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Congress must remember the sac-

rifices made by all of America’s fami-
lies. The American people need action 
that will break the barriers of an un-
fair and complicated tax system, and 
Congress must respond because the fu-
ture health of the U.S. economy de-
mands it. 

f 

AMERICA COMPETES 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise as a proud cosponsor in strong sup-
port of the America COMPETES Reau-
thorization Act. As we recover from 
this recession, we must remain com-
mitted to ensuring that our students 
are properly educated in math and 
science to strengthen our Nation’s eco-
nomic competitiveness. 

With the America COMPETES Reau-
thorization Act, we will make targeted 
investments in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math education and 
groundbreaking research. Research 
leads to innovation. Innovation leads 
to manufacturing new products, and 
manufacturing leads to good-paying 
jobs. 

According to the Alliance for Amer-
ican Manufacturing, every manufac-
turing job in our country directly sup-
ports four additional jobs. This bill will 
support our manufacturers, many of 
which are small businesses, by improv-
ing access to credit with innovative 
technology Federal loan guarantees. 

This bill improves the Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership program by re-
ducing the local cost share, allowing 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
program centers like MAGNET in Ohio 
to leverage more funds. MAGNET, 
which is based out of Cleveland, has le-
veraged Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership funds to generate nearly 
$10 million in new investment and has 
created or retained over 400 jobs in my 
congressional district alone between 
2005 and 2009. 

Manufacturing Extension Partner-
ship centers will help rejuvenate our 
Nation’s manufacturing base by in-
forming local community colleges of 
the skill sets local manufacturers seek. 
Our workers must have the necessary 
job training to secure good-paying jobs. 
We must invest in our students, our 
workers, our small businesses, and our 
short-, mid-, and long-term economic 
competitiveness, and that is exactly 
what our bill does. 

For these reasons, I am proud to co-
sponsor the America COMPETES Reau-
thorization Act, and when the bill is 
called up for a vote tomorrow, I urge a 
‘‘yes’’ vote. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BRIAN MAHAFFEY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with sadness to recog-
nize fallen Rockdale County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Brian Mahaffey. 

On May 8, Deputy Mahaffey was shot 
and killed in the line of duty while exe-
cuting a search warrant in Conyers, 
Georgia. Deputy Mahaffey was shot. 
Although he was wearing a bulletproof 
vest, this bullet entered at an unusual 
angle and, as a result, he received a 
fatal gunshot wound. Deputy Mahaffey 
was only 28 years old. 

Deputy Mahaffey served his commu-
nity courageously and honorably. 
Brian was not only a sheriff’s deputy, 
but he was a husband, he was a father, 
he was a brother, and he was a son. He 
loved to fish and he loved to work on 
cars. His friends often described him as 
a kindhearted, genuine, sincere, loving 
person. 

It is difficult to see a life cut short, 
Mr. Speaker, by such a reprehensible 
act, but the people of the 4th District 
of Georgia are thankful for his love of 
serving others and protecting the com-
munity. 

I am deeply saddened at the loss of 
our fallen sheriff’s deputy, Brian 
Mahaffey, and my thoughts and pray-
ers are with him and his family—his 
wife, Diana; 2-year-old son Trenton; al-
most 3-month-old daughter Anniston; 
his brother, Christopher; and his par-
ents, Terry and Cindy. I pray that they 
find comfort in this unimaginably dif-
ficult time. 

When a law enforcement officer is 
killed in the line of duty, it’s a loss 
that is felt by all Georgians. We are a 
family, and we have just lost a son. 

Brian Mahaffey was a hero. I am 
humbled by his service and his sac-
rifice. Deputy Mahaffey’s duty was to 
protect and serve the citizens of 
Rockdale County. Thanks to law en-
forcement officers like Brian, our Na-
tion is more secure. He routinely put 
his life on the line to defend those in 
Rockdale County, and his bravery re-
sulted in his death. 

The 4th District has lost a dedicated 
deputy, a public servant, role model, 
and family man. We must honor his 
memory with an unwillingness to sur-
render to crime and to lawlessness, and 
we must maintain our determination 
to bring justice to those who make us 
unsafe. 

f 

KEEP AMERICA COMPETITIVE IN 
THE GLOBAL ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KILROY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KILROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the America 
COMPETES Reauthorization Act, leg-
islation that will create jobs, strength-
en our commitment to innovative re-

search, and invest in education to keep 
our country competitive in the global 
economy. 

