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to make sure that we live up to our moral obli-
gations. I do not want to see a situation a few 
months from now, in which we would find our-
selves investigating the U.S. role in failing to 
protect these people. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DOBSON HIGH 
WIND SYMPHONY AND JAZZ BIG 
BAND, SELECTED FOR THE 2010 
SHANGHAI WORLD MUSIC EXPO 
FESTIVAL 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mesa Arizona’s Dobson 
High Wind Symphony and Jazz Big Band, 
which will represent our state at the 2010 
Shanghai World Music Expo Festival in China. 
I wish to convey my pride and that of all Arizo-
nans in the efforts of these talented and dedi-
cated students, and thank the Dobson faculty 
and community for its remarkable support. 

As a former teacher, I believe very strongly 
that participation in the arts, especially on 
such a global scale, leads to cultural enrich-
ment and enhances education and learning 
across all subjects. This opportunity to perform 
on a world stage, and the subsequent rush of 
community support to make this trip possible, 
is a well-earned reward for the hard work and 
commitment of the Dobson High Wind Sym-
phony and Jazz Big Band and its supporters. 
To make this trip possible, band members 
raised $3,000 apiece to pay for travel ex-
penses. I believe in the old saying, ‘‘it is hard 
to be successful unless a lot of other people 
want you to be.’’ So I also applaud all the par-
ents and community members who helped in 
this effort as well. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
the Dobson High Wind Symphony and Jazz 
Big Band as they represent the State of Ari-
zona at the 2010 Shanghai World Music Expo 
Festival in China. I wish the band all the best 
during their performance in China and I am 
confident they will use this trip as an oppor-
tunity to learn about a new culture and posi-
tively represent our state and country within 
the global community. I know they will make 
us all proud. 
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CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNUAL 
MANTUA KIDS CARE CLUB RAC-
COON RUN 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the 10th Anniver-
sary of the Mantua Kids Care Club Raccoon 
Run. Each year, hundreds of participants and 
spectators come together for this race to pro-
mote charitable action and to celebrate the 
spirit that makes Mantua the vibrant commu-
nity that it is today. 

The Raccoon Run began in 2000 as a com-
munity endeavor to raise funds for Mantua 

school families in need. Conceptualized by 
Joyce Montgomery, the initial name was the 
‘‘Rocket Run’’ but was changed to Raccoon 
Run in honor of the Mantua Elementary 
School mascot. The Mantua Kids Care Club 
embraced the idea, and became an early sup-
porter of the race. 

When 5th grade teacher Roberta Romano 
was diagnosed with cancer, the race was re-
structured to benefit a single cause: Life with 
Cancer. Life with Cancer is a program admin-
istered by the INOVA Health System that pro-
vides critical support to caregivers and those 
afflicted with cancer. 

Every year on Mother’s Day weekend, we 
come together to honor the memory of Ro-
berta Romano and to support a worthy cause. 
In the ten years since the race’s inception, the 
Raccoon Run has raised nearly $100,000.00 
and has benefited countless Northern Vir-
ginians. As a resident of Mantua, the former 
president of the Mantua Civic Association, and 
most importantly, the father of a Mantua Ele-
mentary School graduate, I am grateful for the 
strong sense of community exemplified by this 
annual event. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in applauding the efforts of the Mantua 
community and in thanking all those who have 
supported this worthwhile cause. Events like 
the Raccoon Run are the fabric of a true com-
munity and of our society at large. 
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TRIBUTE TO VIOLA DUVALL 
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HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an unsung civil rights 
pioneer and educational justice advocate. Mrs. 
Viola Duvall Stewart, who is currently 90 years 
old, filed the first lawsuit in 1945, seeking 
equal pay for African American teachers in 
South Carolina. 

