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incentivize more people to enter the 
teacher workforce. We cannot improve 
our education system in the United 
States if we don’t invest in quality 
teaching as it is. That is why I have 
consistently voted to prevent massive 
statewide layoffs of our education pro-
fessionals. 

I would also like to thank my distin-
guished colleague, the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. ROSKAM) for joining me in 
introducing this important piece of 
legislation, and thank the over-
whelming number of Members who 
have joined me in support of the estab-
lishment of a National Teacher Day. 

Mr. Speaker, when you get a chance, 
thank teachers for the great work that 
they do. 
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STOP IRAN’S NUCLEAR 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the biggest threats to peace 
in the Middle East and possibly the 
whole world is for the United States 
and our friends and allies around the 
world to stop Iran’s nuclear develop-
ment program. We have been working 
for months and months to come up 
with a very strong Iran sanctions bill. 
The bill has finally passed the House 
and Senate, and because of the dif-
ferences, we are in a conference com-
mittee. We have a very strong bill, one 
that will put extreme pressure on Iran 
and possibly avert a war in the Middle 
East. But now we are hearing that the 
bill is going to be watered down. It is 
going to be made weaker. If it is made 
weaker, that means the pressure will 
not be put on Iran that should be, and 
they will continue with their nuclear 
development program and we could be 
in a war in the Middle East that will 
far exceed what we have seen in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

I want to read to you from a report 
that was issued just last week. ‘‘Iran 
has set up new equipment that will 
allow it to boost its efficiency at en-
riching uranium at higher levels. Iran’s 
clandestine enrichment activities were 
discovered 8 years ago and have ex-
panded since to encompass thousands 
of centrifuges churning out material 
enriched to 3.5 percent. But despite 
three sets of Security Council sanc-
tions meant to enforce demands of a 
freeze, Tehran moved to a new level in 
February, when it set up a small pro-
gram to produce material enriched to 
near 20 percent.’’ And 20 percent can be 
used for a nuclear weapon. 

The story continued, ‘‘But the move 
has increased concerns because it 
brings the Islamic Republic closer to 
the ability to produce warhead mate-
rial. Uranium at 3.5 percent can be 
used to fuel reactors, which is Iran’s 

avowed purpose for enrichment. If en-
riched to around 95 percent, however, it 
can be used in building a nuclear bomb. 
And at 20 percent, uranium can be 
turned into weapons-grade material 
much more quickly than from lower 
levels. 

‘‘The 20-percent uranium is being 
produced by ‘a cascade’—164 cen-
trifuges hooked up in series. The dip-
lomats said that Iranian technicians 
had in recent weeks assembled another 
164-centrifuge cascade, and the throw 
of a switch appeared ready to activate 
it to support the machines already 
turning out small amounts of near 20- 
percent uranium.’’ 

We don’t know how long it is going 
to be before Iran has nuclear weapons, 
but we know it is not going to be too 
long. And every day we wait to put 
pressure on Iran is a day they are clos-
er to developing nuclear technology 
that could start a war over there, oblit-
erate our friends in Israel, and cause a 
major war that we will have to be in-
volved with. 

We get about 40 percent of our energy 
from the Middle East. And if a war 
breaks out over there and in the Gulf 
States, the Persian Gulf could be 
blocked, and we would lose so much en-
ergy we wouldn’t even be able to run 
the lights in this place. 

It is extremely important that we 
have a very strong Iran sanctions bill. 
I am on the conference committee, and 
I would say to my colleagues who are 
conferees, let’s make it tough, as tough 
as possible, because the one thing we 
want to do is avert a major war with 
Iran in the Middle East. And I can tell 
you, I know Bibi Netanyahu, the prime 
minister of Israel, is not going to stand 
by and watch a weapon that could ob-
literate, destroy Israel, be produced 
right next door there in Iran. So it is 
important that the United States take 
the lead by coming up with a very 
strong bill that will put sanctions on 
Iran that they will realize will stop 
them economically if they don’t stop 
their nuclear development program. 

This is probably going to be one of 
the last chances we will have to stop a 
nuclear program in Iran that will de-
velop a nuclear weapon and possibly 
cause a major war and proliferation of 
nuclear weapons throughout the Mid-
dle East. This is a very important time 
not only for them, in the Middle East, 
Israel and our allies, but it is a big, im-
portant time for the United States and 
all of our allies in Europe. We can’t let 
a terrorist state like Iran get a nuclear 
weapon, and that is why we need to 
pass a very strong Iran sanctions bill, 
and we need to do it right away. 
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WELCOMING LOCAL LEADERS 
FROM DENTON COUNTY, TEXAS, 
TO THE NATION’S CAPITAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to recognize Denton County, 
Texas and members of the Denton 
County leadership delegation who are 
visiting here in Washington, D.C. this 
week. These local officials and business 
leaders understand that what goes on 
here in Washington affects their local 
communities. So this trip, this trip 
they make every 2 years, is a very im-
portant one. 

Over the next several days, these in-
dividuals will meet with members of 
the leadership here in Congress, Sen-
ators and Representatives from Texas 
and across the country and, in addi-
tion, will find time to visit the soldiers 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 

I’m pleased to welcome members of 
some of the chambers of commerce and 
business associations of Denton Coun-
ty, along with several Denton County 
local officials to the Nation’s Capital. 

I also want to thank them for helping 
to make Denton County a place of en-
trepreneurship and economic oppor-
tunity. 

Mr. Speaker, I will submit the names 
of the Denton County delegation for 
the RECORD. 

Sandra Kathleen Beahm 
Kent Collins 
Patrick L. Davis 
Andrew Thomas Eads 
Ginger Ann Eads 
Al Filidoro 
Chuck Fremeux 
Kelly Leigh Heslep 
Cynthia Rae Howard 
Claude E. King 
John Klaiber 
Michael Leavitt 
Dee Leggett 
Tod Mahoney 
Matthew McCormick 
Tami McCormick 
Scott Ran all McDearmont 
Shannon McGary 
Brandon McGary 
William J. Meek 
Stan Morton 
Jody Smith 
Suzene Thompson 
Harold Dean Ueckert 
Catherine Ann Ueckert 
Charlotte Jeanette Wilcox 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF PRESI-
DENT OBAMA AND THE 111TH 
CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 
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