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I would like to thank these impressive young 

artists for allowing us to share and celebrate 
their talents, imagination, and creativity. The 
efforts of these students in expressing them-
selves in a powerful and positive manner are 
no less than spectacular. 

I hope that all of these individuals continue 
to utilize their artistic talents, and I wish them 
all the best of luck in their future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DONALD OETMAN 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Donald Oetman as he retires 
as Director of UAW Region 1D. A celebration 
of Don’s life and contributions to the UAW will 
be held on May 21st in Grand Rapids, MI. 

Donald Oetman was part of the original 
group that organized Micromatic Textron in 
Holland, MI. In 1965 they formed Local 1502 
when Don was only 20 years old. He served 
as Vice-President of the Local and two years 
later became its President. During this time he 
held the position of steward and ex-officio 
member of all standing committees at Local 
1502 and served as vice-chairperson of the 
Allegan-Ottawa CAP Council for 12 years. 
Don remained the Local’s President and its 
bargaining chairperson until he was appointed 
to the International Union staff by then UAW 
President Owen Bieber and Director Robert 
Fliearman in 1984. In June 1995 he was ap-
pointed Assistant Director of Region 1–D and 
elected Director at the 33rd Constitutional 
Convention in 2002. He was re-elected in 
2006. 

Committed to community involvement, Don 
serves on the Board of Directors and the 
Labor Participation Committee of Greater 
Kalamazoo United Way and the Holland 
United Way. He is co-chair of the Muskegon 
Area Labor/Management Joint Committee, he 
is on the Board of Directors of Blue Care Net-
work, sits on the Blue Care Network Audit 
Committee, serves on the Economic Alliance 
of Michigan Board of Directors and the Board 
for the Alliance of Health, the Kalamazoo Area 
Labor/Management Committee, the Red Cross 
Board, sits on the Board of the Michigan State 
University Labor Studies Program, the Holland 
United Labor Building Corporation, the Michi-
gan Association of United Ways, and the Pri-
vate Industry Council of Allegan and Ottawa 
Counties. He is a lifelong member of the Coa-
lition for Labor Union Women. 

Don is a member of the Allegan County 
Democratic Party and the Michigan State 
Democratic Party. He was a delegate to the 
2000 Democratic National Convention and 
was an Al Gore Elector for the State of Michi-
gan in the Electoral College. Don and his wife 
Corlyn have two daughters, one son and six 
grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to rise with me and applaud the 
work of Donald Oetman. From the age of 18 
he has acted to improve the lives and working 
conditions in our factories and offices and 
many people have benefitted from his commit-

ment to the ideals of labor. I will miss his 
counsel and camaraderie and I wish him the 
best in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JOSEPH 
PETERS, ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE DI-
RECTORSHIP OF THE UNITED 
AUTO WORKERS REGION 1 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor a lifelong champion of the American 
labor movement, Mr. Joseph Peters, Director 
of the United Auto Workers Region 1, on the 
occasion of his retirement from the UAW. As 
a Member of Congress, it is both my privilege 
and honor to recognize Mr. Peters for his 
many years of service and his contributions 
which have enriched and strengthened our 
community. 

Joe Peters has been a tireless advocate for 
his UAW brothers and sisters. Joe started his 
career as a member of Local 400, while work-
ing at the Ford Paint Plant in Mount Clemens. 
Joe became active in the UAW in the late 
1960s when he moved to work at the Ford 
Utica Trim plant. While at Utica Trim, Joe was 
elected as the Midnight Committeeman, mem-
ber of the Plant Bargaining Committee, Plant 
Chairman, Vice President of Local 400, and 
President of Local 400. 

In 1988, Joe was appointed to the UAW 
International staff by President Owen Bieber 
and assigned to the National Ford Depart-
ment. In 1999, Joe was appointed assistant di-
rector of Region 1 under Director Kenneth 
Terry. Joe served as assistant Director of Re-
gion 1 until 2005, when he was elected Direc-
tor in a special election. 

Joe has spent his career in support of civil 
rights and his community. Joe is a lifelong 
member of the NAACP, a member of the Troy 
Elks club, and a strong grassroots political 
leader. Joe has won numerous awards for his 
community activism including: Civil Rights Life-
time Achievement, ARC Detroit Legacy Award, 
Veterans Michigan Stand Down, and the UAW 
Region 1 Women’s Council Circle of Excel-
lence award. Moved by the increasingly dif-
ficult economic times facing Michigan families, 
Joe started the ‘‘No Child Without Christmas’’ 
foundation in 2004. His foundation brings to-
gether a broad spectrum of community leaders 
to provide clothing, food, and gifts for thou-
sands of homeless and abused children during 
the holiday season each year. Joe’s commit-
ment to his community has been his personal 
as well as his professional legacy. 

Joe has spent his career in service of oth-
ers, his UAW brothers and sisters, his commu-
nity, and most importantly, his large and grow-
ing family. Madam Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me today to honor Mr. Joe 
Peters for his many contributions to our com-
munity and his leadership at the United Auto 
Workers Union. I wish him many more years 
of health, happiness, and productive service. 

