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HONORING SPRING WOODS METH-

ODIST CHURCH ON ITS 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend Spring 
Woods Methodist Church on celebrating its 
50th anniversary. The current Pastor is Dr. 
J.D. Phillips and the church is composed of 
people from all walks of life. I am a member 
of the church and am proud of this accom-
plishment. 

Spring Woods has the distinction of being 
the first Methodist church in Northwest Hous-
ton. The first service was held on October 18, 
1959, and was attended by 18 people at 
Spring Elementary School. 

On May 15, 1960, Dr. Homer T. Fort, the 
Houston West District superintendent officially 
recognized Spring Woods Methodist Church. 
Through assistance from the Room to Grow 
Program, the church purchased five and a half 
acres on FM 1960 for the future church site. 
The original charter membership was com-
posed of 44 people and by the end of the 
year, the number increased to 106. Today the 
congregation numbers over 1,000 members 
and continues to serve the Lord by serving the 
people of Northwest Houston 

Since the church was built, they have added 
several buildings on the property. This in-
cludes an 18,000 square foot education/ad-
ministrative office building. 

And so it is with great pleasure that I recog-
nize and congratulate Spring Woods Methodist 
Church on celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ACKNOWLEDGE 
DEPAUL UNIVERSITY AS IT 
LAUNCHES ITS CAPITAL CAM-
PAIGN TO HONOR THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF ST. VINCENT 
DEPAUL AND ST. LOUISE 
DEMARILLAC ON THE OCCASION 
OF THE 350TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THEIR DEATHS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
DePaul University is the largest Catholic uni-
versity in the United States and the largest pri-
vate non-profit university in the Midwest. It re-
mains dedicated to serving and educating the 
economically disadvantaged, as it has done 
throughout its history. DePaul University pro-
vides high-quality education for students from 
the entire metropolitan area through its Chi-
cago and suburban campuses. 

In 2010, DePaul University celebrates the 
work and accomplishments of its namesake, 
St. Vincent DePaul, and St. Louise de 
Marillac, founder of the Daughters of Charity, 
on the occasion of the 350th anniversary of 
their deaths. To honor the examples of St. 
Vincent and St. Louise through its mission of 

education and service, DePaul University is 
embarking on a capital campaign entitled, 
‘‘Many Dreams. One Mission.’’ This capital 
campaign will help guarantee the accessibility 
and affordability of the University’s 260 grad-
uate and undergraduate programs. This cam-
paign will raise funds to build campus facilities 
that will enhance the University’s academi-
cally-rigorous and nationally-acclaimed pro-
grams of study. 

As a proud Chicagoan and former educator, 
I congratulate DePaul University for its many 
contributions to higher education and commu-
nity service, and I join with DePaul University 
in celebrating St. Vincent DePaul and St. Lou-
ise DeMarillac on the occasion the 350th anni-
versary of their deaths. 

f 

43RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
REUNIFICATION OF JERUSALEM 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise now to commemorate a signifi-
cant event: the 43rd anniversary of the reunifi-
cation of Jerusalem, which is being celebrated 
today. I am proud to be a cosponsor of H. 
Con. Res. 271, which recognizes this impor-
tant day. 

Jerusalem is one of the most historic cities 
in the world; it has been destroyed, besieged, 
attacked, captured, and recaptured multiple 
times. Yet in 1948, for the first time, the city 
was divided into two parts. For the following 
19 years, access to holy sites was denied by 
Jordan. Even worse, synagogues were de-
stroyed and ancient tombstones desecrated. 
Residents of Jerusalem could not even see 
the Western Wall, let alone pray there. 