Over the last century, America has 
been the leader in technological and 
scientific innovation. However, other 
nations are making investments in 
their own research capabilities, and we 
must rise to meet the challenge and in-
sure that we remain the world’s leader 
in innovation and learning while revi-
talizing our economy and creating jobs 
in our community. 

I am part of the Congressional Com-
petitiveness Task Force, and I also 
hold hearings on this issue in my own 
community and recently had the op-
portunity to meet with executives from 
the Silicon Valley. They tell me that 
innovation and research and develop-
ment is necessary to get America mov-
ing again and our economy and keep 
America the leader in technological 
and scientific innovation. 

The America COMPETES Act will 
create jobs by strengthening our manu-
facturing sector. It guarantees loans to 
small- and medium-sized manufactur-
ers that create innovative products, 
supports research for transformative 
advances in manufacturing, and sup-
ports the Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership program so it can continue 
to meet the needs and challenges of 
manufacturers today. 

The America COMPETES Act also 
makes investments in clean energy 
technologies that will help create jobs 
and secure our long-term economic 
growth. As China, Brazil, and other 
countries make huge investments in 
this growing industry, we must ensure 
that our country does not lose its com-
petitive edge and fall behind in its 
technological capabilities. 

The America COMPETES Act reau-
thorizes the Advanced Research 
Projects Agency for Energy to support 
high-risk, high-reward energy tech-
nology research and establishes Energy 
Innovation Hubs to support collabo-
rative research and development of ad-
vanced energy technology. 

Building a workforce that would be 
competitive in the world global mar-
ketplace also requires investments in 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics education at all levels of 
our education system. 

The America COMPETES Act up-
dates the Robert Noyce Teacher Schol-
arship Program to help train secondary 
teachers to teach STEM in high-needs 
schools, provides grants to encourage 
students to major in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math fields, 
and establishes fellowships for grad-
uates in these fields to lead the way in 
education research in these areas. 

The America COMPETES Act will 
strengthen diversity for science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math stu-
dents, increasing the participation of 
women and minorities in the classroom 
and the workforce. And it increases 
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funding for research reauthorized by 
the Department of Energy’s Office of 
Science, the largest supporter of phys-
ical science research in our country, 
the National Science Foundation, and 
the National Institute of Technology, 
with the intent of doubling funding 
they receive over the next 10 years. 

b 2015 

The research they support will create 
the innovative technologies of the fu-
ture and drive students to become the 
scientists and engineers our country 
needs. 

Chad Bouton, recently named Inven-
tor of the Year by Battelle in my dis-
trict, is a shining example of this. His 
work on processing algorithms makes a 
product called Cyberkinetic Braingate 
possible, a medical device that allows 
people to control computers by their 
thoughts. This has incredible implica-
tions for paraplegics who are confined 
to their wheelchairs, for veterans in 
need of realistic, functional pros-
thetics. This is the kind of research we 
need that not only leads to incredible 
innovations, but will inspire students 
with the possibilities of what they can 
achieve as scientists and researchers 
themselves. 

We have a key opportunity as the 
economic recovery takes hold to make 
essential investments that will keep 
our Nation competitive and secure its 
long-term economic growth. The Amer-
ica COMPETES Act is supported by the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers, 
the Ohio Business Roundtable, Ohio 
State University, and hundreds of busi-
nesses, professional societies, and insti-
tutions of higher learning across the 
country. 

I am proud to cosponsor this bipar-
tisan legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues, tomorrow when it comes for a 
vote, to support the America COM-
PETES Act. 

f 

JOBS AND OUR ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, thank you 
very much for recognizing me and al-
lowing us again on a Wednesday 
evening to explore the interesting 
question that has certainly been much 
in the minds of Americans over the last 
couple of years; that is, the situation 
of jobs and our economy. Particularly, 
what is the connection between jobs 
and the economy, and what is going 
on? Do we have reason for hope? Are 
things turning around or not? And we 
continue as Americans to ask, where 
are the jobs? Because there are many, 
many people who are unemployed, and 
many people who are unemployed for 

more than a year are no longer counted 
in our statistics, which suggests that 
the unemployment rate is somewhere 
in that 9 percent or 10 percent area. So 
the real unemployment rate is prob-
ably higher. That is a reason for people 
to be concerned, if you have a job. 

