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provide them with greater openings to 
voice their concerns. Stifling the pub-
lic feeds rather than prevents the 
growth of radicalism. In contrast, re-
ducing corruption, improving govern-
ance, and building democratic institu-
tions will go a long way toward reduc-
ing the appeal of extremism. The his-
toric partnership between the United 
States and Egypt means we have an ac-
tive and critical role to play in press-
ing for these reforms. We should use 
every opportunity to bring them up. 

Egypt is an incredibly important 
country and a vital strategic partner of 
the United States. It is a nation of 80 
million people that sits at the strategic 
crossroads between Africa and Asia. 
Egypt is a leader among Arab States 
and has played an important role in 
matters of peace and security in the 
Middle East, particularly in the area of 
Arab-Israeli peace. At the same time, 
Egypt continues to be heavily involved 
in affairs in North and East Africa, not 
least because of its reliance on water 
resources from the Nile River, where 
ongoing negotiations over the Nile 
Basin Initiative have escalated re-
gional tensions between Egypt and its 
neighboring countries at a time when 
Egypt’s own internal dynamics are 
fluid. Egypt’s long history with Sudan, 
the largest country in Africa, is also of 
critical importance given South Su-
dan’s upcoming vote on self-determina-
tion set for January 2011. Without 
question, successful political reform in 
Cairo would significantly enhance 
Egypt’s leadership role throughout the 
Middle East and Africa and could help 
ensure constructive political engage-
ment in these regions for years to 
come. 

For all these reasons, it is in our in-
terest to continue to pursue a strong 
working relationship with the Egyp-
tian Government. But it is also in our 
interest to ensure that relationship is 
sustainable and strategic over the 
long-term. To do this, I believe we 
must engage more broadly with the 
Egyptian people and support efforts in 
the country to push for human rights 
and democratic reform. This is espe-
cially important in the coming months 
as Egypt prepares to hold parliamen-
tary elections, which will be followed 
next year by a Presidential election. 
This period could be one of transition, 
possibly one of tumult. The Obama ad-
ministration should begin engaging 
now with the Egyptian government and 
other stakeholders to make clear that 
we support a fair, free, and peaceful 
process. Continuing to provide uncriti-
cal support to an authoritarian regime 
undermines our credibility as cham-
pions of political and civil rights and 
creates tensions, particularly in the 
Muslim world, which are ripe for ex-
ploitation. Those tensions, in turn, 
threaten our own national security. 

As I have noted before in this forum, 
we must be strong and consistent in 

advancing human rights, good govern-
ance, and the rule of law while also ad-
dressing security and economic con-
cerns. And we should make sure that 
message is being reinforced by all U.S. 
Government officials and programs in 
Egypt. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the President 
Officer laid before the Senate message 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL REL-
ATIVE TO AN EXPEDITED PRO-
CEDURE TO RESCIND UNNECES-
SARY SPENDING AND TO BROAD-
LY SCALE BACK FUNDING LEV-
ELS IF WARRANTED, TOGETHER 
WITH A SECTIONAL ANALYSIS— 
PM 57 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Budget: 

To the Congress of the United Sates: 
Today, I am pleased to submit to the 

Congress the enclosed legislative pro-
posal, the ‘‘Reduce Unnecessary Spend-
ing Act of 2010,’’ along with a section- 
by-section analysis of the legislation. 

This proposal will be another impor-
tant step in restoring fiscal discipline 
and making sure that Washington 
spends taxpayer dollars responsibly. It 
will provide a new tool to streamline 
Government programs and operations, 
cut wasteful Government spending, and 
enhance transparency and account-
ability to the American people. The 
legislation will create an expedited 
procedure to rescind unnecessary 
spending and to broadly scale back 
funding levels if warranted. The legis-
lation would require the Congress to 
vote up or down on legislation proposed 
by the President to rescind funding. 
This new, enhanced rescission author-
ity will not only empower the Presi-
dent and the Congress to eliminate un-
necessary spending, but also discourage 
waste in the first place. 

Now more than ever, it’s critical that 
taxpayer dollars are not wasted on pro-
grams that are ineffective, duplicative, 
or out-dated. In a time when American 
families and small business owners are 

conscious of every dollar and make 
sure that they manage their budgets 
wisely, the Federal Government can do 
no less. The American people expect 
and demand that we spend their money 
with the same discipline. Allowing tax-
payer dollars to be wasted is both an 
irresponsible use of taxpayer funds and 
an irresponsible abuse of the public 
trust. 

Recently, the Congress has taken 
welcome steps to curb wasteful spend-
ing. In 2007, when I served in the Sen-
ate, a bipartisan group worked to-
gether to eliminate anonymous ear-
marks and brought new measures of 
transparency to the process so Ameri-
cans can better follow how their tax 
dollars are being spent. Consequently, 
we have seen progress—with earmarks 
declining since these reforms were 
passed, including during this past fiscal 
year. 

In addition, my administration un-
dertook a line-by-line review of the 
Budget, and put forward approximately 
$20 billion of terminations, reductions, 
and savings both for Fiscal Year 2010 
and 2011. While recent administrations 
have seen between 15 to 20 percent of 
their proposed discretionary cuts ap-
proved by the Congress, for FY 2010, we 
worked with the Congress to enact 60 
percent of proposed cuts. 

Despite the progress we have made to 
reduce earmarks and other unneces-
sary spending, there is still more work 
to be done. The legislation I am send-
ing to you today provides an important 
tool. The legislation allows the Presi-
dent to target spending policies that do 
not have a legitimate and worthy pub-
lic purpose by providing the President 
with an additional authority to pro-
pose the elimination of wasteful or ex-
cessive funding. These proposals then 
receive expedited consideration in the 
Congress and a guaranteed up-or-down 
vote. This legislation would also allow 
the President to delay funding for 
these projects until the Congress has 
had the chance to consider the 
changes. In addition, this proposal has 
been crafted to preserve the constitu-
tional balance of power between the 
President and the Congress. 

Overall, the ‘‘Reduce Unnecessary 
Spending Act of 2010’’ provides a new 
way for the Congress and the President 
to manage taxpayer dollars wisely. 
That is why I urge the prompt and fa-
vorable consideration of this proposal, 
and look forward to working with the 
Congress on this matter in the coming 
weeks. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 24, 2010. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 3:54 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 
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