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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Madam Speaker, a reputable health 
firm did a survey that they announced 
this month. Jackson Healthcare in At-
lanta, Georgia, surveyed 1,400 physi-
cians on the practice of defensive medi-
cine. Their survey found that the vast 
majority—83 percent—of physicians be-
tween ages 25 and 34 reported being 
taught to practice defensive medicine. 
The survey defined defensive medica-
tion as medically unnecessary tests 
and treatments physicians ordered to 
avoid lawsuits. Only 19 percent of phy-
sicians over 65 were taught defensive 
medicine in medical school or during 
their residencies. 

The conclusion of the Jackson 
Healthcare survey was that defensive 
medicine is negatively impacting phy-
sicians and patients beyond just costs. 
It is limiting patient access and qual-
ity, slowing the adoption of medical in-
novations, and discouraging future 
generations from pursuing the practice 
of medicine. 

Jackson CEO Richard Jackson said, 
‘‘The U.S. is the only major country in 
the world where physicians are person-
ally financially liable for mistakes.’’ 
He said, ‘‘This is a systemic problem 
that needs to be addressed at State and 
national levels.’’ Republicans proposed 
to do that with medical liability re-
form, but the new health care law did 
not address it. That is too bad for all of 
us. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

MEXICO ABUSES IMMIGRANTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
Mexican President Felipe Calderon is 
at the White House today complaining 
about America. He said Arizona’s new 
law ‘‘opens the door to intolerance, 
hate, discrimination, and abuse in law 
enforcement.’’ He said he will do every-
thing in his power to protect the rights 
and dignity of Mexican citizens. He’s 
just not too concerned about human 
rights abuses of illegals in his own 
country, however. While he’s here 
falsely accusing officials in Arizona of 
perhaps maybe one day in the future 
violating the civil rights of illegals in 
Arizona, his own Mexican government 
officials are committing human rights 
abuses against illegals in Mexico. Just 
last month, the Associated Press said 
Amnesty International called the 
abuse of migrants in Mexico a major 
human rights crisis. Amnesty accused 
Mexican officials of turning a blind eye 

or even participating in the kidnap-
ping, rape, and murder of migrants. 

Now, the Mexican Interior Depart-
ment said that mainly Central Amer-
ican migrants who pass through Mex-
ico on their way to the United States 
suffer abuses, saying the criminal car-
tels branch out into kidnapping and ex-
tortion of migrants. Amnesty Inter-
national said failure by authorities to 
tackle abuses has made their trip 
through Mexico one of the most dan-
gerous in the world. They have ‘‘vir-
tually no access to justice, fearing re-
prisals and deportation if they com-
plain of abuses.’’ The Amnesty report 
also says Central American migrants 
are frequently pulled off of trains in 
Mexico and are kidnapped en masse 
and held at gang hideouts. They’re 
forced to call relatives in the United 
States to pay the ransom to the kid-
nappers. There are thousands of these 
migrant kidnappings each year in Mex-
ico, according to Amnesty’s report. 
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The report goes on to say, 
‘‘Kidnappings of migrants—mainly for 
ransom—reached new heights in 2009. 
The National Human Rights Commis-
sion reported nearly 10,000 migrants in 
Mexico were abducted during a 6- 
month period.’’ Half of the victims said 
in later interviews that public officials 
in Mexico were involved in the 
kidnappings. An estimated six out of 10 
migrant women and girls experience 
sexual violence. Some of the people- 
smuggling coyotes now demand that 
women receive contraceptive injections 
ahead of the journey so they don’t be-
come pregnant as a result of rapes they 
endure in Mexico. Many women are 
raped, beaten or killed in the process of 
illegally transporting themselves 
through the nation of Mexico. Illegals 
in Mexico can’t complain about the 
abuse to authorities. 

According to the report, Article 67 of 
Mexico’s Population Law says, ‘‘Au-
thorities, whether Federal, State or 
municipal, are required to demand that 
foreigners prove their legal presence in 
the country’’ of Mexico. Now President 
Calderon self-righteously criticizes Ar-
izona for enforcing immigration laws, 
but his own nation requires the states 
in Mexico to enforce Mexico’s immigra-
tion laws. 

The Amnesty report goes on to say 
and talk about an example of one of 
the horror stories of abuses of illegals 
that are in Mexico. On January 23 of 
this year, armed police stopped a 
freight train carrying 100 migrants in 
Chiapas State in southern Mexico. A 
girl who we’ll call ‘‘Veronica’’ said that 
the federal police—the federal govern-
ment—the federal police forced her and 
other illegals in Mexico to leave the 
train they were riding on. They were 
forced to lay down on the ground where 
she says Mexican federal police stole 
their belongings and threatened to kill 

them unless they continued their jour-
ney by foot along the railway. After 
walking for hours, the group was as-
saulted by armed men who sexually as-
saulted Veronica and killed at least 
one of the other illegals in Mexico. 

