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such as habitat loss, are capable of bringing 
some species close to extinction. 

Between 1979 and 1989 more than 600,000 
African elephants were killed for their ivory, 
cutting the continent’s population in half. Nev-
ertheless, poaching has continued with an es-
timated 38,000 elephants killed annually and 
23.2 tons of poached ivory seized since 2007. 
As sea ice declines, polar bears will not be 
able to adapt to a terrestrial-based life result-
ing in increased mortality, reduced reproduc-
tion, increased human-bear conflicts, and 
overall drastic decline of populations. Several 
sharks have been severely depleted with de-
clines as high as 99 percent in some areas as 
a result of the high demand for their fins and 
meat. Overfishing, increased consumer de-
mand and inadequate enforcement of infrac-
tions have led to historically low populations of 
bluefin tuna. 

Every two to three years the parties of 
CITES meet at the Conference of the Parties 
to review the status of species in danger of 
extinction and establish trade restrictions. The 
15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
was held in March 2010. Several proposals 
were submitted during the summit, some of 
them ensuring better protections for endan-
gered species, others trying to downlist spe-
cies and re-open trade. While proposals to 
downlist elephant populations in Tanzania and 
Zambia were successfully defeated, several 
proposals to establish stronger protections for 
the polar bear, eight sharks, the bluefin tuna 
and other species were unfortunately rejected. 
I am saddened to see that economic interests 
have prevailed over species conservation, 
risking to bring species close to extinction. 
This is unacceptable. 

My resolution will congratulate the Conven-
tion on its 35th anniversary and recognize the 
important contributions it has made since its 
establishment in regulating international trade 
in endangered species and protecting endan-
gered species worldwide. It will also applaud 
the Convention’s recent leadership in pro-
tecting elephants in Tanzania and Zambia. 
Lastly, the resolution will urge all parties to the 
Convention to collaborate effectively to curb 
excessive exploitation of species for inter-
national trade and, in particular, to adopt 
stronger protections for the polar bear, sharks, 
bluefin tuna and other endangered species at 
the 16th meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties in 2013. 

Madam Speaker, the United States has a 
moral obligation to protect endangered spe-
cies and their natural habitat. Wild animals are 
a very important part of our commonly held 
natural resources and contribute to the diver-
sity and stability of our environment. We must 
continue to maintain a balanced and healthy 
ecosystem that allows for the coexistence of 
both human beings and the world’s most in-
credible species. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in protecting 
wildlife and environmental conservation across 
the globe by supporting this important resolu-
tion. 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT J. COLLINS 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to pay tribute to Robert J. Collins, Super-
intendent of the Grossmont Union High School 
District, which I have the pleasure of rep-
resenting. 

Bob Collins has served the Grossmont 
Union High School District with distinction for 
the past 3 years, and I wish him nothing but 
the best as a new chapter in his life begins. 

Prior to his service in Grossmont, Bob was 
a 39-year veteran of the Los Angeles Unified 
School District. Throughout his career Mr. Col-
lins served as a social studies teacher, leader-
ship advisor, assistant principal, principal, as-
sistant superintendent, Superintendent of Dis-
trict One and Chief Instructional Officer for 
Secondary Schools in the Los Angeles Unified 
School District. 

In November 2007, Bob became super-
intendent of the Grossmont Union High School 
District, where he established a singular focus 
for the district: the academic and personal 
success of every student. He has excelled in 
working with local leaders, while creating tar-
geted programs to address the social and 
emotional needs of students; recognizing that 
student achievement is not just a classroom 
issue. 

Restoring public confidence in schools has 
been a continuing theme of his administration 
that has been marked by significantly in-
creased standardized test scores, greater par-
ent engagement, and strong community and 
business relations. His efforts and the pro-
grams he developed have been recognized at 
the local, State and national levels and are 
models in many other schools and districts. 
His honors include being recognized as Prin-
cipal of the Year in the State of California in 
1989. 

