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attended local public schools and graduated in 
mid-year from Petaluma High School in 1938. 
After graduation, he enrolled at San Jose 
State, but was drafted into the U.S. Army in 
1941 during his junior year. While in the serv-
ice, he boxed as a light heavyweight and won 
all the tournaments that he entered. He retired 
undefeated. His ability to articulate made him 
an obvious candidate for Officers Candidate 
School where he graduated as a second lieu-
tenant and was assigned to the Medical Ad-
ministrative Corps. He was then sent to the 
Philippines for active duty. After the war 
ended, he was shipped to Japan until March 
1946. He was discharged as a first lieutenant 
and ended his military career as a captain in 
the reserve. 

After the service, C.J. continued his studies 
at San Jose State and graduated in June 
1947 with a degree in English and a minor in 
history. He then attended Stanford University, 
where he completed the credential program. 
He began teaching at Merced High School in 
1948. He continued his own education during 
his career and ultimately received a masters 
degree from Chapman University. In 1958, he 
helped open the new campus for Atwater High 
School as Vice Principal and Dean of Boys. 
He served in that capacity until 1974 when he 
was named Principal of Atwater High School. 
He continued to lead the school with distinc-
tion until 1981 when he retired. 

His commitment to education has garnered 
the life-long respect and admiration of the 
countless students who were fortunate to have 
gone to both Atwater and Merced High 
Schools during his long tenure with the 
Merced Union High School District. His distin-
guished career in education has also been a 
source of inspiration and encouragement to all 
of those who have served with him as faculty 
and staff. 

C.J. currently resides in Merced, where he 
has enjoyed his retirement years. He was an 
active member of his duck club for many 
years, a member of the Elks, and is a 32nd 
degree Mason. Madam Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor and privilege to join my community 
in honoring Mr. C.J. Groves on his 90th birth-
day. 
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HONORING DEANNA ESPINA 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Deanna Espina, who has man-
aged the San Lorenzo School District’s Indian 
Education Program for over 35 years. 

Deanna is an enrolled member of the 
Yakama Nation in Washington State. Her tribal 
name is ‘‘Speelyi,’’ which means ‘‘Coyote.’’ 
Deanna and her husband, Joe, have been 
married for 56 years; their four children all 
graduated from San Lorenzo High School. 

Deanna’s career at the San Lorenzo School 
District began in 1974, the first year of the 
Title IV Indian Education Program. More than 
35,000 students have attended Deanna’s 
presentations at the Native American Museum 
during her three decades of managing the pro-
gram. 

Deanna’s achievements and honors are nu-
merous. She is the founding member of the 
Bay Area Indian Education Council; was rec-
ognized as Administrator of the Year by the 
National Indian Education Association; re-
ceived Distinguished Educator of the Year for 
Indian Education from the State of California; 
received Indian Education Showcase Award 
from the U.S. Department of Education for one 
of the best Indian Education Programs in the 
country; and received the Honored Elder 
Award from the California Indian Education 
Conference. The San Lorenzo School Dis-
trict’s Indian Education Program has received 
commendations from the Alameda County Su-
perintendent of Schools, The California Con-
gress of Parents, Teachers and Students and 
a Congressional Record tribute on the 25th 
anniversary of the Titled Indian Education Pro-
grams. 

Additionally, Deanna is one of the first Na-
tive American women elected to the National 
Board of the YWCA. She is a member of the 
California Teachers Association, National Edu-
cation Association, and the Association of 
California School Administrators. She is also a 
founding member of the Oakland Museum’s 
Cultural and Ethnic Affairs Guild. 

Deanna’s leadership and vision have al-
lowed Native American programs to thrive 
throughout Alameda County. Her commitment 
has raised the community’s awareness of the 
history and richness of Native American cul-
ture. I join many others in thanking Deanna 
Espina for her exemplary contributions to our 
community. 
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IN HONOR OF FIRST STATE 
BALLET THEATRE 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
First State Ballet Theatre as they celebrate 
their 10th anniversary. Over the past decade, 
First State Ballet Theatre has become a staple 
in and around the Delaware arts community, 
one that currently holds the distinction of being 
the only professional ballet company in our 
state. 

Since its establishment, First State Ballet 
Theatre has brought the beauty and excite-
ment of live ballet to Delaware, and in doing 
so has served more than 7,000 school chil-
dren through in-theatre lecture demonstrations 
and classes. The company has made the city 
of Wilmington a tourist destination for ballet 
enthusiasts, commissioning major works from 
internationally recognized choreographers and 
drawing patrons from throughout the mid-At-
lantic region—from Richmond, Virginia, to 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to New York City 
and Rhode Island. The collaborations that 
First State Ballet Theatre has initiated with 
Delaware artists and arts institutions like 
Charles Parks, SPARX, the Delaware Sym-
phony Orchestra, OperaDelaware, and the 
Grand Opera House, have served to enrich 
our state’s arts programs and we in Delaware 
are extremely grateful for their contributions. 

In addition to regional and local achieve-
ments, First State Ballet Theatre has also 
made a significant impact on the international 
stage. Its students have been ranked among 
the top 12 young dancers in the world by dis-
tinguished judges at the Youth America Grand 
Prix—the world’s largest ballet competition for 
pre-professional dancers. The company found-
ed and presented four Arabesque international 
festivals of classical and contemporary ballet, 
attracting guest artists from around the globe 
to the main stage of the Wilmington Grand 
Opera House. In 2007, First State Ballet The-
atre students performed by special invitation at 
the Spoleto Festival dei Due Mondi in Spoleto, 
Italy—a prestigious international ballet fes-
tival—and were the only Delaware performing 
arts company to receive such an honor. 

In recognition of their 10th anniversary, I 
would like to congratulate and honor First 
State Ballet Theatre for the extraordinary 
amount of effort and dedication the company 
has invested not only in its students, but in the 
greater arts community of Delaware. I com-
mend them for their continued efforts and nu-
merous contributions, and I wish them all the 
best on this momentous occasion. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A BILL THAT 
PROHIBITS THE CLOSURE OF 
THE COMMISSARY AND EX-
CHANGE PROGRAMS AT NAVAL 
AIR STATION BRUNSWICK 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam Speaker, 
today I am proud to be introducing a bill that 
prohibits the closure of the commissary and 
exchange programs at Naval Air Station 
Brunswick in my home State of Maine. 

Unfortunately, before I was a Member of 
Congress, Naval Air Station Brunswick was 
selected for closure during the 2005 Base Re-
alignment and Closure process. We are sad-
dened to see the base close and so many ac-
tive duty members, who have made Maine 
their home transfer to Jacksonville, Florida. 
However, a significant active duty population 
will remain whose mission still requires them 
to be stationed in the midcoast area. These 
units include Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Con-
version and Repair, which is a field activity of 
Naval Sea Systems Command located in 
Bath, 1st Battalion, 25th Marines located in 
Topsham, and units of the Maine Army Na-
tional Guard that will soon construct a joint re-
serve center at Naval Air Station Brunswick. 
Additionally, there are thousands of military re-
tirees who depend on this fundamental part of 
their pay and benefits package. 

Military families count on the commissary 
and exchange programs to deliver costs sav-
ings. Access to these programs is not a fringe 
benefit, but a critical part of the pay package 
we have promised the men and women who 
serve. 

The fact that Brunswick has been selected 
for closure is no excuse for these men and 
women to go without the same programs their 
counterparts across the globe depend on. 
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