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honor former Orlando City Council Commis-
sioner Don Ammerman. 

Mr. Ammerman graduated from Indiana Uni-
versity with a BS in Real Estate & Marketing 
and an MBA in Real Estate Marketing/Fi-
nance. He is a recipient of two Ford Founda-
tion Grants for overseas study while in grad-
uate school. He also completed the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government for senior Ex-
ecutives in State and Local Government at 
Harvard University. 

Mr. Don Ammerman began his military ca-
reer in 1968 at Fort Jackson in South Carolina 
and from there served with the 83rd ARCOM 
in Columbus, Ohio. He completed his service 
in the reserves in Orlando in 1974. He was 
hand selected by the U.S. Navy Academy to 
serve as a Blue and Gold Admissions officer 
at Annapolis. His dedication to our country 
and our military is shown through his volun-
teering spirit. Mr. Ammerman continues to 
mentor hopeful academy members by offering 
young adults with aspirations of attending an 
academy his guidance and support. Currently, 
Mr. Ammerman serves as a board member for 
the 8th District Veterans Advisory Board and 
Military Academy Nominations Board. 

Mr. Ammerman has contributed greatly to 
the central Florida community. He has served 
on the municipal Planning Board (1983–1989, 
2 terms as Chairman), Chairman of the Or-
lando Growth Management/Concurrency Im-
plementation Committee and Chairman of the 
1991 Orlando Redistricting Committee. Mr. 
Ammerman successfully ran for the office of 
District 1 City Commissioner. Mr. Ammerman 
also served as a Board Member of the Great-
er Orlando Aviation Authority and he is a past 
member and Chairman of the Sunshine State 
Governmental Finance Commission for 20 
years. Nationally, he served on the Leadership 
Training Council for the National League of 
Cities. Mr. Ammerman finished his City Coun-
cil service in June of 2002. 

Mr. Ammerman’s commitment to community 
service is unyielding. He served as Philan-
thropy Chair and active member of the Board 
of Directors for the Orlando Regional 
HealthCare Foundation. He is a trained volun-
teer with the Neo Natal Unit for 22 years at 
Arnold Palmer Hospital for Women and Chil-
dren. He serves as a teacher at the First Pres-
byterian Church. Additionally, Mr. Ammerman 
is a member of the Florida Citrus Sports Asso-
ciation, the Greater Orlando Leadership Foun-
dation, a graduate of Leadership Orlando and 
Leadership Florida, as well as the Dr. Phillips 
Foundation Grant Review committee. His 
other involvements include past National Ad-
missions Chairman/Society of Industrial & Of-
fice Parks Realtors and past President of the 
Central Florida Chapter of the National Asso-
ciation of Industrial/Office Parks (NAIOP). 

Madam Speaker, during Military Apprecia-
tion Month, it is my honor to recognize this re-
markable public servant whose dedication to 
our country and community can be shown 
through his great achievements in the State of 
Florida. Commissioner Ammerman has been 
working for the people of Florida since 1972 
and I applaud his civic and military accom-
plishments in our central Florida community, 
our great State and our Nation. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the honorees of 
the 63rd Annual Annandale Chamber of Com-
merce Awards Banquet. 

The Annandale Chamber of Commerce is a 
thriving volunteer organization with more than 
200 active members. The members represent 
businesses, industries and professionals who 
work together to maintain a favorable business 
climate while improving the quality of life for all 
residents. 

Each year, the Annandale Chamber of 
Commerce honors a few select individuals 
who have distinguished themselves as 
exemplars of the community. It is my honor to 
recognize these fine recipients and the con-
tributions that they have made to the commu-
nity: 

Student Achievement Award for Falls 
Church High School: Dennis Nolasco. Dennis 
is a marketing student who was instrumental 
in the development and promotion of the 
School’s Jaguar Joe Coffee Project. Dennis 
has an outstanding work ethic and serves as 
an effective role model to his peers. After 
graduation from Falls Church High School, 
Dennis plans to major in finance or business 
administration at George Mason University. 