Madam Speaker, let us all applaud the 43– 
year service that Robert Collins has provided 
to our San Diego and Los Angeles commu-
nities. I urge my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the many achievements of this great 
public servant. 
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BIRTH DEFECTS PREVENTION, 
RISK REDUCTION AND AWARE-
NESS ACT OF 2010 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Birth Defects Preven-
tion, Risk Reduction, and Awareness Act of 
2010 today, which will help provide accurate, 
evidence-based information to pregnant and 
breast-feeding women about medications, 
chemical exposures, foodborne illness and 
other exposures associated with birth defects 
or health risks to a breastfed infant. 

Women who are pregnant or breast-feeding 
often have difficult questions, such as if they 

should continue taking medications for chronic 
diseases, or whether they should get vac-
cinated against H1N1 or the seasonal flu. The 
bill would establish a grant program to revi-
talize the national network of pregnancy risk 
information services (PRISs), more than half 
of which have closed over the last decade due 
to lack of funding. Over 70,000 women seek 
information from these essential services each 
year. 

The legislation, which has been endorsed 
by the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
March of Dimes, the Organization of Tera-
tology Information Specialists, Spina Bifida As-
sociation, American Academy of Allergy, Asth-
ma and Immunology, and Allergy and Asthma 
Network/Mothers of Asthmatics, would also 
call for a national information campaign to 
help increase public awareness among health 
providers and at-risk populations. I hereby 
submit for the RECORD letters of support from 
these organizations. 

There is nothing more important than pro-
tecting our children, and this legislation will 
help expectant and breast-feeding mothers to 
obtain clear, accurate information about the 
potential risks of medications, illnesses, and 
other exposures during pregnancy and breast- 
feeding, helping them to both avoid risks and 
improve healthy behaviors like taking folic 
acid. Unfortunately, research shows that up to 
half of pregnant women are not counseled by 
their health care providers about the potential 
risks of medications they may be taking, and 
programs to provide this information have 
been closing due to state and local budget 
cuts. This legislation will finally help mothers 
and health care professionals access critical 
information to help them ensure their babies 
are healthy, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port our efforts. 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS, 
May 18, 2010. 

Hon. ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE DELAURO: On behalf 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP), a non-profit professional organization 
of 60,000 primary care pediatricians, pedi-
atric medical sub-specialists, and pediatric 
surgical specialists dedicated to the health, 
safety, and well-being of infants, children, 
adolescents, and young adults, I would like 
to share our support for the Birth Defects 
Prevention, Risk Reduction, and Awareness 
Act. 

Each year, about one in every 33 babies in 
our nation is born with a birth defect. Birth 
defects can be caused by genetic factors, en-
vironmental exposures, or a combination of 
the two. For the vast majority of birth de-
fects, however, the cause remains unknown. 
Research continues to reveal important new 
information about the causes and prevention 
of birth defects. 

The Birth Defects Prevention, Risk Reduc-
tion, and Awareness Act seeks to provide a 
resource for pregnant women who have ques-
tions about whether certain medications, in-
fections, or chemical or environmental expo-
sures might cause or increase the risk of a 
birth defect, or pose a risk to a breastfeeding 
baby. The bill would support the provision of 
pregnancy and breastfeeding information 
services to women and health care providers 
seeking information about known or sus-
pected risks. Breastfeeding mothers will re-
ceive information about how potential risks 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 12:55 Jul 08, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\E28MY0.002 E28MY0W
R

E
IE

R
-A

V
IL

E
S

 o
n 

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 156, Pt. 710010 May 28, 2010 
should be weighed against the significant 
benefits of breastfeeding. These services will 
address an important need as our under-
standing of birth defects and their preven-
tion continues to evolve. 

The AAP deeply appreciates your commit-
ment to preventing birth defects and edu-
cating the public about potential risks. We 
are pleased to support the Birth Defects Pre-
vention, Risk Reduction, and Awareness Act, 
and we look forward to continuing to work 
with you to improve the health of all our na-
tion’s children. 