Now, Madam Speaker, it seems to me 
that President Calderon is here at the 
White House complaining about Amer-
ica, complaining about imagined and 
fictitious abuses in Arizona’s new ille-
gal immigration enforcement law, 
while he ignores actual human rights 
abuses of illegals and migrants in his 
home nation of Mexico. Perhaps he 
should clean his own glass house before 
throwing rocks at America, especially 
Arizona. President Calderon’s nation is 
in economic turmoil. His economic 
plan is simple. He tells his citizens, Go 
to America by any means necessary, 
and send money back home to Mexico. 
He cannot take care of his citizens. His 
country abuses immigrants, and he is 
out of line criticizing the United States 
for any reason. His comments are hyp-
ocritical and irrelevant. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

EARLY DETECTION MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
DAHLKEMPER). Under a previous order 
of the House, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. ETHERIDGE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of Early Detec-
tion Month for cancer. The House and 
Senate have concurred in a resolution 
that I introduced honoring Early De-
tection Month which is the current 
month, the month of May. Across the 
country, individuals and groups are or-
ganizing events to raise public aware-
ness of cancer screening and early de-
tection so that any person who gets 
cancer has a chance at survival. It is 
fitting that Mother’s Day should be 
celebrated during Early Detection 
Month because our mothers, our sisters 
and our daughters are the victims of 
the second most common form of can-
cer, breast cancer. Just as it is for 
other forms of cancer, early detection 
is the key to reducing deaths from 
breast cancer. 

The 1 in 8 Foundation is one of the 
leading groups working to fight against 
cancer, and it is solely focused on early 
detection. From its headquarters in 
Cary, North Carolina, Ken Vrana is 
working to make sure women and men 
across this country are aware of the 
difference that early detection can 
make in the course of cancer. The foun-
dation is engaged in educating and mo-
tivating people to become more 
proactive about their health and live 
longer. In fact, the concurrent resolu-
tion that honors the efforts of Early 
Detection Month for breast cancer and 
all forms of cancer only came about be-
cause of Ken and the foundation’s ef-
forts. 
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I know personally the difference that 

early detection can make. Several 
years ago, I was diagnosed with mela-
noma. My cancer was found early be-
cause I saw my doctor regularly. I am 
living proof of the importance of early 
detection. As a cancer survivor myself, 
I want to enable all Americans to have 
the knowledge and access to care that 
early detection of cancer provides so 
that it can be treated, and cancer sur-
vivors can lead long and healthy lives. 

Every year, almost 2 million Ameri-
cans are diagnosed with cancer. Trag-
ically, more than one-quarter of these 
cases result in death. Early detection 
can help patients get early treatment. 
It can stop the spread of the disease be-
fore it becomes untreatable or before it 
requires expensive medical treatment 
and can be the difference between life 
and death. Early detection saves tens 
of thousands of lives annually but also 
greatly reduces the financial strain on 
the government and private health 
care services. 

For many common cancers, when the 
disease is caught early, nine out of 10 
patients can be saved. Unfortunately, 
tens of thousands of people every year 
are diagnosed with advanced cancer, 
and all too often, they face painful 
treatments and poor chances of sur-
vival. Through forward-looking invest-
ment of taxpayer dollars, we have 
made great strides in cancer research, 
but treatment often needs to be pro-
vided early if we want cancer victims 
to become cancer survivors. Organiza-
tions like the 1 in 8 Foundation work 
tirelessly to promote early detection so 
that folks can do more than survive 
cancer; they can regain the full and ac-
tive life they always enjoyed. Organiza-
tions like the 1 in 8 Foundation fights 
to make sure that Mother’s Day is a 
happy day because moms get the car-
ing treatment they need before it is too 
late. 

Madam Speaker, early detection re-
duces the tragedy of cancer deaths in 
America. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in fighting cancer, a disease that 
has claimed so many lives, but with 
support for early detection, it can be 
beaten, and more people will survive. 

f 

WHERE’S THE BUDGET? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, 
where is the budget? Congress is ex-
pected to agree on a budget for the up-
coming fiscal year by April 15. The 
budget process at the beginning of each 
year sets the goals regarding total Fed-
eral spending for the year. It is the 
budget that sets the stage for how fis-
cally responsible government spending 
will be. 

Since the passage of the Budget Act 
of 1974, the House of Representatives 

has never failed to pass an initial budg-
et to set the spending priorities for the 
following fiscal year. Not this year. We 
are now a month past the deadline, and 
Speaker PELOSI and the Democratic 
leadership are showing no signs of com-
plying with the law and coming for-
ward with a budget for fiscal year 2011. 
In 2006, Congressman STENY HOYER, 
who is now the House majority leader, 
was quoted as saying, Enacting a budg-
et was ‘‘the most basic responsibility 
of governing,’’ and Congressman JOHN 
SPRATT, who is now the chairman of 
the House Budget Committee said, ‘‘If 
you can’t budget, you can’t govern.’’ 

