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days to read it. And I’m not even sure 
if Jefferson, in his wildest imagination, 
ever envisioned that there would ever 
be a bill, a printed bill, that would be 
2,500 pages long. But even that, I think, 
he intended for it to at least give some-
body 72 hours to read it. 

And we haven’t done that in this 
Congress. Not only on these massive 
bills, but on even other bills that come 
before the Congress. In fact, it is rare 
that we see any bill come before the 
Congress before you get your hands on 
it. 

Others will say to you, What are they 
complaining about? They did the same 
thing. Aha. That may be so, but guess 
what? We all promised each other we 
weren’t going to do it that way any-
more. And the Speaker made that com-
mitment, and the majority leader 
made that commitment. And they 
promised it when they asked for the 
control of this House, and they cam-
paigned on it that they would give us 
the time to read the bills and know 
what’s going on and that things would 
be open and that sunshine would fill 
the room as far as knowledge that the 
various Members of Congress would 
have. And it didn’t happen, and it is 
not happening. 

So once again we have to ask the 
Speaker, How’s the swamp draining 
coming along? Because that was one of 
the swamp facts that you talked about 
that you were going to fix. How come 
it wasn’t fixed? Well, yeah, it’s an im-
portant agenda, sure, and maybe you 
don’t want people arguing with you 
about your important agenda, but 
that’s not what was said. That’s not 
what was told to us when the control of 
this House was turned over to the Dem-
ocrat Party. 

And what results when there’s that 
kind of thing of trampling on House 
rules? Well, these backroom deals like 
that took place in cap-and-trade and 
health care, the failure to give the 3- 
day reading time. And what comes of 
it? 

Let’s take the health care business. 
Right now, we have 22 States in this 
Union that have filed suit against the 
ObamaCare bill. They argue the indi-
vidual mandate and the unfunded Medi-
care mandates are the subjects of that 
lawsuit, and that we have talked about 
before. And it’s certain people being 
treated one way and another group of 
people being treated another. And we 
have a lawsuit that’s probably going to 
take us all the way to the Supreme 
Court of the United States to resolve 
it, which is the proper place to go. 
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But maybe it could have been re-
solved by this body if we had done what 
we said we would do: drain the swamp; 
be open, honest, and ethical; and trust 
each other and do our work together. 
Maybe we wouldn’t have this problem. 
I don’t know. I think I can make a 

pretty good argument that we 
wouldn’t. 

I’ve just about ridden this horse long 
enough. I want to point out to you that 
for 18 months I have been on the floor 
of this House almost once a week. I’ve 
really been talking about something I 
think everybody ought to be really, 
really concerned about in this country 
and, that is, it is the duty and responsi-
bility of everyone who raises their 
right hand and takes that oath that we 
take in this body to preserve, protect, 
and defend the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States. And I took 
that oath as a member of the judiciary, 
which included, And of the State—that 
State being Texas. At least those peo-
ple that take that oath in this room, 
those people have the responsibility to 
do what our Speaker told us we were 
going to do and create an open, honest, 
and ethical Congress. They have the re-
sponsibility to make sure the rules are 
followed. And winning and losing 
shouldn’t be so important that you will 
override what you promised you would 
do and what you swore under oath you 
would do—or affirmed, if you didn’t be-
lieve in taking an oath. I’m sure there 
were those here that didn’t. I took an 
oath: So help me God. I took an oath. 

And so I’m asking the question, Are 
we willing to loosen up the glue that 
holds our government and our society 
together, the rule of law? That is, we 
can count on the law, we can count on 
the Constitution, that it will prevail 
against personalities that may come 
along and try to interfere with it, be-
cause Americans owe their sovereignty 
to a piece of paper, a rule of law, and 
not to an individual. We don’t swear an 
oath in this body to the President of 
the United States or to the Speaker of 
the House or to the Secretary of the 
Senate or to anybody other than to 
God and to the American people and to 
each other that we will preserve, pro-
tect, and defend the Constitution of the 
United States, the glue that holds this 
society together. 

