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calling on our government to join our NATO 
allies—and all of the 158 nations that have 
joined this treaty—and eliminate the use of 
landmines once and for all.’’ 

[From the Washington Post, May 8, 2010] 
SENATE PUSHES OBAMA ADMINISTRATION TO 

SIGN TREATY BANNING LAND MINES 
(By Craig Whitlock and Glenn Kessler) 

More than two-thirds of the Senate is urg-
ing the Obama administration to consider 
signing an international treaty that bans 
land mines, reviving a dormant campaign 
from the 1990s that left the United States di-
vided from its closest allies. 

Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D–Vt.) said in an 
interview Friday that 68 senators had signed 
a letter to President Obama to support a 
‘‘comprehensive review’’ of U.S. policy on 
land mines. The letter is an indication that 
there are enough votes in the Senate to rat-
ify the treaty—at least 67 would be re-
quired—if Obama signs the measure, which 
has languished in Washington for a decade. 

‘‘We want to show we have enough people 
to ratify a treaty,’’ Leahy said. ‘‘I think 
there’s an excellent opportunity that we’ll 
finally do it.’’ 

The pressure from Congress leaves the 
White House in an awkward position as it 
tries to navigate between Obama’s desire to 
work closely with allies on security issues 
such as nuclear disarmament, while at the 
same time listening to advisers at the Pen-
tagon, many of whom are leery of such cam-
paigns. 

The mine ban treaty was the result of a 
grass-roots movement championed by celeb-
rities, including Princess Diana, and ordi-
nary citizens such as Jody Williams, a 
Vermont native who won the 1997 Nobel 
Peace Prize for her role as founding coordi-
nator of the International Campaign to Ban 
Land Mines. About 5,000 people a year—the 
majority of them civilians—are killed or 
maimed by mines scattered across 70 coun-
tries. 

Neither President Bill Clinton nor Presi-
dent George W. Bush signed the treaty, 
which was negotiated in 1997 and took effect 
in 1999. Their rejections left the United 
States at odds with more than 150 countries 
that embraced the accord, including every 
member of NATO. 

The treaty prohibits the manufacture, 
trade and stockpiling of land mines. The 
United States has not used antipersonnel 
mines since the Persian Gulf War in 1991 and 
stopped producing them in 1997, but the mili-
tary keeps about 10 million of them in re-
serve. 

In November, State Department spokes-
man Ian Kelly announced that the Obama 
administration had decided against signing 
the treaty, saying, ‘‘We would not be able to 
meet our national defense needs nor our se-
curity commitments to our friends and al-
lies.’’ But after Leahy and human-rights 
groups condemned the decision, the State 
Department said it would revisit the issue 
and conduct a broader policy review. 

White House and State Department 
spokesmen emphasized Friday that the ad-
ministration is in the midst of a comprehen-
sive review, cutting across all affected agen-
cies, that will not be completed for some 
months. But two senior U.S. officials speak-
ing on the condition of anonymity indicated 
that the administration is actively looking 
for ways to come into compliance with the 
treaty without endangering national secu-
rity needs. 

‘‘We are asking that if you come into com-
pliance, what would be the costs and the ben-

efits—and if there are costs, how can they be 
addressed in other ways,’’ one senior official 
said. 

The official described the administration’s 
review as ‘‘a herculean effort’’ intended to 
‘‘cut through reflexive reactions’’ to the 
issue of eliminating land mines from the 
Pentagon’s arsenal. 

Officials also said they welcomed the indi-
cation of bipartisan support represented by 
the Leahy letter. 

Another senior U.S. official, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity to discuss inter-
nal deliberations, said the administration is 
looking at what new technologies could be 
used to bring the United States into compli-
ance with the treaty while also allowing it 
to respond to threats such as North Korea. 
Some military officials want to maintain the 
U.S. stockpile in case it is needed to slow an 
invasion of South Korea by the North. About 
30,000 U.S. forces are stationed in the South. 

The Pentagon declined to say whether it 
would support the treaty, citing the Obama 
administration’s review. ‘‘It would be pre-
mature at this time to provide any state-
ment until the review is complete,’’ said 
Geoff Morrell, the Pentagon press secretary. 