Sincerely, 
JUDITH S. PALFREY, 

President. 

MARCH OF DIMES FOUNDATION, 
OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, March 30, 2010. 
Hon. ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE DELAURO: On behalf 
of more than 3 million volunteers and 1,400 
staff of the March of Dimes Foundation, I am 
writing to express support for the ‘‘Birth De-
fects Prevention, Risk Reduction and Aware-
ness Act of 2010.’’ As currently drafted, this 
bill authorizes funding to conduct a national 
media campaign, enhance surveillance and 
research on exposures that may lead to ad-
verse birth outcomes such as birth defects or 
prematurity. It also authorizes funding to 
develop best practice guidelines to improve 
infant health. 

Each year, an estimated 120,000 infants are 
born with major structural birth defects and 
one in five infant deaths is due to birth de-
fects, which are a leading cause of infant 
mortality. It is important to ensure that the 
public—especially women of childbearing 
age—and health care professionals have ac-
cess to clinical and evidence based informa-
tion about exposures during pregnancy and 
the period of breastfeeding, because it is an 
important way of helping to decrease the in-
cidence of birth defects and improve infant 
health. Unfortunately, studies show that up 
to half of pregnant women are not counseled 
by their health care providers about the po-
tential teratogenic effects of prescription 
drugs that they are taking. Pregnancy risk 
information services can help to address the 
problem by making available to women in-
formation about the potential impact of ex-
posure to medication, illnesses of others, and 
environmental agents that can affect the de-
veloping fetus and infant. 

Thank you for your leadership on this very 
important issue, Representative DeLauro, we 
look forward to working with you on this 
and other issues central to the health and 
wellbeing of children in communities across 
the nation and around the world. 

Sincerely, 
DR. MARINA L. WEISS, 

Senior Vice President. 

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT 
HEALTH CENTER, 

West Hartford, Connecticut. 
Hon. ROSA DELAURO, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MS. DELAURO: As the coordinator of 
the Connecticut Pregnancy Exposure Infor-
mation Service, I want to express my deep 
appreciation for your willingness to intro-
duce legislation that would establish a pro-
gram to fund pregnancy risk information 
services such as ours. As you know, over the 
past decade, more than half of the state serv-
ices across the country have closed due to 
state budget constraints, and those remain-

ing have experienced severe cuts. We simply 
are not able to reach all the women who need 
counseling on exposures that may pose a risk 
to healthy pregnancies. Without a Federal 
program to support pregnancy risk informa-
tion services, it is unclear if we can continue 
to operate. Pregnant women and their health 
care providers NEED INFORMATION about 
exposures that pose a risk to pregnancy or 
breastfeeding infants. Thank you for recog-
nizing this need and for introducing legisla-
tion to assure that we can continue to serve 
the public. 

I am an officer of the Organization of Tera-
tology Information Specialists and would 
welcome the opportunity to meet with you 
briefly in New Haven and take a photo with 
you for our newsletter. 

Again, thank you so very much for your 
leadership on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 
SHARON VOYER LAVIGNE. 

SPINA BIFIDA ASSOCIATION, 
May 3, 2010. 

Hon. ROSA DELAURO, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE DELAURO: On behalf 
of the Spina Bifida Association (SBA), the 
only national voluntary health organization 
working on behalf of the estimated 166,000 in-
dividuals who live with all forms of Spina 
Bifida and their families, I am writing to ex-
press our appreciation to you for introducing 
the Birth Defects Prevention, Risk Reduc-
tion and Awareness Act of 2010. This legisla-
tion will provide much-needed support to 
pregnancy risk information services, which 
play a crucial role in educating women on 
how to reduce the risk of preventable birth 
defects, including Spina Bifida. 

