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within the military and domestically. Congress 
responded by passing the Nurse Training Act 
of 1943, which provided an opportunity for ac-
credited nursing schools to offer accelerated 
training programs, greatly increasing the num-
ber of nurses available to serve at home and 
overseas. In addition, nursing students were 
able to receive subsidies for the cost of their 
training and a modest living stipend, which 
permitted many students to advance economi-
cally. 

However, the Cadet Nurses’ path through 
this program was not simple or easy. In addi-
tion to the daily stresses and high demands of 
nursing work, these future nurses faced the 
additional burdens of completing their studies 
faster than regular students and learning crit-
ical skills on the job instead of in the class-
room. Yet, by responding to these challenges, 
the nursing students receiving training through 
the Cadet Nurse Program were critical to sup-
porting the increased need for services during 
this difficult time in our Nation’s history. 

As we celebrate National Nurses Week, let 
us remember the difficult work that all nurses 
carry out. They serve at the front lines of med-
ical care: often, they are the first and most fa-
miliar medical provider patients will see. 

This week, I ask you to join me in remem-
bering and honoring the work of Cadet Nurses 
and making sure that their outstanding service 
to their communities and our Nation is not for-
gotten. 
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RECOGNIZING DICK COOK FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE TOWN OF DOU-
BLE OAK, TEXAS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
rise today to recognize Dick Cook and his 
dedication to the town of Double Oak. On May 
17, 2010, after over 17 years of distinguished 
service, Dick will retire from the City Council. 

Dick has held many positions throughout the 
years. He has served as Mayor of Double Oak 
for 9 years, and also as Mayor Pro-Tem, Dep-
uty Mayor Pro-Tem, Town Treasurer, and City 
Council Member. If that isn’t impressive 
enough, Dick has also served on the Planning 
and Zoning Commission and the Board of Ad-
justment. 

Dick and his wife Georgette have been resi-
dents of Double Oak for 25 years. Not only 
has he served the town of Double Oak, but he 
served as an officer in the United States Navy 
from 1950 to 1981. When Mr. Cook retired, he 
held the highest rank in the Fleet Reserve, 
Navy Lieutenant. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I rise today to recognize an outstanding public 
servant to both his community and the nation, 
Mr. Dick Cook. It is my honor to represent 
such a dedicated community member in the 
United States House of Representatives. 

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT 
ESOPHAGEAL CANCER 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, several 
weeks ago, I received a call from one of my 
constituents, Marsha Shapiro. She coura-
geously shared with me her experience with 
her husband Joel’s battle with esophageal 
cancer. Marsha was kind enough to tell me a 
little about her husband and the type of man 
he was. She told me that for 30 years Joel 
worked as a New York City public school 
teacher at P.S.176 in Brooklyn. He also spent 
16 years as an English high school principal at 
Yeshiva of Brooklyn, a position he held in con-
junction with his public school duties. 

She said that Joel was a humble man, but 
to his family and his students, he was a giant. 
For several summers he worked at the Italian 
Federation in an athletic program sponsoring 
Say No To Drugs. Music was also a very im-
portant part of his life having been a violinist 
in the Brooklyn Heights Orchestra and at St. 
Ann’s Church. Furthermore, he performed with 
the Staten Island Orchestra at St. John’s Uni-
versity and Kingsborough Community Orches-
tra Brooklyn, NY. 

Mrs. Shapiro shared with me how Joel’s 
battle with esophageal cancer began on May 
15, 2009. Over the course of the next several 
months he received the recognized chemo 
and radiation treatments but unfortunately they 
did not shrink his tumor. On November 18, 
2009, after just 6 months and 3 days of treat-
ment, Joel passed away. He is survived by his 
wife Marsha, two sons Adam and Glenn and 
three grandchildren, Jonathan, Naomi and 
Zachary. 

My colleagues, sadly, Joel’s battle with 
esophageal cancer is not out of the ordinary. 
Unfortunately, it is too often the norm. The 
five-year survival rate for those diagnosed with 
esophageal cancer is less than 20 percent 
and many, like Mr. Shapiro, die within a year 
of being diagnosed. The American Cancer So-
ciety estimates that this year alone more than 
16,000 new cases of esophageal cancer will 
be diagnosed in the United States and nearly 
14,500 deaths from esophageal cancer will 
occur. 

In fact, the rates of esophageal cancer have 
been rising dramatically for the past several 
decades, increasing by more than 400 per-
cent, and there is still a lack of effective treat-
ments for cancer of the esophagus. With such 
a significant increase in the number of cases 
and with a mortality rate of nearly 80 percent, 
too often those diagnosed with esophageal 
cancer are diagnosed too late and the disease 
has progressed too much for current treat-
ments to be effective. 

I encourage my colleagues to join with me, 
and my colleague Congressman RUSH HOLT, 
in sponsoring a bipartisan resolution recog-
nizing the importance of detecting esophageal 
cancer during its earliest stages, advancing 
medical research, and supporting the goals 
and ideals of Esophageal Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

INTRODUCING THE EQUAL ACCESS 
TO PRE-SEPARATION ACT OF 2010 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam Speaker, 
today I am proud to be introducing the Equal 
Access to Pre-Separation Act of 2010. This bill 
requires the Department of Defense to give 
benefit information to members of the Reserve 
Component before they separate or retire. 

For too many years, members of the Guard 
and Reserve have left the service without a 
clear picture of the benefits their service has 
earned them. This legislation ensures that 
these individuals and their families are edu-
cated on how to access benefits like VA 
health care and Tricare health care programs. 

For years the Guard and Reserve have 
played a critical strategic role in our national 
defense. I am grateful to these individuals for 
their service to the Nation. They have made 
great sacrifices, and I believe that Congress 
has a moral obligation to educate these he-
roes on the benefits they have earned. This 
bill is just one way we can begin to re-pay 
them for all that they have done to protect this 
country. I strongly believe that Congress has 
a moral obligation to keep the promises made 
to our troops in return for their service. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in the coming weeks to pass this important 
legislation in the House. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
HIGHLAND VILLAGE CITY COUN-
CIL MEMBER DON COMBS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
rise today to recognize City Council Member 
Don Combs of Highland Village, Texas. After 
eight years of strong leadership and commit-
ment to the community, Don will be retiring 
from the City Council. 

Don was first elected to the City Council in 
May of 2002. He served as Mayor of Highland 
Village from January to May of 2006 and 
again as Mayor Pro Tem from May 2009 to 
May 2010. He served as a member of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and the 
Highland Village Community Center Com-
mittee. 

Don currently serves on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Highland Village Community De-
velopment Corporation, where he directly 
helps to promote and implement projects to 
benefit economic development in the area. He 
and his wife, Janet, and their family have lived 
in Highland Village since 1985. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I rise today to commemorate the accomplish-
ments and service of Highland Village City 
Council Member, Don Combs. I am proud to 
represent such a devoted community member 
in the United States House of Representa-
tives. 
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