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this Congress. I would just like to say 
briefly this: the American people don’t 
want to hear this hyperbole. They 
don’t want to hear these long disserta-
tions about what’s being accomplished 
around here. What the American people 
want is to cut spending and to get this 
economy moving again and create jobs. 
And blowing money like the Democrats 
are doing and creating a debt that our 
kids will never be able to deal with is 
not the answer. 

And so I’d like the next time that 
they have this discussion back and 
forth for 45 minutes that they cut to 
the chase and say, We’re going to do 
this to cut spending. We’re going to do 
this to create jobs. And we’re going to 
cut taxes like Ronald Reagan did to get 
this economy moving again, instead of 
all this other stuff that’s going on. 

f 

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE 
TALKS 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the House floor today to congratu-
late Palestinian Authority Chairman 
Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on their 
decision to start proximity talks. I be-
lieve the United States’ national secu-
rity interest is directly linked to the 
resolution of this long-standing con-
flict. I also believe that, like other 
seemingly intractable conflicts, the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict can be re-
solved, especially with the active and 
even-handed leadership of the United 
States. Congratulations to President 
Obama and Envoy Mitchell, who got 
right to work on Middle East peace 
right after the President’s inaugura-
tion and, despite huge hurdles, have 
both been persistent. 

I hope the President continues to en-
courage all parties to negotiate seri-
ously and in good faith and to move 
from proximity talks to direct negotia-
tions to reach agreement on final and 
permanent status issues. The world 
needs a secure Israel and it needs an 
independent, viable Palestinian state. 
However, simply declaring support for 
one side or the other does not really 
help either side. Both sides benefit 
from peace. We need to build a con-
stituency for peace, and that means 
support for each side to make the nec-
essary concessions. 

f 

NEVER BEEN IN A COURTROOM 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
new Supreme Court pick, Elena Kagan, 
has never been a judge. News reports 
say she doesn’t have trial court experi-
ence as a lawyer. As a lawyer, she 
never questioned a witness or made an 

argument before a jury. She’s never 
been a trial judge so she never had to 
make a constitutional ruling in the 
courtroom in the heat of trial. She’s 
never heard a civil case. She’s never 
heard a criminal case. She’s never even 
heard a traffic case. She’s never ruled 
on the rules of evidence like the exclu-
sionary rule. She’s never instructed a 
jury on reasonable doubt or sentenced 
a convicted criminal. 

Why should Elena Kagan be con-
firmed to a lifetime appointment to 
the most powerful court in the world? 
She’d be judging trial lawyers and trial 
judges who’ve been through the mud 
and the blood and the beer of court-
room trials. A trial—maybe something 
she’s never even seen. She’s an aca-
demic elitist that’s never tried a case. 
That’s like putting someone in charge 
of the brain surgery unit that’s never 
done an operation. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

STAMP CAMP USA 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, philately, or stamp col-
lecting, is a hobby that teaches his-
tory, art, geography, and even her-
aldry. As stamps have branched out 
into film and iconic figures, there 
seems to be no limit to the subjects 
they cover, from Elvis to dinosaurs to 
Laurel and Hardy. 

I rise today to honor Stamp Camp 
USA as it celebrates its 15th year in 
Elkland, Pennsylvania. The camp is 
the brainchild of Cheryl Edgcomb, who 
is the local postmaster in Nelson, 
Pennsylvania. Her camp introduces 
stamp collecting from basics, like sort-
ing and handling, up to beginning ex-
hibiting using both creative 3-dimen-
sional and traditional formats. 

As the children learn, they earn 
‘‘stamp camp cash,’’ which they use to 
purchase supplies for their hobby. 
There is a whole network of supporters 
of the camp, including 4–H, Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, YMCA, YWCA, public li-
braries, Experience Works, AmeriCorps 
VISTA, Head Start, and others. Stamp 
Camp USA has expanded to other re-
gions of the country. 

This month, we celebrate the 15th an-
niversary of the camp in an attempt to 
break a new Guinness world record for 
the largest evident collection of rain-
bows on stamps. We wish them luck in 
the competition and continued success 
in teaching children to love collecting 
stamps. 

f 

b 1400 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of National Police 
Week. In 1962, President John F. Ken-
nedy signed a Presidential proclama-
tion that set aside May 15 as National 
Peace Officers Memorial Day, and the 
week of May 15 as National Police 
Week. Since that time, we have dedi-
cated this week to honor those who 
have fallen in the line of duty. 

During this week, police officers and 
their families and people in our com-
munities throughout the country come 
together to honor and remember those 
officers who have fallen in the line of 
duty. It’s a week to honor their serv-
ice, their sacrifice, and their life. But 
this week is also for the surviving fam-
ily members and fellow officers of the 
fallen. It’s a time of tribute, and it’s a 
time of healing. 

Northeast Ohio has experienced the 
tragic loss of two police officers re-
cently this year. At the end of his 
watch on March 15, 2010, Officer James 
Kerstetter of the Elyria Police Depart-
ment was shot and killed in the line of 
duty. Just 2 days earlier, on March 13, 
Officer Thomas Patton of the Cleve-
land Heights Police Department col-
lapsed and died while in pursuit of a 
suspect. Officers Kerstetter and Patton 
gave their lives in protection of their 
communities. These brave men knew 
the risks of the profession, but they 
also knew the rewards. Our policemen 
and women are part of the foundation 
of our communities. They risk it all as 
they walk the beat and patrol the 
streets, keeping our families and 
neighborhoods safe. Police officers go 
to work every day, committed to the 
oath that they take to serve and pro-
tect. And too often when officers fall, 
we are reminded of the costs and the 
sacrifice of the protection they provide 
us. 

But we must not only remember 
their service in times of loss. We must 
not only appreciate all that they do for 
us during this 1 week. We must appre-
ciate their service and support them 
every week, every day. We must com-
mit ourselves to the mission of sup-
porting the service of our police and 
giving them the means to fulfill their 
oath. That’s why this year and in pre-
vious years, I supported full funding to 
the Community Oriented Policing 
Services, known as the COPS program. 
Congress created COPS in the 1990s to 
address increasing crime rates, and it 
has succeeded in putting over 117,000 
more police on the beat. COPS’ funding 
had been cut significantly after the 
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