has recently been ringed by rov-
ing bands of L.R.A. marauders. 

One of the people he met was a young 
woman whose lips had been sliced off last 
month. She was attacked by rebels while 
working in her field, she said Saturday, sit-
ting in a hospital bed, her face a mask of 
gauze and tape. 

‘‘They told me I was talking too much,’’ 
she said. 

The L.R.A. has been waging a brutal and 
bizarre rebellion for more than 20 years, 
starting in northern Uganda in the late 1980s. 

Originally, it said it was guided by the Ten 
Commandments, but soon it was breaking 
every one, massacring and mutilating civil-
ians and becoming notorious for kidnapping 
young children and turning them into 4-foot- 
tall killing machines. 

The Ugandan Army eventually drove the 
L.R.A. out of Uganda but the rebels simply 
marched into neighboring northeastern 
Congo, where they set up bases in isolated 
areas. 

Recently, the Ugandan military has killed 
dozens of fighters hiding out in Congo and 
the Central African Republic, though the 
L.R.A.’s leader, Joseph Kony, who has been 
indicted by the International Criminal Court 
on crimes against humanity, is still on the 
loose. 

In the December massacre, the L.R.A. 
killed more than 300 people in a brutal re-
cruitment campaign near Niangara, in which 
a few dozen rebel fighters abducted hundreds 
of civilians, marching them in a human 
chain from village to village. Along the way, 
the fighters beat to death men, women and 
children they did not want to keep in their 
ranks. 

‘‘For anyone saying that the L.R.A. is fin-
ished, I would be careful not to count them 
out,’’ Mr. Holmes said. ‘‘They have an amaz-
ing capacity to regenerate themselves, espe-
cially by kidnapping children.’’ 
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NATIONAL ALCOHOL- AND OTHER 
DRUG-RELATED BIRTH DEFECTS 
WEEK 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
today in recognition of National Alco-
hol and Other Drug-Related Birth De-
fects Week. Substance abuse during 
pregnancy is the leading known cause 
of birth defects and mental retardation 
in the United States. Each year thou-
sands of babies are born with the phys-
ical signs and intellectual disabilities 
related to prenatal substance abuse. 

Of all the substances of abuse—in-
cluding heroin, cocaine, and mari-
juana—alcohol produces the most seri-
ous physical and mental effects in the 
fetus, according to the Institute of 
Medicine. Referred to as fetal alcohol 
spectrum disorders, or FASD, the po-
tential outcomes of alcohol abuse dur-
ing pregnancy include mental retarda-

tion, growth deficits, altered facial 
characteristics, organ defects, behav-
ioral problems, delayed motor skills, 
and various learning disabilities. 

Researchers estimate that more than 
3 million Americans live with an FASD 
and as many as 40,000 infants are annu-
ally born with an FASD. The tragedy 
of alcohol- and other drug-related birth 
defects is entirely preventable and 
must be addressed. We must increase 
efforts to reach out to all women of 
childbearing age and connect those 
most at risk to treatment and coun-
seling services. Increased awareness 
and education about the effects of sub-
stance abuse during pregnancy is the 
best way to reduce the prevalence of 
devastating birth defects. 

I recently joined Senators MUR-
KOWSKI, INOUYE, and LANDRIEU in intro-
ducing the Advancing FASD Research, 
Prevention, and Services Act, in an ef-
fort to improve the surveillance, iden-
tification, and prevention of FASD. 
This legislation will make grants 
available to federally qualified health 
centers to provide training to health 
care providers on identifying and edu-
cating women who are at risk for alco-
hol consumption during pregnancy and 
on screening children for FASD. 
Through national public and education 
campaigns, this bill will reach millions 
and raise awareness of the risks associ-
ated with alcohol consumption during 
pregnancy. 

There is no cure for FASD and other 
drug-related birth defects. Yet the dev-
astating effects are entirely prevent-
able when pregnant women abstain 
from substance use. It is therefore im-
perative to reach at-risk women and 
ensure they have knowledge of the dan-
gers of substance abuse, as well as ac-
cess to quality reproductive and pre-
natal care. When we move past the 
stigma associated with this disease, we 
can truly help those and their families 
who are affected get the health, edu-
cation, counseling, and support serv-
ices they need and deserve. 

I have long supported efforts to put 
an end to this entirely preventable and 
destructive disease. In my home State 
of South Dakota, over 7,800 individuals 
are suspected of living with an FASD. 
With the leadership of the health profes-
sionals at our esteemed universities, parents, 
and teachers, among countless others, we 
have made some important progress in ad-
dressing this issue. However, there is more 
work to be done to prevent alcohol- and 
other drug-related birth defects in South Da-
kota and at the national level. The goal is to 
one day entirely eliminate the heart-
breaking, lifelong effects of fetal alcohol and 
drug exposure. 

f 

SUDAN 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, there 
are many important issues that de-
mand Congress’s attention, but one 
that we cannot afford to neglect the 
situation is Sudan. We are in the midst 

of a decisive period that will determine 
the future of that country and shape 
the conflicts that have long besieged 
its people. 

In less than 9 months, the people of 
South Sudan will hold their ref-
erendum on self-determination, with 
the option to forge an independent 
state. There are serious challenges in-
volved with the holding of that ref-
erendum and any subsequent transition 
to independence. The potential for in-
stability is high. 

Meanwhile, the conflict in Darfur re-
mains unresolved and is likely to get 
worse. Over 2 million displaced people 
are still living in camps, and earlier 
this week, one of the largest rebel 
groups in Darfur suspended their in-
volvement in peace talks after alleging 
that the Sudanese Government has 
launched fresh attacks. 

Finally, the peace in eastern Sudan, 
one of the country’s most impoverished 
regions, continues to be fragile. The 
dynamics in each of Sudan’s regions 
and the future of the country in gen-
eral will have profound implications 
for neighboring countries, as well as 
the wider region. 

Last month, the people of Sudan held 
their first multiparty elections in 24 
years. I join the White House in com-
mending the Sudanese people for their 
efforts to make these elections peace-
ful and meaningful, and I am pleased 
that the voting witnessed no major 
armed violence. However, I was dis-
appointed by statements of the U.S. 
Special Envoy in the runup to the elec-
tion suggesting that the elections 
would be ‘‘as free and as fair as pos-
sible.’’ This was clearly not the case. 

For months beforehand, many of us 
had expressed concern about the polit-
ical, security, and logistical challenges 
to credible elections. The environment 
was clearly not conducive for opposi-
tion parties to freely operate and cam-
paign, nor was it conducive for all vot-
ers to safely and confidently go to the 
polls. The inability of the government 
both in the north and in the south—to 
adequately address the significant in-
frastructure and logistical challenges 
resulted in decreased voter access. 

There is good reason for the inter-
national community to question the 
extent to which the results reflect the 
will of the Sudanese people. Further-
more, the fact that the winner of the 
Presidential election has been indicted 
by the International Criminal Court 
for war crimes is problematic. In no 
way should the international commu-
nity allow this outcome to take away 
from the serious charges President 
Bashir faces. 

The White House statement after the 
Sudanese election was thoughtful and 
balanced. It acknowledged the signifi-
cant problems with the process but 
also distinguished between the credi-
bility of elections and the potential 
still for democratic progress. These 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:42 Jun 06, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\S11MY0.001 S11MY0em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T19:57:57-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




