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There are about 9.4 million new cases 

of tuberculosis each year. In addition, 
according to recent news reports, it is 
estimated that 440,000 people worldwide 
have been infected with deadly 
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis in 
2008 alone. 

Just recently, the World Health Or-
ganization released a report that un-
derlined the continuing threat from 
the spread of drug-resistant forms of 
tuberculosis. 

Furthermore, as statistics reported 
by the World Health Organization note, 
parts of Africa face a truly staggering 
threat, due to the large numbers of 
those suffering from AIDS in those re-
gions who are extremely vulnerable to 
tuberculosis. In such regions, tuber-
culosis can indeed be a fatal sentence 
of rapid and painful death. 

The standard drug regimen for tuber-
culosis is severely outdated. With cur-
rent treatment methods, patients 
treated for tuberculosis have to stay on 
medication for far too long, and that 
means that there can be lapses in medi-
cation that only feed resistance among 
strains of the disease. And so, new 
forms of treatment, new forms of 
therapies, and new vaccines are needed. 
But what is needed also at a funda-
mental level is the continued recogni-
tion of the dangerous nature of this 
disease and the commitment to con-
tinue the struggle against it. 

I thank my colleagues, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL), 
my good friend, and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE) for introducing 
this important resolution. Its adoption 
by this House should reinforce the mes-
sage that we will continue to support 
the vital efforts to fight this disease. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, so I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, before I 
yield back the balance of my time, I 
want to thank my good friend, Con-
gresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN, who has 
partnered with me in so much good leg-
islation through the years. And I really 
do appreciate her support. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H. Res. 1155, com-
mending the progress made by anti-tuber-
culosis programs. 

Tuberculosis is the second leading global in-
fectious disease killer behind HIV/AIDS, claim-
ing approximately 1.8 million lives each year. 
It is estimated that 1⁄3 of the world’s population 
is infected with TB. This disease kills people 
of all races and ages around the world. 

The global TB pandemic and spread of drug 
resistant TB presents a persistent public 
health threat to the U.S. The WHO reports 
that 5 percent of all new TB cases are drug 
resistant, with estimates of up to 28 percent 
drug resistant reported in some parts of Rus-
sia. Of these numbers, it is estimated that only 
7 percent are receiving treatment. 

Although drugs, diagnostics and vaccines 
for TB exist, these technologies are antiquated 
and are increasingly inadequate for controlling 

the global epidemic. The most commonly used 
TB diagnostic in the world, sputum micros-
copy, is more than 100 years old and lacks 
sensitivity to detect TB in most HIV/AIDS pa-
tients and in children. 

Drug susceptibility tests for drug resistant 
TB take 2–4 weeks to complete, during which 
time a drug resistant TB patient in a devel-
oping country may die. The TB vaccine, BCG, 
provides some protection to children, but has 
little or no efficacy in preventing pulmonary TB 
in adults. We will never be able to defeat TB 
without the introduction of new identification, 
treatment and prevention tools. 

World TB Day also provides us with an op-
portunity to celebrate the significant gains 
made in the fight against TB and reminds us 
of the challenges ahead. Since 1995, 36 mil-
lion people around the world have successfully 
been treated for TB and 9 million lives have 
been saved. 

Less than 2 years ago, this Congress 
passed two historic laws to combat TB. The 
Comprehensive TB Elimination Act authorizes 
the tools to put the U.S. on the path to TB 
elimination and the Lantos-Hyde Act, with mul-
tilateral commitment, aims to reduce the global 
TB burden by half within a decade. 

Both of these laws would support an in-
creased research investment to get us the 
new TB diagnostic, treatment and prevention 
tools that we urgently need. With enactment of 
these 2 laws, we have the power to combat 
TB effectively and reduce the human misery 
that this disease wreaks around the world. 

I want to commend Rep. ENGEL for his tre-
mendous efforts on TB awareness and urge 
my colleagues to support H. Res. 1155. 

Mr. ENGEL. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ENGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1155, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
PRESIDENT’S EXPORT COUNCIL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to Executive Order 12131, and the 
order of the House of January 6, 2009, 
the Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following Members of 
the House to the President’s Export 
Council: 

Mr. REICHERT, Washington 
Mr. TIBERI, Ohio. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE STABILIZATION OF IRAQ— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 111–108) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 

from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
continuing the national emergency 
with respect to the stabilization of 
Iraq. This notice states that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
stabilization of Iraq declared in Execu-
tive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, as 
modified in scope and relied upon for 
additional steps taken in Executive 
Order 13315 of August 28, 2003, Execu-
tive Order 13350 of July 29, 2004, Execu-
tive Order 13364 of November 29, 2004, 
and Executive Order 13438 of July 17, 
2007, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 22, 2010. 

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, the restoration and main-
tenance of peace and security in the 
country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic in-
stitutions in Iraq continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Accordingly, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue the national emergency with 
respect to this threat and maintain in 
force the measures taken to deal with 
that national emergency. 

The Iraqi government continues to 
take steps to resolve debts and settle 
claims arising from the actions of the 
previous regime. Before the end of the 
year, my Administration will review 
the Iraqi government’s progress on re-
solving these outstanding debts and 
claims, as well as other relevant cir-
cumstances, in order to determine 
whether the prohibitions contained in 
Executive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, 
as amended by Executive Order 13364 of 
November 29, 2004, on any attachment, 
judgment, decree, lien, execution, gar-
nishment, or other judicial process 
with respect to the Development Fund 
for Iraq, the accounts, assets, and prop-
erty held by the Central Bank of Iraq, 
and Iraqi petroleum-related products, 
should continue in effect beyond De-
cember 31, 2010, which are in addition 
to the sovereign immunity ordinarily 
provided to Iraq as a sovereign nation 
under otherwise applicable law. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 12, 2010. 
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