While I understand that the Congress 
has the power to name public buildings 
and post offices, I believe that setting 
a budget, allowing the government to 
live within its means, is more impor-
tant than passing ceremonial resolu-
tions. With total public debt rising to 
nearly $13 trillion, according to the Bu-
reau of Public Debt, Congress’ priority 
should remain focused on getting our 
fiscal house in order. Families and 
small businesses all across our Nation 
understand what it means to make 
tough decisions each day about what 
they can and cannot afford. They un-
derstand the importance of creating 
and living by a budget. Unfortunately, 
instead of making the tough choices 
necessary to reduce spending, the ma-
jority in Congress has decided to forgo 
a budget altogether. Just 4 years ago, 
the same leaders who are now shirking 
their responsibility and choosing to 
move forward without a budget were 
very clear on how important the budg-
et process is to the operation of the 
Federal Government. 

Madam Speaker, where’s the budget? 
Without the passage of a Federal budg-
et, the reckless spending that has run 
rampant in Congress will only con-
tinue. We have already seen the pas-
sage—without my support—of the so- 
called economic stimulus legislation 
which was supposed to put Americans 
back to work. Not only did the stim-
ulus legislation fail to create jobs, but 
it is now estimated to be costing Amer-
ican taxpayers over $1 trillion includ-
ing interest. Not only should Congress 
produce a budget, but I am a strong 
supporter of several measures that pro-
mote the establishment of a balanced 
budget and the elimination of wasteful 
government programs, including a con-
stitutional amendment that I intro-
duced which requires the Federal Gov-
ernment to balance its budget. Con-
gress must steadfastly hold the line on 
government spending, which is why I 
have consistently voted for the 
tightest budgets offered each year. But 
maybe not this year. No budget is of-
fered. 

As elected officials and stewards of 
the taxpayers’ money, we have a re-
sponsibility to put together a sustain-
able budget and stick to it. The Con-
gress must continue to work to rein in 

spending and put to practice a spending 
approach that many Americans already 
live by: If you don’t have it, don’t 
spend it. 

Madam Speaker, where’s the budget? 
f 

1,000 AMERICANS DEAD IN 
AFGHANISTAN IS FAR TOO MANY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on 
Tuesday, a suicide bomber deliberately 
crashed his minivan on a street in 
Kabul during one of the busiest times 
of the day. According to The New York 
Times account, and I quote them, ‘‘The 
blast blew bodies apart. Limbs and en-
trails flew hundreds of feet, littering 
yards and walls and streets. In a pas-
senger bus, an Afghan woman lay dead 
in her seat, cut in half, with her baby 
still squirming in her arms. Fifty yards 
away, a man’s head lay on the hood of 
a truck.’’ It was the most devastating 
strike seen in the Afghan capital in 
some time, Madam Speaker. It served 
as a kind of ‘‘welcome home’’ from the 
insurgents to President Karzai, just re-
turning home from his visit to the 
United States, who was getting ready 
to brief reporters at the Presidential 
palace, just a short distance away from 
the site of the explosion. 

Aside from the gruesome civilian cas-
ualties, this attack is also significant 
because it claimed the lives of five of 
our soldiers, which brings the total 
number of U.S. troop fatalities in the 
war in Afghanistan to over 1,000. This 
tragic milestone should fill us with 
horror, Madam Speaker. It should keep 
every one of us awake at night. 

For years, the failure to make 
progress in Afghanistan flew under the 
radar as the war in Iraq grabbed most 
of the attention and headlines. But 
more than 100 months into the Afghan-
istan conflict, the mission is clearly 
floundering. More than half of those 
1,000 deaths have occurred just since 
September of 2008. The decision to send 
more troops has only intensified the vi-
olence and emboldened the militants, 
doing nothing to bring lasting stability 
to Afghanistan and to its people. 

This war has not accomplished any of 
its stated goals. Here we are, 81⁄2 years 
after we supposedly drove out the 
Taliban, and lo and behold, the Taliban 
is resurgent, poised to fill the power 
vacuum in districts and villages where 
we’ve done nothing to build strong and 
legitimate governing institutions. Re-
member the reportedly successful mili-
tary offensive over the winter in 
Marja? A few months later, it turns 
out, the residents are fleeing in droves 
because the Taliban has reasserted 
itself. One U.S. official now calls Marja 
‘‘a work in progress but not trending in 
the right direction.’’ And this is one of 
the places where we had declared vic-
tory. 
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