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indigenous groups. Through economic pro-
grams, such as the New Economic Policy of 
1971, the National Development policy, and 
the National Vision Policy, Malaysia has dem-
onstrated its commitment to eradicate poverty, 
enhance the economic standing of ethnic and 
indigenous groups, promote education, and its 
intent to focus on higher-technology produc-
tion. I believe it is also commendable that Ma-
laysia has set a national goal to become a 
fully developed economy by the year 2020. 
With its historical progress, I believe it is fea-
sible and I look forward to witnessing their 
progress and deepening our bilateral relations 
in the years to come. 

In addition to our robust economic ties with 
Malaysia, I would also like to highlight our joint 
efforts to combat international terrorism. Ma-
laysia has been a key ally to the U.S. and a 
leader in counter-terrorism and counter-nar-
cotics in Southeast Asia. Through intelligence 
sharing, close cooperation in law enforcement, 
participation in joint exercises and trainings, 
Malaysia has been a tremendous partner in 
security cooperation. In May 2002, Malaysia 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the U.S. on counterterrorism and we made a 
joint declaration that provides a framework for 
counterterrorism cooperation. As a progressive 
and moderate Muslim nation, Malaysia is a 
good example of a modern, prosperous, multi- 
racial, and multi-religious society. 

Since coming to power in 2003, Malaysian 
Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi has provided 
opportunities for the U.S. to improve diplo-
matic and political relations with Southeast 

Asian nations. As a moderate secular Islamic 
nation, Malaysia’s experiences and coopera-
tion could play a key role in coping with reli-
gious extremism, countering terrorism, and ex-
erting a moderate influence on the Islamic 
community in Southeast Asia. Under Prime 
Minister Badawi’s leadership, Malaysia is 
adopting an ‘‘Islam Hadhari’’ approach, which 
encourages and emphasizes a view of Islam 
that is focused on development, social justice, 
and tolerance. Malaysia’s progressiveness is 
highly commendable and has the potential to 
have great influence internationally. 

Malaysia has come a long way and, as a 
key ally to the United States, I would like to 
commend Malaysia for its continued progress 
and remarkable achievements and congratu-
late the people of Malaysia in their celebration 
of 50 years of independence. 
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HONORING ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN 
DERDERIAN 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise to com-
mend Archbishop Hovnan Derderian on the 
30th anniversary of his ordination into the 
Priesthood and the 20th anniversary of his 
elevation to the rank of Bishop. Archbishop 
Derderian is Primate of the Western Diocese 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of North 

America. The Western Diocese covers the 
Western United States. 

Archbishop Derderian was born in 1957 in 
Beirut, Lebanon. In 1980, he was ordained as 
a priest in the Armenian Apostolic Church. In 
1987 Archbishop Derderian received his Mas-
ter’s Degree in Theology from Oxford Univer-
sity, and was raised to the rank of 
‘‘Dzairakuyn Vartabed.’’ In 1990 he was elect-
ed Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church in Canada, and later in 1990, was or-
dained as a Bishop by His Holiness Vazken I. 
On February 18, 1993 he was made an Arch-
bishop. In 2003, Archbishop Derderian was 
elected Primate of the Western Diocese of the 
Armenian Church of North America by the 
76th Annual Assembly. 

Since being elevated to the rank of Arch-
bishop, he has led many projects of great im-
portance to the Church and the community. 
He created the Christian Youth Mission to Ar-
menia in 2003 which builds ties between 
youths living in America to Armenia through 
travel and internship programs. Under his 
leadership, the Church is nearing completion 
of the first ever Cathedral of the Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church on the West Coast, located in 
Burbank, California. Additionally, since his ap-
pointment as Primate he has ordained five 
new priests to serve the Western Diocese. 

Archbishop Derderian’s commitment to serv-
ing the faithful and the community are admi-
rable. I congratulate him on his 30 years of 
service in the Priesthood and thank him for his 
leadership. 
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