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Most of us take for granted the abil-

ity to speak comfortably and fluently. 
All we have to do is think of words, and 
they come out clearly. Introducing 
ourselves in meetings, holding con-
versations over the phone, ordering 
meals in restaurants—all of these are 
situations avoided by many people who 
stutter as a result of being self-con-
scious. 

Approximately 3 million Americans 
stutter. Since President Ronald Rea-
gan’s proclamation in 1988, the second 
week in May has been observed as Na-
tional Stuttering Awareness Week. It 
provides an opportunity for all of us— 
for all of us—to learn more about stut-
tering and ways to help those who stut-
ter. 

We have all encountered people who 
stutter. Contrary to popular mis-
conception, stuttering is not a result of 
nervousness or emotional problems. It 
is not the fault of those who do it or of 
their families and friends. Stuttering is 
a speech disorder that is neurological 
and physiological. The cause to this 
day remains unknown, but a recent 
study indicates the likelihood that 
stuttering may be genetic. 

While there is currently no cure, 
there are many treatment options 
available. Children usually begin stut-
tering between the ages of 2 and 5, and 
parents should not wait to seek treat-
ment from a doctor or speech language 
pathologist. Early therapies have been 
shown to help reduce stuttering. 

Those who continue to stutter in 
adulthood often face social and eco-
nomic difficulties. Unfortunately, ac-
cording to a 2009 study by the National 
Stuttering Association, 40 percent—40 
percent—of adults and teenagers who 
stutter said they were denied a job or 
denied a promotion or denied a school 
opportunity as a result. Furthermore, 8 
out of 10 children who stutter have re-
ported being bullied and teased. 

I am not just speaking about stut-
tering today because it is an important 
issue for so many Americans, and I am 
not just speaking about it because my 
friend and predecessor, JOE BIDEN, the 
Vice President, has shared his story— 
his incredible story—of overcoming 
stuttering. This is a personal issue for 
me because stuttering runs in my 
wife’s family, and I have been around 
people who stutter for many years. 

When my wife Lynne was a child, her 
parents took her to a therapist for her 
stuttering, who recommended immo-
bilizing her right arm with a solid 
tube. At that time, the theory was that 
if she were forced to learn to write 
using her left hand instead of her right, 
she could somehow be distracted from 
her stuttering. Suffice it to say, the 
tube did not work. She is just one ex-
ample of what stutterers have histori-
cally had to endure. Thankfully, today 
there are great treatment options 
available from licensed professionals. 

I am glad—very, very glad—there are 
great organizations, such as the Na-

tional Stuttering Association and oth-
ers, that are raising awareness on this 
important issue. There are important 
steps all of us can take to help those 
who stutter feel more confident and 
comfortable speaking. I hope people 
will go out and learn more about what 
they can do themselves, especially if 
they know someone who stutters. 

In recognition of National Stuttering 
Awareness Week, I have submitted a 
resolution to mark this observance. I 
am proud to say I am joined by 27 of 
my colleagues in sponsoring this reso-
lution supporting the goals and ideals 
of National Stuttering Awareness 
Week 2010, and I thank them for their 
support. They include Senators BAR-
RASSO, SHERROD BROWN, BURRIS, 
CARDIN, CARPER, CANTWELL, CASEY, 
CORNYN, DURBIN, ENZI, GREGG, HAGAN, 
ISAKSON, LEMIEUX, LEVIN, MIKULSKI, 
PRYOR, REED, RISCH, SESSIONS, SHA-
HEEN, SNOWE, STABENOW, TESTER, WAR-
NER, WHITEHOUSE, and TOM UDALL. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. Res. 524, 
submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 524) supporting the 

goals and ideals of National Stuttering 
Awareness Week 2010. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
ments related to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 524) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 524 

Whereas an estimated 3,000,000 Americans 
are affected by stuttering; 

Whereas stuttering is a communication 
disorder experienced by children and adults 
alike; 

Whereas individuals who stutter frequently 
experience embarrassment, anxiety about 
speaking, and physical tension in their 
speech muscles; 

Whereas many different types of stuttering 
exist, and the symptoms of stuttering can 
range from mild to severe; 

Whereas the cause of stuttering is un-
known, but research suggests stuttering may 
be genetic; 

Whereas stuttering commonly begins in 
children between the ages of 2 and 5; 

Whereas parents are encouraged to consult 
with pediatricians or qualified speech-lan-
guage pathologists as soon as stuttering be-
comes apparent in a child in order to take 
advantage of early-intervention therapies; 

Whereas it is known that stuttering is 
not— 

(1) a nervous disorder; 
(2) the result of emotional problems; or 
(3) the fault of the individual who stutters 

or the family of that individual; 
Whereas a 2009 survey by the National 

Stuttering Association found that— 
(1) 40 percent of adults and teenagers who 

stutter feel that they have been denied a job, 
a promotion, or a school opportunity as a re-
sult of stuttering; and 

(2) 8 out of 10 children who stutter report 
being bullied or teased; 

Whereas many individuals who stutter do 
not have access to qualified speech-language 
pathologists or helpful resources; 

Whereas several treatments for stuttering 
exist that can help individuals who stutter 
learn to speak more easily and gain con-
fidence in themselves and their ability to 
communicate effectively; 

Whereas organizations like the National 
Stuttering Association have been working 
for many years to raise awareness about 
stuttering, the effect stuttering has on the 
lives of individuals who stutter, available 
treatment options, and research being con-
ducted to investigate the causes of stut-
tering; 

Whereas, on April 13, 1988, the President of 
the United States signed a proclamation des-
ignating the week of May 9 through 16 of 
that year as National Stuttering Awareness 
Week; 

Whereas since 1988, individuals who stutter 
and the families and friends those individ-
uals, as well as medical practitioners, speech 
language pathologists, researchers, and oth-
ers have marked the second week of May as 
National Stuttering Awareness Week; and 

Whereas the goals of the National Stut-
tering Awareness Week 2010 include increas-
ing awareness among the people of the 
United States about stuttering and edu-
cating the people of the United States about 
ways to improve the lives of those who stut-
ter: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Stuttering Awareness Week 2010; and 
(2) encourages all of the people of the 

United States to learn more about stuttering 
and ways to help individuals who stutter feel 
more confident and comfortable speaking 
with others. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Thank you, Mr. 
President. I yield the floor. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:23 p.m., 
recessed until 2 p.m. and reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mr. BURRIS). 

f 

RESTORING AMERICAN FINANCIAL 
STABILITY ACT OF 2010—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—S. 3305 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
rise to discuss legislation I have of-
fered with some of my colleagues here: 
The Big Oil Bailout Prevention Act. It 
is legislation that would make abso-
lutely certain big oil polluters pay for 
oilspills and the consequences of those 
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