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have served more than 12,000 Durham resi-
dents. The Center currently serves more than 
550 adults per year at seven locations in Dur-
ham. 

Growing along with Durham, the Center has 
evolved from a small organization to a pivotal 
provider of a variety of educational services. In 
addition to instruction in reading and writing, 
the Center helps individuals gain educational 
credentials (such as a GED) and provides in-
struction in workplace, computer, financial, 
and health literacy. 

The impact of the Center on the lives of its 
graduates is Mrs. Paul’s most compelling leg-
acy. For starters, graduates earn an average 
of $7,500 more per year than their counter-
parts who lack a GED or are not proficient in 
English. But in addition to securing better em-
ployment because of the skills they learn at 
the Durham Literacy Center, they also go on 
to receive promotions, purchase homes, im-
prove their health, and enjoy a better quality of 
life. 

Over the years, the Durham Literacy Center 
has become one of Durham’s greatest assets, 
and the organization’s achievements have 
much to do with the foresight and dream of 
Mary Whaley Paul and those who followed 
her. Mrs. Paul helped to illuminate a hidden 
segment of the Research Triangle populace— 
the non-reader—and has been instrumental in 
alleviating the severe economic and social 
stigma under which they struggle. She also 
has been a beacon of hope and inspiration for 
thousands to volunteer and make a difference 
in the Durham community. 

It is in that spirit that I urge my colleagues 
to join me in celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of the Durham Literacy Center and in honoring 
Mrs. Mary Whaley Paul for her efforts to em-
power the people of Durham County through 
literacy. 
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SARY OF THE ‘‘SHOOTERS’’ OF 
TRAINING SQUADRON SIX 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is with great pleasure I rise to recognize the 
50th anniversary of the Shooters of Training 
Squadron SIX. Through times of war and 
through times of peace, Training Squadron 
SIX has served our country with great distinc-
tion and valor. For that reason, I am proud to 
recognize the Shooters of Training Squadron 
SIX for their exceptional training and excellent 
performance over the last 50 years. 

Training Squadron SIX has picked up the 
torch lit by their predecessors on May 1, 1960, 
and continued the legacy of producing the 
best combat aviators the world has ever seen. 
On that day, Training Squadron SIX was com-
missioned with the task of providing primary 
flight training to a younger generation of stu-
dent naval aviators. Since being commis-
sioned, more than 15,000 students have been 
trained and in excess of 1.1 million flight hours 
performed. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to recognize 

Training Squadron SIX for going above and 
beyond the call of duty on their 50th anniver-
sary. To this day, Training Squadron SIX con-
tinues to provide the highest quality training to 
student aviators from the Navy, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard and several Allied Forces. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF MR. 
ROBERT WYDRA 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the distinguished career and regional 
contributions of Mr. Robert, Bob, Wydra, Exec-
utive Director of the Tri-City Regional Port Dis-
trict. 

Bob Wydra has been with the Tri-City Re-
gional Port District since 1982. Under his lead-
ership, the Port—which includes the former 
Melvin Price Army Depot—has been an eco-
nomic engine for Southwestern Illinois and is 
developing into a true intermodal transpor-
tation facility. Prior to coming to the Port Dis-
trict, he was Director of Planning for South-
western Illinois Planning Commission for 15 
years. Bob also spent 2 years with his wife, 
Kay, in India and Israel in Economic Develop-
ment work as American Peace Corps volun-
teers. 

Bob has a Master’s of Science Degree in 
Community Development and Regional Plan-
ning from Southern Illinois University— 
Edwardsville. He also has a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in History and Education from SIU–E. 

Bob is very active in numerous professional 
organizations. He is a member of the National 
Association of Foreign Trade Zones, St. Louis 
World Trade Center, Inland Rivers, Ports and 
Terminals, Illinois Development Council, 
Southwestern Madison County Chamber of 
Commerce, Water Resource Congress, Amer-
ican Association of Port Authorities, St. Louis 
Regional Commerce and Growth Association, 
Military Affairs Committee of the Leadership 
Council, St. Louis World Affairs Council, 
Southwestern Illinois Planning Commission 
Executive Committee, and Traffic Club of St. 
Louis. Bob is a Past President of the Illinois 
Association of Port Districts, board member of 
the Southwestern Illinois Leadership Council 
and member of US MARAD’s Maritime Sys-
tem of the Americas Advisory Committee, 
among other committee positions. 

In addition to his professional affiliations, 
Bob has also found time to help with various 
community activities. He has been an active 
fundraiser for the United Way Tree of Lights 
Campaign and was Chairman for the Salvation 
Army for 2 years. 

Bob Wydra has received the St. Louis Com-
merce and Growth Association’s ‘‘Sold on St. 
Louis’’ Award for promoting the St. Louis area 
in the world economy. In 2002, he received 
the ‘‘Salute from Southwestern Illinois’’ Award 
from the Leadership Council. The Port re-
ceived the ‘‘Outstanding Development of the 
Year’’ Award in 2002 from the Southwestern 
Illinois Development Authority and, also in 
2002, the ‘‘Marketing Award for Excellence’’ 

from the National Association of Developers. 
Bob received the ‘‘Art of Business Leadership’’ 
Award from the Southwestern Madison County 
Chamber of Commerce in 2005. 

Bob has been married to Kay Lee Wydra for 
45 years and they have two children: Nicole 
who lives in Glen Carbon, Illinois, with her 
husband, Kurt, and their two children, Trey 
and Caitlyn; and a son, Paul who lives in the 
Nashville, Tennessee, area. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in an expression of appreciation to Mr. 
Robert Wydra for his many contributions to the 
Southwestern Illinois and Metropolitan St. 
Louis regions and to wish him and his family 
the very best in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. STEVE 
GAYNOR’S DECADES OF SERVICE 
TO OUR COMMUNITY AS A LEAD-
ER IN EDUCATION 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Steven Gaynor, the distin-
guished Superintendent of the Bloomfield Hills 
School District, on the occasion of his retire-
ment after nearly 35 years of service to count-
less families and children of Southeast Michi-
gan through his work as an educator, adminis-
trator and leader. 

Almost 35 years ago, Dr. Gaynor embarked 
upon a career in education that would span 
the geography of Southeast Michigan and the 
broad breadth of service in education. Steve 
began his career in 1975 as a social studies 
teacher and special education teacher consult-
ant. He served the communities of Livonia, 
Madison Heights, Walled Lake, Davisburg, 
Holly and Royal Oak before becoming the su-
perintendent of Bloomfield Schools where, for 
the past 8 years, he has served the families 
and community of Bloomfield Hills. 

Steve’s tenure at Bloomfield Hills Schools 
was during a most tumultuous and challenging 
time for public education. Despite dwindling 
state and local revenue sources and the se-
vere economic downturn in Southeast Michi-
gan, Steve made the best of shrinking re-
sources and pressed forward with important 
and innovative projects. Steve’s vision and 
dedication led to the creation of multiple Inter-
national Baccalaureate programs, an in-
creased use of innovative technology in the 
classroom, improved professional develop-
ment for teachers and administrators, and 
overall academic achievement by putting stu-
dents first. He has been recognized for his un-
wavering focus on securing the future of the 
schools with boundless energy, good humor 
and strong leadership. 

Through these busy years, Steve remained 
active in key community organizations includ-
ing the Oakland County Superintendents’ As-
sociation, the North Central Association state 
committee, where he received an award for in-
structional leadership and school improve-
ment, and as a founding member of the 
Learning Achievement Coalition, a project fo-
cused on eliminating achievement gaps 
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