One of the primary goals of SBA is to in-
crease awareness of the importance of folic 
acid consumption among the 65 million 
women in the United States of child-bearing 
age. The risk of Spina Bifida and other seri-
ous birth defects can be reduced by up to 
70%, if women of childbearing age consume 
400 micrograms (400 mcg) of folic acid (a B- 
vitamin) every day. Grants funded under the 
Birth Defects Prevention, Risk Reduction 
and Awareness Act of 2010 will help ensure 
that women who are considering becoming 
pregnant have access to information on the 
importance of folic acid supplementation, as 
well as other key steps they can take to en-
sure a healthy pregnancy. 

SBA thanks you for recognizing the impor-
tance of pregnancy risk information serv-
ices. If we can be of any assistance, please 
feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
CINDY BROWNSTEIN, 

President and Chief Executive Officer. 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ALLERGY, 
ASTHMA & IMMUNOLOGY, 

Hon. ROSA DELAURO, 
Hon. MICHAEL BURGESS, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MS. DELAURO AND MR. BURGESS: On 
behalf of the American Academy of Allergy, 
Asthma, and Immunology, I write to express 
strong support for legislation you will intro-
duce to fund the national network of preg-
nancy risk information services that are cur-
rently severely underfunded. These services 
counsel pregnant and breast-feeding women 
on exposures to medications, chemicals, in-
fections, and other risks to healthy preg-
nancy and healthy infants. 

A pregnant or breast-feeding woman lives 
in fear of any exposure that might pose a 

risk to her pregnancy or her baby. This is be-
cause of the paucity of information on the 
impact of exposures to medications, chemi-
cals, infections and illnesses during preg-
nancy and nursing. Some exposures can be 
avoided, but for women with chronic diseases 
such as asthma, epilepsy, hypertension, or 
depression, continued use of medication may 
be essential to the health of both the woman 
and her infant. Asthma affects about 8% of 
pregnant women—over 300,000 women per 
year. Some women simply discontinue their 
asthma medications during pregnancy out of 
fear of a potential birth defect. However, un-
controlled asthma may pose a greater risk of 
complicating the pregnancy. Our organiza-
tion has initiated a major study of asthma 
drugs in pregnancy in collaboration with the 
nation’s pregnancy risk information serv-
ices. This study simply could not be done 
without the resources available through 
these services. Unfortunately, more than 
half of the pregnancy risk information serv-
ices in the country have closed over the past 
decade, and those that remain have sus-
tained severe funding cuts. The legislation 
you are introducing will increase support for 
these important programs and assure that 
the vitally important counseling and re-
search services they provide can be reinvigo-
rated. 

The American Academy of Allergy, Asth-
ma, and Immunology is the largest profes-
sional medical specialty organization in the 
United States representing allergists, asth-
ma specialists, clinical immunologists, al-
lied health professionals, and others dedi-
cated to improving the treatment of allergic 
diseases through research and education. We 
thank you for your leadership in support of 
prevention and research related to birth de-
fects and are pleased to offer the Academy’s 
support for your legislation. 

Sincerely, 
MARK BALLOW, M.D., 

President. 
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HONORING HANDSON NASHVILLE 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the extraordinary efforts by the 
citizens of Nashville in response to the recent 
floods, and the critical role that HandsOn 
Nashville played in coordinating those efforts. 

As my colleagues know, earlier this month 
water levels in Nashville reached 32 feet 
above normal and 12 feet above flood level, 
causing devastating damage. Eighteen people 
died, hundreds were rescued, and many of 
our city’s most beloved and famous attractions 
were partially submerged. Entire homes were 
destroyed, and many families have been dis-
placed. Property damage in Davidson County 
is now estimated at almost $2 billion. 

Most remarkable about Nashville’s story, 
though, is the spirit of giving and volunteering 
shown in abundance by the people in Nash-
ville during and after this crisis. With very little 
fanfare or media attention, people from all 
across Middle Tennessee got to work to help 
their neighbors in need. 

In particular, I want to salute the team at 
HandsOn Nashville, led by Executive Director 
Brian Williams. Between May 2 and May 19, 
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