At last, in 1967, Jerusalem was reunited 
during the Six Day War. In celebration, De-
fense Minister Moshe Dayan gave this oft-re-
peated statement: 

‘‘This morning, the Israel Defense Forces 
. . . have united Jerusalem, the divided cap-
ital of Israel. We have returned to the holiest 
of our holy places, never to part from it again. 
To our Arab neighbors we extend, also at this 
hour—and with added emphasis at this hour— 
our hand in peace. And to our Christian and 
Muslim fellow citizens, we solemnly promise 
full religious freedom and rights. We did not 
come to Jerusalem for the sake of other peo-
ples’ holy places, and not to interfere with the 
adherents of other faiths, but in order to safe-
guard its entirety, and to live there together 
with others, in unity.’’ 

Truly, today is not cause for celebration by 
Jews only. Christians and Muslims also con-
sider Jerusalem a holy city. Furthermore, visi-
tors of many other faiths travel to the Old City 
to pray or simply appreciate the historic sites, 
which are not only accessible today, but also 
properly maintained. 

Sadly, some people still do not consider Je-
rusalem to be Israel’s capital. And despite the 
passage of the Jerusalem Embassy Act in 
1995, we have not yet moved the U.S. em-
bassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. It 
is preposterous that Israel, our democratic 

friend and strategic ally, is the only country in 
which the U.S. embassy is not located in the 
functioning capital. I strongly encourage Presi-
dent Obama and Secretary of State Clinton to 
begin the process of relocating the U.S. Em-
bassy in Israel. 

As Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, recently stated: ‘‘The connection 
between the Jewish people and the Land of 
Israel cannot be denied. The connection be-
tween the Jewish people and Jerusalem can-
not be denied . . . Jerusalem is not a settle-
ment. It is our capital.’’ 

In closing, I want to reflect on the name, 
‘‘Jerusalem.’’ It is my understanding that the 
name of this city is built from a Hebrew root 
word meaning ‘‘completeness’’ or ‘‘whole-
ness.’’ How appropriate that for the past 43 
years Jerusalem has been able to live up to 
its name. As Psalm 122:3 states: ‘‘Jerusalem 
is built as a city that is united together.’’ 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL SPAK 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I call to the at-
tention of the House the passing on January 
25 of Michael Robert Spak, 62, a resident of 
Leesburg, Virginia, who was the founder and 
chairman of the nonprofit Loudoun Crime 
Commission. 

Mr. Spak enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps at age 18 and completed two tours 
of combat duty in Vietnam from 1966–1969. 
Following his honorable discharge in 1969, he 
joined the Los Angeles Police Department, 
where he served on the Bomb Squad/Criminal 
Conspiracy Section for several years, becom-
ing an expert on bomb detection, disposal and 
investigation. In 1974, he joined the Central 
Intelligence Agency, where he served for 23 
years, first as an officer in the CIA’s Direc-
torate of Science and Technology and then in 
the Directorate of Operations. In the context of 
his work, he traveled the world from the Mid-
dle East to Africa and Asia. He also served in 
multiple long-term overseas assignments in 
Europe and Latin America. After retiring from 
government service in 1996, he started his 
own company, Virtual Defense & Development 
International, Inc. (VDI), an international con-
sulting and professional services company 
specializing in matters of defense, law en-
forcement, security and intelligence, and post- 
conflict economic development. He served as 
president and chairman of VDI until the time of 
his death. 

He was the founder and chairman of the 
non-profit Loudoun Crime Commission; he 
was a founder of the newly-constructed Na-
tional Museum of the Marine Corps at 
Quantico, and was active in the Marine Corps 
Heritage Foundation; and he served in the 
Loudoun County Marine Corps League De-
tachment, where he most recently held the po-
sition of judge advocate and was involved in 
its annual Toys for Tots campaign. In addition, 
he owned and operated Amber Creek Vine-
yard in Leesburg and was a member of the 
Loudoun Winegrowers Association. He was a 
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lifelong member of the Masonic Lodge. He 
held two bachelor’s degrees from George 
Mason University and American University, re-
spectively, and at the time of his death was 
working towards his master’s degree at Amer-
ican University. Mr. Spak was vigilant in his ef-
forts to fight crime and support law enforce-
ment agencies. He is commended for his life 
of service to his country and his community. 
Mr. Spak was willing to put his own life at risk 
for the protection of our country and our com-
munities. Michael Robert Spak was very much 
appreciated throughout the Marine, Intel-
ligence and law enforcement communities and 
his energy, ideas and enthusiasm will be 
greatly missed. 

