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Energy and Natural Resources, for the 
pendency of S. 3217 and any votes 
thereupon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK 

Mr. DODD. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. Res. 522, sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 522) recognizing Na-

tional Nurses Week. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements related to the 
resolution be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 522) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 522 

Whereas since 1990, National Nurses Week 
is celebrated annually from May 6, which is 
known as National Recognition Day for 
Nurses, through May 12, which is the birth-
day of Florence Nightingale, the founder of 
modern nursing; 

Whereas National Nurses Week is a time of 
year to reflect on the important contribu-
tions that nurses make to provide safe, high- 
quality health care; 

Whereas nurses are known to be patient 
advocates, acting fearlessly to protect the 
lives of those under their care; 

Whereas nurses represent the largest single 
component of the health care profession with 
3,100,000 jobs; 

Whereas nurses are experienced research-
ers, and their work encompasses a wide scope 
of scientific inquiry, including clinical re-
search, health systems and outcomes re-
search, and nursing education research; 

Whereas nurses are well positioned to pro-
vide leadership to eliminate health care dis-
parities that exist in the United States; 

Whereas nurses help inform and educate 
the public to improve the practice of all 
nurses and, more importantly, the health 
and safety of the patients they care for; 

Whereas survey data shows that enroll-
ments in entry-level baccalaureate programs 
in nursing rose by 3.6 percent in 2009, and 
though this marks the ninth consecutive 
year of enrollment growth, the annual in-
crease in student capacity in 4-year nursing 
programs has declined sharply since 2003 
when enrollment was up by 16.6 percent; 

Whereas nursing programs in the United 
States were forced to reject almost 119,000 
qualified applicants according to the most 
recent survey of all prelicensure nursing pro-
grams; 

Whereas according to the Bureau of Labor 
and Statistics, employment of registered 
nurses is expected to grow by 22 percent from 

2008 to 2018, which is a much faster rate of 
growth than the average rate of growth for 
all occupations; 

Whereas according to survey data, enroll-
ment in doctoral nursing programs increased 
by more than 20 percent this year, signaling 
strong interest among students in careers as 
nursing scientists, faculty, primary care pro-
viders, and specialists; 

Whereas expanding capacity in bacca-
laureate and graduate programs is critical to 
sustaining a healthy nursing workforce and 
providing patients with the best care pos-
sible; 

Whereas the nationwide nursing shortage 
has caused dedicated nurses to work longer 
hours and care for more acutely ill patients; 

Whereas nurse educators work on average 
more than 57 hours per week in order to en-
sure that each and every new registered 
nurse receives an excellent education, ad-
vancing excellence among the next genera-
tion of nurses; 

Whereas nurses inform legislators on the 
education, retention, recruitment, and prac-
tice of all nurses and, more importantly, the 
health and safety of the patients they care 
for; and 

Whereas increased Federal and State sup-
port is needed to enhance existing programs 
and create new programs to educate nursing 
students at all levels, to increase the number 
of faculty members to educate nursing stu-
dents, to create clinical sites and have ap-
propriately prepared nurses teach and train 
at those sites, to create educational opportu-
nities to retain nurses in the profession, and 
to educate and train more nurse research sci-
entists who can discover new nursing: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes National Nurses Week; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Nurses Week; 
(3) acknowledges the importance of quality 

higher education in nursing, including bacca-
laureate and graduate programs, to meet the 
needs of one of the fastest growing labor 
fields in the Nation; and 

(4) supports the nurse capacity initiatives 
for institutions of higher education included 
in the Higher Education Opportunity Act. 

f 

HONORING DEEPWATER HORIZON 
CREW MEMBERS 

Mr. DODD. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to the immediate 
consideration of S. Res. 523 submitted 
earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 523) honoring the 

crew members who perished aboard the off-
shore oil rig, Deepwater Horizon, and extend-
ing the condolences of the Senate to the fam-
ilies and loved ones of the deceased crew 
members. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DODD. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 523) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 523 

Whereas oil and natural gas are necessary 
commodities for the United States; 

Whereas a drill ship, the Deepwater Hori-
zon, was drilling in 5,000 feet of water ap-
proximately 50 miles off the coast of Lou-
isiana, in the Gulf of Mexico; 

Whereas on April 20, 2010, a terrible explo-
sion occurred aboard the Deepwater Horizon; 

Whereas 126 men and women were on board 
the Deepwater Horizon at the time of the ex-
plosion; 

Whereas 11 men remain missing, and are 
presumed dead; 

Whereas 17 people were injured, 3 of them 
critically; and 

Whereas the United States is greatly in-
debted to oil rig crewmen for the serious 
physical risks, difficult periods of separation 
from their families, and supremely chal-
lenging engineering tasks endured to 
produce much-needed energy for the Nation: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the crew members who perished 

aboard the offshore oil rig, Deepwater Hori-
zon; and 

(2) expresses sincere condolences to the 
families and loved ones of the deceased crew 
members. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 13, 
2010 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow, Thurs-
day, May 13; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and the Senate resume con-
sideration of S. 3217, Wall Street re-
form, and that the Senate recess from 
1 p.m. until 2 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, we have 

eight amendments pending and Sen-
ators should expect rollcall votes 
throughout Thursday’s session as we 
continue to process amendments on the 
Wall Street reform legislation. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. DODD. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask 
unanimous consent it adjourn under 
the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 8:26 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
May 13, 2010, at 9:30 a.m. 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATION 
The Senate Committee on Rules and 

Administration was discharged from 
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