RECOGNIZING THE FAIRVIEW 
SOUTH SCHOOL PENNIES FOR 
PEACE PROGRAM 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
tonight to recognize an extraordinary group of 
students in Skokie, Illinois. 

I would like to recognize 6th grade students 
Lucas Brace, Alexander Brown, Soretti Donka, 
Lily Griffin, J.D. Kim, Rachel Sison, Kevin 
Thurman, Patricia Valdepenas, and Tessa 
Waters, as well as their SPINOUT reading 
teacher, Ms. Yolanda Toni. These sixth grade 
students were inspired, after reading Greg 
Mortensen’s book Three Cups of Tea, to col-
lect pennies from their classmates at Fairview 
South School for the charity Pennies for 
Peace. 

Ms. Toni’s nine students worked with the 
school’s Student Council and teacher spon-
sors Ms. Katherine MacLennan and Ms. Chris-
tina Sylvester. They made presentations to 
each grade level about the program and en-
couraged other students at the school to par-
ticipate. Over two months, the students raised 
an impressive $1,524.26 for Pennies for 
Peace. They wrote letters to me and other 
elected officials explaining their program and 
urging us to also work to promote education 
for all children throughout the world. 

Pennies for Peace is a fantastic charity, 
founded by Mortensen, that encourages stu-
dents to collect their pennies, and, one cent at 
a time, to support education around the world. 
A penny might not seem like much money, but 
the students at Fairview South School dem-
onstrated how quickly they can add up. This 
money will go to change the lives of students 
in Pakistan and Afghanistan and bring access 
to education and opportunity to girls and boys 
across the world. 

The Fairview South students recognize that 
children in many places around the world do 
not have the same opportunities to attend 
school and gain an education as do kids in 
Skokie. Two students in the class wrote to me, 
and they eloquently argued that education is 
one of the most powerful tools we have to 
combat poverty, hopelessness, and violence. 

One student wrote, ‘‘I know how it feels to 
want a good education that can get me further 
in life.’’ Another said, ‘‘Can you imagine what 
it would be like if your children were unable to 
be educated? The luxury of elementary 
schools can indeed be taken for granted.’’ 
These students know that helping girls and 
boys throughout the world, particularly in war- 
torn or impoverished countries, is one of the 
investments we can make. 

Not only did the students at Fairview South 
raise an impressive number of pennies, but I 
hope that this program has also turned them 
into lifetime philanthropists. By participating in 
Pennies for Peace, students were able to help 
children in Pakistan and Afghanistan while 
also learning the invaluable lesson that even a 
small amount of money can make a big dif-
ference. 

Again, I would like to thank the students and 
their teacher for their work with Pennies for 
Peace. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, due to 
being unavoidably delayed, I missed the vote 
on the passage of H.R. 5014, to clarify the 
health care provided by the Secretary of Vet-
eran Affairs that constitutes minimum essential 
coverage (roll No. 260). I would have voted in 
favor of this bill, which passed overwhelmingly 
by a margin of 417–0 had I been present to 
record my vote. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BIR-
MINGHAM GROVES HIGH SCHOOL 
FALCONS’ BOYS SWIM TEAM FOR 
WINNING THEIR SIXTH STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Birmingham Wiley E. Groves 
High School Falcons’ boys swimming and div-
ing team, its coaches Matt Watson, Dave 
Eichenhorn, Seena Karapetian and Virginia 
Naegly, Birmingham Schools Superintendent 
David Larson, Groves Principal Fred Procter 
and Athletic Director Tom Flynn on the team’s 
2010 MHSAA Division 2 State championship. 
As a Member of Congress it is both my honor 
and privilege to recognize the team and its 
outstanding coaches on this hard fought and 
impressive victory. 

Established in 1959, in the Village of Bev-
erly Hills, Birmingham Groves High School 
has developed a rich history of academic and 
athletic excellence. This victory at the 2010 Di-
vision 2 MHSAA State swim meet caps off an 
incredible year for the Falcons, who had a 
nearly perfect season in their run up to the 
State championship. This championship vic-
tory also marks the team’s fourth State cham-
pionship in the last ten years and sixth State 
championship in school history. For this year’s 
seniors, the championship victory represents 
the culmination of their high school athletic ca-
reers. Four years in the making, it is a vindica-
tion of the team’s hard fought and close sec-
ond place finish at last year’s State champion-
ship and a testament to the spirit of the team. 

This year’s Division 2 State championship 
meet began as it would end, with victories for 
the Falcons. The team set the tone for the 
event by finishing first in the opening 200 
meter medley relay, followed by first place fin-
ishes in the 100 meter backstroke and the 400 
meter freestyle relay. In addition to its terrific 
wins, the Falcons finished in the top four spots 
in half of the twelve events at the champion-
ship meet. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in recognizing the Birmingham 
Groves High School’s boys swim team and its 
coaches on this great achievement. This vic-
tory was truly a team effort, made possible by 
countless hours of practice by the team, the 

guidance of the team’s coaches, the support 
of the team’s dedicated parents and the com-
mitment of the school’s administration. The 
Falcons’ determination to succeed and their 
commitment to excellence are most exemplary 
virtues. I wish the team and its coaches many 
more successes and championships in the 
coming years ahead. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARK SPENCER 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mark Spencer as he retires from 
teaching with the Flint Community Schools. A 
celebration will be held on May 21st in his 
honor. 

