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strike force in history, flying bombing missions 
over Europe from November 1942 to April 
1945. While pilots and crewmen were trained 
in Pueblo, Colorado, their aircraft—the B–24 
Liberator—had its manufacturing headquarters 
in San Diego. 

In the peak of the wartime efforts, 11 Lib-
erators were built a day, and more Liberators 
were produced than any other four-engine 
bomber in World War II, including the famous 
B–17 bomber. Over 18,000 bombers were 
made by Consolidated Aircraft Corporation in 
San Diego between the years of 1939 and 
1945, and over 45,000 San Diegans helped in 
the manufacturing process. 

The B–24 Liberator carried a crew of 8 to 
10 men, and was powered by four 1,200 
horsepower engines and carried 2,750 gallons 
of fuel. Many of the B–24 missions were round 
trips of 1,500 miles, and the planes were not 
pressurized or heated; crewmen wore oxygen 
masks on high altitude missions and were ex-
posed to temperatures that could reach minus 
50 degrees Fahrenheit. Despite these condi-
tions, the 2nd Air Division dropped over 
630,000 tons of bombs and destroyed thou-
sands of enemy aircraft. 

In San Diego, we honor their service at the 
Veterans Memorial Garden in the Air Garden, 
which is the first city park to honor the ground 
and flight crews of the bomber, along with the 
citizens of San Diego who helped build it. 

Madam Speaker, we will never forget the 
bravery displayed by the men of the 2nd Air 
Division, 8th Air Force. We will remember their 
sacrifice and patriotism, especially as the re-
maining members meet on June 5th for their 
annual reunion. So, as we remember the con-
tributions made by the members of the 2nd Air 
Division, 8th Air Force, we shall never forget 
that the freedoms we enjoy today are because 
of the courage and valor displayed by those 
who fought to protect them. As a veteran my-
self, I take great pride in recognizing the 2nd 
Air Division and the San Diego community for 
their contributions and tireless efforts that 
were so critical to our success and ultimate 
victory in World War II. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR THE ARA PARSEGHIAN 
MEDICAL RESEARCH FOUNDA-
TION 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Ara Parseghian Med-
ical Research Foundation, which is holding its 
15th annual ‘‘One More Victory, Ara!’’ event in 
Tucson, Arizona on May 14 and 15. 

The Foundation was established by in 1994 
by Cindy and Mike Parseghian after three of 
their four children were diagnosed with 
Niemann-Pick Type C disease. It is named for 
the children’s grandfather, Ara Parseghian. 

Niemann-Pick Type C disease is a genetic, 
neurodegenerative disorder that causes pro-
gressive deterioration of the nervous system. 
It affects children by interfering with their abil-
ity to metabolize cholesterol. This metabolic 

disorder results in neurological problems that 
are ultimately fatal. 

Tragically, Mike and Cindy’s three children, 
Michael, Marcia and Christa lost their lives to 
Niemann-Pick Type C disease. But as Cindy, 
has said, ‘‘they have given us a legacy of 
hope.’’ Cindy, Mike and their extended family 
has not been defeated by the deaths of their 
children. With incredible determination and 
hope they have devoted themselves to finding 
a way to conquer this disease. 

Great progress has been made through re-
search supported by the Foundation. Sci-
entists funded by the Foundation have identi-
fied the gene responsible for causing NP–C. 
This discovery has played a major role in 
moving Niemann-Pick research to a new and 
encouraging level. 

On her desk, Cindy Parseghian keeps a 
quote by physicist, inventor and rocketry pio-
neer Robert H. Goddard: ‘‘The dream of yes-
terday is the hope of today . . . and the re-
ality of tomorrow.’’ 

Those dreams and hopes are carried for-
ward by the Ara Parseghian Medical Research 
Foundation, which has raised more than $33 
million. That money has been used to fund 
more than 75 research projects, which the 
Parseghian family believes will prevent other 
families from having to lose a child to this dis-
ease. 

The family’s cause has become our commu-
nity’s cause and this weekend hundreds of 
people will gather to once again show their 
support for the Foundation and its critical mis-
sion. 