If you don’t have a job, it is not a 
matter of concern; it is a matter of a 
serious crisis. And there are many peo-
ple who are struggling with that, and 
we are going to take a look at that this 
evening and also take a look at what 
are the various factors that influence 
the fact that we don’t have jobs, 
whether we are doing the right or 
wrong things, and also the curious phe-
nomena that we are seeing now, where, 
from a policy point of view, we are 
doing many things that are very de-
structive to job creation, and yet the 
economy seems to be coming back to 
some degree. What is that? What drives 
the economy? And, why would Wall 
Street be having things look good for 
Wall Street when so many people are 
out of work? We are going to take a 
look at those questions this evening. 

Starting off, I have depicted here: 
The lower part of this graph is the net 
jobs gained or lost. This centerline 
here is zero jobs. We haven’t created 
any jobs, we haven’t lost any jobs if 
you see a bar that is near this center-
line. This is going back to 1993. 

We come here: 2001. It was the reces-
sion when I was first elected to Con-
gress. In 2001, we were losing jobs. And 
you can see those. We inherited a re-
cession from the last days of the pre-
vious administration. George Bush 
came to office here, we were losing 
jobs, and we had to do something to try 
to turn the economy around. You see, 
something was done. The economy 
turned around. 

Now, the next and last section of the 
graph is 2009, and you can see the tre-
mendous number of jobs lost over here, 
the jobs lost again being the lines 
under the graph, showing that these 
are thousands and thousands of jobs 
that are lost. So this graph here shows 
the fact that we do have a great deal of 
job loss. The graph up above is a little 
bit more complicated. We don’t need to 
get into that for a moment. 

So how is it that this whole situation 
came to be, and how did we get into the 
problems in the first place? Well, it 
started some years ago for this par-
ticular recession. It was brought on, as 
you recall, you have probably heard 
some discussion about the word 
ACORN or about Freddie and Fannie. 
The details of this whole situation may 
seem a little bit hazy to you. That is 
all right. A lot of things go on, and it 
is hard to keep track of everything. 
But the recession really got started be-
cause of a combination of several 
things that happened. 

By and large, if you are looking at 
somebody to blame, you should be 
looking here. You should be looking at 

the Federal Government. It was poli-
cies of the Federal Government that 
created this problem, the unemploy-
ment problem and the turndown in the 
economy. 

Well, exactly what happened? Well, 
what happened was, going back many 
years, people got the idea that it would 
be a good idea for banks to loan money 
to people so people could buy houses. 
But there are some people who eco-
nomically are not in a very strong po-
sition to be able to continue to make 
their mortgage payment month in and 
month out. So Congress, in its wisdom, 
made the decision that we were going 
to force banks to make loans to people 
who were bad loan prospects. That 
means that there was a high chance 
that they could not repay the loan. 

Now, I suppose this was done in the 
name of compassion or whatever. I am 
not sure how compassionate it is to put 
someone into a loan that they can’t af-
ford to pay for, but that is what we ac-
tually instituted into law. So we had 
the situation ticking along like a 
timebomb. 

By the time President Clinton was in 
his last year, he increased the percent-
age of the loans that had to be made to 
people who couldn’t afford to pay 
them, so the bankers were going out 
making loans to people that couldn’t 
afford to pay. 

You say, well, why would a banker do 
that? Well, part of the reason is be-
cause a banker could pass the loan on 
through to Freddie and Fannie. Freddie 
and Fannie were two quasi-public orga-
nizations. They acted like private com-
panies, but there was always this im-
plicit guarantee that if anything hap-
pened to Freddie and Fannie, the Fed-
eral Government would come in and 
bail them out. 

Well, so what happens? You put that 
in combination with another thing 
that was going on, and that was this 
recession here. The Federal Reserve, 
first of all, created money, but they 
also particularly reduced very much 
the cost of money to banks. So you had 
almost a zero interest level and you 
had a lot of liquidity looking for some-
place to invest money. So what did 
people invest money in? They invested 
money in houses. So everybody started 
buying houses, and housing prices went 
up and up and up. 

I came down here by 2004 or 2005, and 
I thought I was the dumbest Congress-
man in the entire House because I 
hadn’t bought a multimillion dollar 
house and watched it double in 4 or 5 
years. But of course, when you see 
something expanding that rapidly, it 
suggests you may be dealing with a 
bubble, and of course that is what hap-
pened: The housing bubble popped. 

So it was a combination, one, of poli-
cies created by Congress requiring 
loans to be made to people who 
couldn’t afford to pay them. And as the 
housing bubble popped and the housing 
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