As part of a long line of educators, Mark 
began his career teaching with the Swartz 
Creek School District in 1978. He taught in 
Swartz Creek Schools for 7 years and then 
moved to Flint Community Schools working 
first as a Community School Director then as 
a school teacher. Over 25 years, Mark worked 
at Doyle Ryder, Potter, McKinley, Whittier, 
Cody, and Neithercut Schools. He holds a 
Master of Arts degree from Central Michigan 
University and is considered a master teacher 
by Flint Community Schools. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Mark 
Spencer as he retires from Flint Community 
Schools. I commend him for his work devel-
oping the talents of children and wish him the 
best as he starts the next phase of his life. 

f 

HONORING THE RICHMOND HIGH 
SCHOOL WRESTLING TEAM 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to acknowledge the outstanding 
season put forth by the Richmond High School 
Blue Devils Wrestling Team. Throughout the 
entire year, the members of the 2010 team 
demonstrated true solidarity, and great indi-
vidual fortitude worthy of many accolades. And 
judging by the trophy case, the Blue Devils 
have the hardware to prove it. 

To start, Richmond won the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association (MHSAA) Division 
III Team State Title! This is the school’s fourth 
state title since 2000, after winning the State’s 
top award in 2002 and 2006. But I would be 
remiss if I did not also point out the Blue Dev-
ils’ other impressive final finishes where they 
earned state runner-up in 1996, 2004 and 
2007. In addition, Blue Devils Brian Henke 
and Stephen Ireland dominated their weight 
classes to win individual state titles. They 
manufactured impressive overall records of 
50–0 and 30–0 respectively. 

Madam Speaker, my home county of 
Macomb certainly noticed what the Blue Devils 
were able to accomplish as they took home 

‘‘Team of the Year’’ honors. But this was just 
icing on the cake as individual team members 
picked up numerous awards. Stephen Ireland, 
Dominic Cattera, Justin Russo, Pat Baruth, 
Preston Treend, Brian Henke, Adrian Morang, 
Roger Crump and Dakota Boldrey all earned 
First Team All Macomb County for Division II, 
III, and IV. Dustin Pitcel, Garett Edwards, 
Casey Martin and Greg Sebastian were 
named to the Second Team; while Austin 
Cattera and Josh Rivard earned spots on the 
Third Team. Brandon Pawlak, Grant Hafner, 
Sean Clancy, Alex Morang, Austin Kratt, Scott 
Gulette, Robert Clancy and Eric Boyd followed 
up with Honorable Mention distinctions. 

Macomb also selected an All-County Dream 
Team which had five members from Rich-
mond—Stephen Ireland, Dominic Cattera, Jus-
tin Russo, Preston Treend, and Brian Henke 
who all got the nod. 

I commend Coaches Robert Hablin, George 
Hamblin and Brandon Day for their efforts to 
prepare this team for battle on the mat every 
day. They were shining examples of strong 
leadership. They also realized this quest to be 
very demanding, so they put the team through 
intense physical training and offered the guid-
ance and mental focus needed to wrestle. 

I believe these key attributes are crucial and 
inseparable once you cross that line to com-
pete. The Blue Devils coaching staff had the 
ability to keep the team energized and hungry 
each time they faced off against their oppo-
nents. This is an extremely difficult task, con-
sidering the various pressures and distractions 
a high school student-athlete encounters. 

Madam Speaker, simply put, it is not easy 
to remain at the top of your chosen field, no 
matter what your profession is. Once a team 
wins a championship they become a target, 
and their foes become even more determined 
to defeat them. 

But to this point, I would evoke the words of 
Green Bay Packers legendary football Coach 
Vince Lombardi who once said, ‘‘Winning is 
not a sometime thing; it’s an all the time thing. 
You don’t win once in a while; you don’t do 
the right thing once in awhile; you do them 
right all the time. Winning is a habit. Unfortu-
nately, so is losing.’’ History clearly shows the 
Richmond High School Wrestling Program has 
developed a habit of winning and an environ-
ment that breeds success. 

Moreover, I wish to recognize the hard 
work, determination and teamwork displayed 
by all the members of the 2010 Richmond 
High School Wrestling Program. I applaud the 
coaches, support staff, teachers, parents and 
fans alike, for their assistance and for making 
this another season to remember. 

Despite the injuries and grueling practices, 
the Blue Devils showed once again they had 
what it takes to accomplish their ultimate 
goal—a state title! Teamwork, dedication and 
friendship all helped deliver this championship. 
I know the City of Richmond and Macomb 
County take great pride in what these young 
men were able to accomplish at each level of 
achievement. 

Madam Speaker, I certainly share that pride 
and express my personal congratulations. This 
team has exceeded all expectations and lived 
up to the strong traditions that define Rich-
mond Wrestling. Way to go Blue Devils! 
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