The Foundation is a labor of love for the 
Parseghian family and for many others but we 
all know that the hardest worker, the force be-
hind the Foundation, is Cindy Parseghian. 
While Cindy would not want to be singled out 
for all that she has done, we do so today on 
behalf of a grateful community and in recogni-
tion of her dedication to the work of the Foun-
dation over the past 15 years. 

I commend the Parseghian family for their 
courageous fight on behalf of children across 
our country and the world. The fight has been 
difficult but, with the progress they have made, 
the final victory is within sight. 
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HONORING SENATOR JAMES 
BARCIA 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, today I ask 
the House of Representatives to join me in 
honoring Senator James Barcia, former Mem-
ber of Congress, and current Senator rep-
resenting Michigan’s 31st State Senate Dis-
trict. The Bay City Branch of the NAACP will 
celebrate Senator Barcia’s service at their 
Freedom Fund Banquet on May 16th. 

After Jim Barcia graduated from Bay City 
Central High School he went on to earn a 
Bachelor’s Degree from Saginaw Valley State 
University in 1974. During his college career 
he was elected student body president and 
began his lifelong commitment to public serv-
ice. Jim was elected to three terms in the 

Michigan House of Representatives, and five 
terms in the United States Congress. He is 
now serving his fifth term in the Michigan 
State Senate. In this capacity he serves as the 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Hunting, 
Fishing and Outdoor Recreation. As a member 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee he 
sits on the Human Services Subcommittee, 
the Community Health Subcommittee and is 
the Minority Vice-Chair of the Higher Edu-
cation, State Police and Military Affairs sub-
committees. He is also the Associate Presi-
dent Pro Tempore of the Senate. Senator Bar-
cia is married to Vickie Bartlett; he has two 
stepchildren and six grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in applauding the ca-
reer and life of one of its own. Jim Barcia is 
a dedicated, unswerving, public servant. He is 
a dear friend, and I have valued his insight 
over the years. I congratulate him for being 
honored by the Bay City Branch of the 
NAACP for his commitment to their goals and 
to the community. 
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CONGRATULATING MR. AND MRS. 
HERBERT FISHER, SR. ON THE 
OCCASION OF THEIR 86TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 13, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize and congratulate New Bern, 
North Carolina residents Zelmyra and Herbert 
Fisher, Sr. on 86 years of marriage—the long-
est marriage of a living couple in the world. 

Mrs. Zelmyra Fisher, born on December 10, 
1907, and Mr. Herbert Fisher, Sr., born on 
June 10, 1905, have been married since 1924. 
In that year, Calvin Coolidge was President; 
New York taxis cost 10 cents per half-mile; the 
Teapot Dome Scandal broke; the Ford Model 
T was the most popular automobile; and a 
postage stamp cost 2 cents while bread cost 
9 cents a loaf. 

In 1942, Mr. Fisher built what would become 
the family’s home in the James City neighbor-
hood. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher would raise five 
children in that home, and continue to live 
there today. The couple met in elementary 
school and married when he was 19 years old 
and she was 18 years old, and they have 
shared 86 blissful years. 

On Valentine’s Day this year, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fisher gave free marriage advice on Twitter. 
When asked to share the best marriage ad-
vice they’ve received, they advised couples to 
‘‘respect, support and communicate with each 
other. Be faithful, honest and true. Love each 
other with all of your heart.’’ 

Mr. Fisher, a retired worker from the Coca- 
Cola Bottling Company, has a great passion 
for baseball, especially for his two favorite 
teams, the New York Yankees and the Atlanta 
Braves. Mrs. Fisher, a retired caretaker, great-
ly enjoys reading the Bible. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fisher have contributed a life-
time of service to the fabric of their community 
through various community organizations and 
their respective churches, Jones Chapel 
A.M.E. Zion and Pilgrim Chapel Missionary 
Baptist. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing and congratulating Mr. and 
Mrs. Zelmyra and Herbert Fisher, Sr. on the 
blessing of 86 years of marriage. They serve 
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