Student Achievement Award for Annandale 
High School: Emma Dorothy Whitmyre. Emma 
is an International Baccalaureate Diploma can-
didate and has served as president of both the 
National Honor Society and the Jewish Culture 
Club. Emma has a strong commitment to so-
cial action. She volunteers at a homeless shel-
ter, tutors, and runs a winter coat drive for 
those who are less fortunate. This fall, Emma 
will be attending New York University where 
she plans on majoring in anthropology or psy-
chology. 

Student Achievement Award for Northern 
Virginia Community College: Jacquelyn 
Shanahan. Jackie, as she is known by her 
friends and family, has nobly served our na-
tion in the United States Marine Corps. She 
recently received the Liberal Arts Division aca-
demic award and has completed the Honors 
Curriculum at NOVA with a GPA of 4.0. Jackie 
has served as president of the Honors Com-
munity Annandale Honors Club and as a chair 
for the Relay for Life. Jackie has been accept-
ed into the Marymount University Honors Pro-
gram and plans to major in English. 

Citizen of the Year Award: Irv Denton. Irv 
has dedicated his time and efforts to the resi-
dents of Annandale for many years, having 
served on the boards of the Annandale Cen-
tral Business Planning Committee and the An-
nandale Chamber of Commerce. After his dis-
tinguished career in the U.S. Air Force, he fo-
cused his energies in the field of education 
and taught classes at the Northern Virginia 
Community College. His commitment to our 
country, our community and our future is an 
inspiration to us all. 

Firefighter of the Year Award: Apparatus 
Technician John Lockhart. John has given 
more than 25 years of service to the residents 
of Fairfax County, including 14 at the Annan-
dale Station. John also serves as a tremen-
dous community resource, instructing the 
younger firefighters in the safe usage of the 
equipment, and helping to ensure that Annan-
dale residents will continue to receive the 
highest quality rescue care into the future. 

Police Officer of the Year Award: Detective 
Horace Lawalt. Horace has served the resi-
dents of Fairfax County for more than 11 
years, including 5 years at the Mason District 
Station. As a detective in the Criminal Inves-
tigation Section, he has helped keep the com-
munity safe from burglaries, robberies and 
grand larcenies. Despite having one of the 
lowest per capita police forces, Fairfax County 
enjoys one of the lowest crime rates of any ju-
risdiction its size due to the exceptional work 
and dedication of Horace and his fellow offi-
cers. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing Dennis, Emma, Jac-
quelyn, Irv, John and Horace, the honorees of 
the 2010 Annandale Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Banquet, and thanking them for their 
service to our community. Each honoree is a 
role model for his or her peers and an invalu-
able member of our community. 
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Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Durham Literacy 
Center and to honor its founder (and my con-
stituent), Mrs. Mary Whaley Paul. Mrs. Paul 
has led a remarkable life and, along the way, 
she managed to spearhead the campaign 
against illiteracy in Durham, North Carolina. 

Like so many people who achieve great 
things, Mrs. Paul didn’t set out to become a lit-
eracy advocate. In 1975, she was a widowed 
mother of two nearing retirement age. But she 
attended a workshop on teaching literacy skills 
to illiterate adults, and the course of her life 
was forever changed. By 1978, Mrs. Paul had 
begun leading her own literacy-instruction 
workshops, and she had become director of 
the Yates Baptist Literacy program that same 
year. 

The creation of the Durham County Literacy 
Council in May of 1985 was a direct result of 
Mrs. Paul’s efforts to spread adult literacy in-
struction and increase the number of literate 
adults throughout Durham County. This Coun-
cil later became the Durham Literacy Center. 

The Durham Literacy Center targets the pro-
vision of its services to those most in need: 
adults who lack basic literacy skills, recent im-
migrants, and out-of-school teenagers. Since 
its inception, a small but dedicated staff has 
trained more than 2,000 literacy tutors who 
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