Madam Speaker, we extend our sympathies 
to Mr. Spak’s family, including his wife, Kristin 
Rickard Spak of Leesburg, Virginia; three chil-
dren, Jessica Lynn White of Ashburn, Brian 
Thomas Spak of Boulder, CO, and Nicholas 
Michael Spak, of Boulder, CO; two grand-
children: Kelsey Lynn White and Austin Ray 
White, both of Ashburn; and a sister Janis Lee 
Bradley of Carson City, NV. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TRACEY 
GROSSMAN 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Tracey Grossman, recently 
honored as the recipient of the 2010 Daniel 
Ginsberg Award by the Anti-Defamation 
League. 

The Anti-Defamation League’s Daniel 
Ginsberg Award is given annually to young 
ADL leaders who show the enthusiasm and 
creativity of Daniel Ginsberg and ADL leaders 
whose interest and involvement covered vir-
tually the entire spectrum of ADL issues. 
Since 1995, ADL has recognized many of their 
young and most dedicated leaders with this 
great honor. 

Tracey’s advocacy on behalf of the goals of 
Florida’s chapter of ADL, and her guidance of 
Florida’s ADL Glass Leadership Institute car-
ries on the spirit of Daniel Ginsberg’s great 
leadership. 

I would like to congratulate Tracey, her hus-
band Gabriel, and her parents Wes and Maddi 
for this great honor. I am proud to have their 
friendship and wish Tracey continued success 
in all of her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
DAVE KOEHLER 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Dave Koehler on his 20th Anniver-
sary as the Executive Director of the San Joa-
quin River Parkway Trust. 

Dave is a native of the San Joaquin Valley, 
born in Fresno, California. He is a graduate of 

Fresno High School and California State Uni-
versity, Fresno. Dave and his wife Sharon are 
the proud parents of two sons, Shannon and 
Spence. 

Dave has always been an integral part of 
the San Joaquin River Parkway Trust. He 
began as a member of the Board of Directors, 
has served as the Chair of the Education 
Committee, and was subsequently named as 
the Executive Director. 

Under Dave’s leadership as Executive Di-
rector of the San Joaquin River Parkway 
Trust, the organization has grown immensely. 
The acquisition of the Parkway lands, which 
began in the late 1980s, continues to be a 
positive work in progress. Presently, the Park-
way Trust has acquired 3,500 acres of pro-
tected lands which includes the Scout Island 
Regional Outdoor Environmental Education 
Center and the Coke Hallowell Center for 
River Studies. These River Parkway Trust jew-
els serve as points of interest for all individ-
uals visiting the Parkway. 

As a result of Dave’s dedication and tenac-
ity, in conjunction with staff and volunteers, 
several ecological reserves and trails have 
been established along the San Joaquin River 
between Friant Dam and California State 
Highway 145. The Parkway Trust has become 
a valued foundation of knowledge for all those 
who are interested in learning more about the 
river. Visitors from across our great state and 
nation are able to enjoy the history and impor-
tance of the majestic San Joaquin River. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
rise with me today to express our appreciation 
for Dave Koehler’s diligent work as Executive 
Director of the San Joaquin River Parkway 
Trust and, on behalf of the thousands of visi-
tors to the San Joaquin River Parkway Trust 
Lands, thank him for his continued dedication 
and commitment. 

f 

ST. PETERSBURG POLICE ATH-
LETIC LEAGUE CELEBRATES 50 
YEARS OF HELPING KIDS 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, the 
St. Petersburg Police Athletic League cele-
brates 50 years of helping St. Petersburg’s 
youth this Friday. 