Viola Louise Duvall was born the only child 
of Vincent and Pearl Duvall in Charleston, 
South Carolina on June 30, 1919. She was 
named for two of her mother’s sisters who 
died in the Spanish flu pandemic of that era. 
After her mother and Vincent Duvall were di-
vorced, she married Coleman Wheeler and 
Viola gained two sisters, Angela and Ruby. 

Viola graduated as salutatorian from Con-
ception High School in 1937. That fall she en-
rolled in Howard University from which she 
earned a Bachelors of Science degree in 
chemistry in 1941. 

In 1944, Viola Duvall was in her third year 
teaching science at Burke High School in her 
hometown of Charleston making just $12 a 
week. She was recruited by the South Caro-
lina NAACP to be the plaintiff in a case to 
equalize teachers’ salaries in the State. Due to 
the intimidation and fear of losing their job, 
many teachers refused to participate in the 
lawsuit. Ms. Duvall was shunned by her fellow 
teachers and neighbors, who were fearful to 
associate with her for the public stand she 
was taking. 

The case went to trial in April 1944. Ms. 
Duvall was represented by NAACP Chief 

Counsel Thurgood Marshall, who was nervous 
about being in South Carolina for the first 
time. The judge on the case was U.S. District 
Court Judge J. Waites Waring, a member of 
an old Charleston family. 

The case didn’t have an auspicious begin-
ning when Judge Waring asked the School 
Board attorneys for the date of the Donald 
Murray case in Maryland. Mr. Marshall jumped 
up to respond and was dismissed by the 
judge. The same line of questioning continued, 
each time Mr. Marshall knew the response be-
cause he had been the attorney on all the 
cases in question, but the judge would not 
allow him to speak. The packed audience 
began to whisper because they feared Judge 
Waring would not give Ms. Duvall and her dis-
tinguished attorney an opportunity to be heard. 
And they were right. 

Without giving the plaintiff the chance to 
present her case, Judge Waring turned to Mr. 
Marshall after he ended his questioning of the 
School Board attorneys and apologized for 
seeming rude. It is reported he said, ‘‘This is 
a very simple case, but what I wanted to find 
out from the School Board was how long it 
knew it was supposed to pay Negro teachers 
equal salaries and hadn’t paid it. There’s no 
need to take the court’s time on this.’’ In less 
than 15 minutes, without either side making an 
argument, the case was decided in favor of 
the plaintiff, Viola Duvall. 

As a result of Ms. Duvall’s determination 
and sense of justice, it took just a matter of 
months to ensure all of South Carolina’s 6,000 
black teachers received the same pay as their 
white counterparts. However, she didn’t re-
main in South Carolina long to enjoy the fruits 
of her labor. 

Ms. Duvall met her future husband, Nathan-
iel C. Stewart, a second lieutenant with the 
Tuskegee Airmen on a blind date in 1945, 
when he was stationed in Walterboro, South 
Carolina. They were married on August 14, 
1945, and later that year moved to his home-
town of Philadelphia so he could attend phar-
macy school. He graduated and went onto be-
come the first African American department 
head at Philadelphia General Hospital as the 
director of pharmacy services. 

Mrs. Stewart took a break from teaching to 
focus on her family. She did return to the 
classroom in 1964, as an intenerate special 
education instructor serving visually handi-
capped children around middle and high 
schools in the Philadelphia Public School Dis-
trict. She retired from teaching in 1981. 

Viola and Nathaniel Stewart had two sons, 
Nathaniel, Jr. and Louis, and five grand-
children. She currently resides in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. She is a life member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. She also served 
for many years as Treasurer of Galilee Baptist 
Church of Philadelphia, where she has been a 
member for more than 50 years. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the contribu-
tions of this remarkable woman. Viola Duvall 
Stewart is one of the many heroes whose self-
less acts led to a better life for so many peo-
ple. Her name is not one that is recognized, 
but her actions left an indelible mark on the 
teaching profession and the civil rights move-
ment in South Carolina. It is my honor to 
thank Mrs. Stewart for taking a stand despite 
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