And when our Speaker talked about 
draining the swamp, she was making 
allegations, many of which were re-
solved and some of which were not re-
solved, especially at the time the 
statement was made, that needed to be 
addressed, because there was a stinking 
swamp of misbehavior she was alleging. 
And it hasn’t been drained. Not only 
hasn’t it been drained but it seems to 
be a policy that we will win at all cost. 
Therefore, we will not give 3 days to 
read. We will do things behind closed 
doors. And we will not be open and 
honest, even though we promised it. 

I’m going to get up here and say this 
until, hopefully, we change. And I will 
do my very best. And I have confidence 
that everyone in here, when reminded, 
will do their very best. My colleagues 
will be reminded—I’m hoping they’ll be 
reminded by the few little things I 
have to say and I’m certainly hoping 

all of them on both sides of the aisle 
will be reminded, their consciences will 
be touched, and they will realize that 
the American people want to know 
what goes on in these Halls. 

If you don’t believe that, look at the 
tea party people out there. They’re not 
trying to start a revolution. They’re 
trying to start an honest government. 
They want to know what’s going on; 
what are you doing. We feel hopeless 
and helpless because we don’t under-
stand what is going on up there. And 
you promised us open, honest, ethical. 
Where is it? 

That’s what we ought to be doing. 
That’s what I’m doing up here. That’s 
why I’m here tonight. I have the high-
est respect for every Member of this 
body. Any allegations made against 
any Member of this Congress should be 
rapidly and efficiently dealt with. And 
I hope these allegations will be proved 
unfounded. But to stand up and use 
campaign rhetoric about I’m going to 
have an open, honest, ethical Congress, 
I’m going to drain this nasty swamp, 
and then not do it and not answer for 
it is something I’m going to continue 
to talk about. 

When the President says powerful 
people are not going to be treated dif-
ferently than ordinary people, and if 
somebody is being treated powerful or 
it sure looks like it, we have a duty to 
ask the question, Why is that going on? 
Why do Geithner and RANGEL get treat-
ed differently than me when I don’t pay 
my taxes or you when you don’t pay 
your taxes or you just miss paying 
them on April 15 because you didn’t get 
all your paperwork together so you got 
a legal extension? You still pay pen-
alties and interests. Why don’t they? 

These are not hard questions to an-
swer. These are questions that I think 
the American people have a right to 
know, because the American people 
want that glue that holds this society 
together. They want the kind of coun-
try that we wrote about in our Con-
stitution. As long as I think we’ve got 
questions to be answered, I’m going to 
be asking the questions. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 
By unanimous consent, permission to 

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SABLAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 
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Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, May 

18. 
Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, May 18. 
Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes, 

today and May 12. 
Mr. ROHRABACHER, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1405. An act to redesignate the Long-
fellow National Historic Site, Massachusetts, 
as the ‘‘Longfellow House-Washington’s 
Headquarters National Historic Site’’; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

S. 1053. An act to amend the National Law 
Enforcement Museum Act to extend the ter-
mination date; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 2802. An act to provide for an exten-
sion of the legislative authority of the 
Adams Memorial Foundation to establish a 
commemorative work in honor of former 
President John Adams and his legacy, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 5148. An act to amend title 39, United 
States Code, to clarify the instances in 
which the term ‘‘census’’ may appear on 
mailable matter. 