When first established in 1960, the PAL pro-
gram provided recreational activities for the 
youth of our community. Today their mission 
has grown to include a wide range of after- 
school and summer programs that go far be-
yond sports. PAL volunteers and staff provide 
educational support, sports, fitness, art and 
drama programs and the offerings continue to 
grow and evolve. 

The St. Petersburg PAL chapter now serves 
more than 500 youth per year. As PAL volun-
teer and former board member Ed Schatzman 
told The St. Petersburg Times recently, ‘‘We 
know kids are receiving wholesome programs 
and great contact with police officers that will 
be a key to their choosing a positive path to 
being good citizens.’’ 

One of PAL’s primary missions is truancy 
prevention as more than 300 youth per year 

come to the program after they are caught by 
police officers skipping school. Through PAL, 
they receive help to improve their attendance, 
improve their academic performance, and are 
often referred to other agencies for help with 
drug treatment, counseling and school-based 
services. 

Melissa Byers, PAL’s Executive Director, 
told The Times that more than 60 percent of 
these students show improved school attend-
ance as a result of the intervention of police 
and the PAL program. 

Madam Speaker, The PAL program nation-
ally and in St. Petersburg has proven to be a 
tremendous success in helping to build posi-
tive relationships between youth and police of-
ficers. They learn to build a bond of trust that 
keeps many young people from making mis-
takes that will haunt them for life. 

Following my remarks, I will include the 
story from The Times by Kathy Ferguson 
about PAL’s great work in St. Petersburg. As 
Mr. Schatzman told the reporter, ‘‘Our St. Pete 
PAL has kept kids on the right path for 50 
years; and if that isn’t important, I don’t know 
what is. The kids of PAL will make St. Peters-
burg’s future bright.’’ 

Madam Speaker, it is my hope that my col-
leagues will join me in thanking the St. Peters-
burg PAL chapter, the police officers who vol-
unteer their time, the board members and the 
staff for a job well done. There will be a grand 
celebration of their service in St. Petersburg 
this Friday as the community comes together 
to celebrate ‘‘50 Years of Making a Dif-
ference’’ and as they move on to their next 50 
years of serving the youth of our community. 
[From the St. Petersburg Times, May 9, 2010] 
FOR 50 YEARS POLICE HAVE BEEN PALS TO 

KIDS—THE LOCAL POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE 
HELPS MORE THAN 500 KIDS A YEAR 

(By Kathy Ferguson) 
Boxing and double-dutch jump rope were 

all the rage in 1960 when the Police Athletic 
League of St. Petersburg opened its doors. 
Today PAL’s athletics have grown to include 
basketball, track and flag football. Athletics 
may be its base, but sports are no longer 
PAL’s only lineup. After-school and summer 
programs, Boy Scout troops, mentoring and 
a truancy plan help more than 500 young-
sters every year. 

This month, PAL celebrates 50 years of 
building positive bonds between police offi-
cers and youths. A 1950s-style, glamorous 
gala is set for Friday at the Renaissance 
Vinoy Resort & Golf Club in St. Petersburg. 
Tampa Bay Buccaneer football great Mike 
Alstott serves as honorary chairman. 

Usually a Founders Club Breakfast is held. 
But this year’s anniversary was too impor-
tant for an early riser salute, Robin 
Grabowski, gala chairwoman, said. 

‘‘This is a major celebration for PAL,’’ said 
Grabowski. ‘‘Everyone is invited to attend.’’ 

The gala will also applaud 50 PAL founders 
who supported through donations or service. 

Ed Schatzman, who has dedicated 30 years 
to PAL, remembers its humble start. 

‘‘The north end of the basketball court 
ended abruptly at the basket because we 
couldn’t fit a regulation court in the build-
ing,’’ Schatzman said. ‘‘Our home team al-
ways had an advantage because our kids 
knew how to ‘run up the wall’ during 
games.’’ 

The first facility was on Fifth Avenue N, 
near 16th Street. Now PAL is at 1450 16th St. 
N, beside Woodlawn Elementary School. 
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