Leahy, who has fought for a land-mine ban 
for many years, said there was bipartisan 
support in Congress for ratifying the treaty. 
Ten Republicans have signed the letter to 
Obama, which Leahy said will be delivered to 
the White House next week. The lead Repub-
lican co-sponsor is Sen. George V. Voinovich 
(Ohio), Leahy aides said. 

In November, Leahy criticized the Obama 
administration’s initial decision to reject 
the treaty as ‘‘a default of U.S. leadership.’’ 
Since then, he said, White House and State 
Department officials have left him with the 
impression that they are seriously consid-
ering adopting the treaty, especially if he 
can help deliver the votes in a Senate that is 
usually sharply divided along partisan lines. 

‘‘It’s been a much more positive response 
than I’ve seen in a long, long time,’’ Leahy 
said of his talks with administration offi-
cials. 

Leahy noted that Obama has pushed for a 
global reduction in nuclear arms; ignoring 
land mines, he added, could undercut U.S. di-
plomacy on that front. ‘‘If we want to keep 
the high moral ground, then we have to do 
it,’’ he said. 

Although Clinton did not sign the inter-
national mine ban, he ordered the Pentagon 
in 1998 to develop alternatives to anti-
personnel mines, with the goal of giving 
them up completely by 2006. 

In 2004, in response to objections from the 
Pentagon, Bush adopted a different policy 
that permits the U.S. military to use sophis-
ticated mines that are designed to self-de-
struct within a fixed number of days. The 
idea was to reduce civilian casualties from 
unexploded mines left on the battlefield. 

At the same time, Bush set a deadline of 
2010 for the U.S. military to end the use of 
antipersonnel or anti-vehicle mines that 
lack timers. Obama administration officials 
have said that they are on track to meet 
that deadline this year. 

Neither China nor Russia has ratified the 
international mine ban treaty. Human rights 
groups say there is little pressure for them 
to do so as long as the United States doesn’t 
sign. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF EL HADJ 
AMADOU THIOUF 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor the life of a 
great educator, El Hadj Amadou Thiouf. Born 
in Bargny, Senegal, he devoted his entire life 
to the cause of education. Studying for 4 
years at ecole normal William Ponty, an elite 
school in Thies, Senegal, he was first as-
signed to Lamingue, Kaolack, where he 
served for 2 years and met his wife Adj Fatou 
Ndoye. They were married on August 11, 
1957. 

From 1957 to 1971, he lived in Rufisque 
where he taught at three different institutions: 
Diokoul, Fass and Matar Seck. In 1971, he 
was sent to Matam, a city in northwest Sen-
egal, and then moving again, serving in 
Bargny, the city of his birth, from 1972 to 
1975. 

In 1978, he returned to his hometown of 
Rufisque and became the principal of Thiokho 
Elementary School, the school close to his 
home and where his children attended. There, 
he remained as principal until 1985, when he 
became the head of El Hadj Ousseynou 
Diagne, the largest elementary school in 
Rufisque. 

After a long and distinguished career as an 
educator, Mr. Thiouf retired on September 9, 
1992. He is a recipient of the Ordre National 
du Lion, Senegal’s highest national honor and 
the Chevalier des Palmes Acadèmiques for 
his lifelong dedication and commitment to edu-
cation. 

In 1998, Mr. Thiouf and his wife became 
permanent residents of the United States and 
spent half their time in the United States and 
the other half in Senegal. 

He is survived by his widow Fatou Ndoye 
and their 10 children: Mame, Diaraf, Abdou, 
Seynabou, Pape, Adj, Sokhna, Awa and Ma-
homet. Mr. Thiouf also had 13 grandchildren. 
Their oldest son Alassane, a graduate of the 
University of Arizona, died in a tragic car acci-
dent in September 1990 in Senegal. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to come be-
fore you today and share the life of this great 
man. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SONNY CALLAHAN, 
2009 MOBILIAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to former Alabama Congressman 
Sonny Callahan, who was honored on April 8 
with the Mobilian of the Year Award, pre-
sented by the Cottage Hill Civitan Club. 
Former Congressman Callahan received the 
Bienville Plaque and a proclamation from 
Mayor Sam Jones. 

I was honored to deliver a tribute to Sonny 
Callahan’s life and career during the award 
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