H.R. 5160. An act to extend the Caribbean 
Basin Economic Recovery Act, to provide 
customs support services to Haiti, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m.), 
the House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7404. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Viruses, Serums, Toxins, and Analo-
gous Products and Patent Term Restoration; 
Nonsubstantive Amendments [Docket No.: 
APHIS-2009-0069] received April 21, 2010, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

7405. A letter from the Chairman and CEO, 
Farm Credit Administration, transmitting 
the Administration’s final rule — Organiza-
tion; Eligibility and Scope of Financing; 
Funding and Fiscal Affairs, Loan Policies 
and Operations, and Funding Operations; 
Definitions; and Disclosure to Shareholders; 

Director Elections (RIN: 3052-AC43) received 
April 20, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

7406. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Army, transmitting notification 
that the Average Procurement Unit Cost 
(APUC) and Program Acquisition Unit Cost 
metrics for the Longbow Apache Block III 
(AB3) program have exceeded the 25 percent 
critical cost growth threshold by more than 
15% but less than 25%, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
2433(e)(1); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

7407. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting author-
ization of 3 officers to wear the authorized 
insignia of the grade of brigadier general, 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

7408. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting letter 
on the approved retirement of Lieutenant 
General H. Steven Blum, Army National 
Guard, and his advancement on the retired 
list in the grade of lieutenant general; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

7409. A letter from the Chief, PRAB, Office 
of Research and Analysis, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants and Children 
(WIC): Vendor Cost Containment [FNS-2009- 
0001] (RIN: 0584-AD71) received April 20, 2010, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

7410. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Administration, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Commerce Acquisition Regulation 
(CAR); Correction [Document Number: 
080730954-0129-03] (RIN: 0605-AA26) received 
April 20, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

7411. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Regulations Policy and Management Staff, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Revision of Organization and Conforming 
Changes to Regulations [Docket No.: FDA- 
2010-N-0148] received April 20, 2010, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

7412. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Regulations Policy and Management Staff, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Product Jurisdiction; Change of Address and 
Telephone Number; Technical Amendment 
[Docket No.: FDA-2010-N-0010] received April 
20, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7413. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Regulations Policy and Management Staff, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Medical Devices; Pediatric Uses of Devices; 
Requirement for Submission of Information 
on Pediatric Subpopulations That Suffer 
From a Disease or Condition That a Device 
is Intended to Treat, Diagnose, or Cure; Di-
rect Final Rule [Docket No.: FDA-2009-N- 
0458] (RIN: 0910-AG29) recieved April 20, 2010, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

7414. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Regulations Policy and Management Staff, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Medical Devices; Technical Amendment 
[Docket No.: FDA-2010-N-0019] received April 
20, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7415. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Regulations Policy and Management Staff, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Administrative Practices and Procedures; 
Good Guidance Practices; Technical Amend-
ment [Docket No.: FDA-1999-N-3539] (for-
merly Docket No. 1999N-4783) received April 
20, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7416. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Regulations Policy and Management Staff, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
New Animal Drugs; Removal of Obsolete and 
Redundant Regulations [Docket No.: FDA- 
2003-N-0446] (formerly Docket No. 2003N-0324) 
received April 20, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

7417. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator/Office of Diversion Control, 
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Schedules of Con-
trolled Substances; Table of Excluded Non-
narcotic Products: Nasal Decongestant In-
halers Manufactured by Classic Pharma-
ceuticals, LLC [Docket No.: DEA-329F] (RIN: 
1117-AB23) received April 20, 2010, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

7418. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Communications and Information, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s report on the activities to 
improve coordination and communication 
with respect to the implementation of E-911 
services, pursuant to Public Law 108-494, sec-
tion 104; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

7419. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s report on Activities and Assist-
ance under Cooperative Threat Reduction 
(CTR) Programs (FY 2011 CTR Annual Re-
port), pursuant to Public Law 106-398, section 
1308 (114 Stat. 1654A-341); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

7420. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
visor for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting report prepared by the 
Department of State concerning inter-
national agreements other than treaties en-
tered into by the United States to be trans-
mitted to the Congress within the sixty-day 
period specified in the Case-Zablocki Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7421. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), a 
six-month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to Syria that was 
declared in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 
2004; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7422. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National 
Emergency Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and pur-
suant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31, 
2003, a six-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to significant 
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia in 
Executive Order 12987 of October 21, 1995; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7423. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Administration and Management, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s FY 2009 ‘‘Buy American Report’’, pur-
suant to Public Law 110-28, section 8306; to 
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