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The signs of domestic violence are 

physical signs of injury, anxiety and 
fear, emotional distress, isolation, 
changes in appearance and self-esteem, 
restricted transportation, clothing in-
appropriate for the season, attempts to 
hide activities or interactions from 
partner, and minimization or denial of 
harassment or injuries. 

The message of the film is that there 
is help out there and that if you recog-
nize the signs, encourage the person to 
seek professional resources, such as the 
Centre County Resource Center in my 
district and, nationally, the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline. 

Amy’s story should end with the fact 
that she did not die in vain. Her story 
is designed to help others, and, I be-
lieve if you see it, it will. 

f 

THE WAR’S MAKING YOU POOR 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I’d like 
to address my comments not only to 
you tonight but also to the one-third of 
America that makes less than $35,000 a 
year. Some people call you lower mid-
dle class; some people call you poor. 
There are those among you who are re-
tired. There are those among you who 
are working poor Americans. Some of 
you make the minimum wage. There 
are those among you who also are 
handicapped, people who have no abil-
ity to enter the workforce and have to 
rely upon charity in one form or an-
other. 

In any event, there is one-third of 
America, one-third, that makes less 
than $35,000 a year, and my comments 
are addressed to you tonight. You are 
the ones who Jesse Jackson used to 
refer to as ‘‘dispossessed,’’ ‘‘the de-
spised,’’ and in our political system, 
the damned. And you are sometimes 
treated that way, but more commonly, 
you are treated by our political system 
as disregarded. 

There are over 5,000 bills that have 
been introduced in the House of Rep-
resentatives since I was sworn in last 
year. Only a tiny fraction of them offer 
you any relief. And tonight, I want to 
point out to you one that does. It’s my 
bill, H.R. 5353, The War’s Making You 
Poor Act. Now, I could talk to you a 
little bit tonight about various aspects 
of this bill, but there’s one aspect in 
particular that I want to tell you 
about; the one that that relates to you 
directly. 

What this bill does is, for you, it 
eliminates Federal income tax en-
tirely. This bill makes the first $35,000 
of every American’s income tax-free, 
and in your case, since you make less 
than $35,000, it eliminates Federal tax-
ation on you. 

And to illustrate that, we have this 
chart here, and as the chart does indi-

cate, as you can see for yourself, your 
taxes under H.R. 5353 are a big fat zero. 
Zilch. Nada. Gornish. Nothing. And I 
hope that that will become permanent. 

This is the biggest tax cut bill that 
you are going to see this year. It would 
have been the biggest tax cut bill if 
we’d introduced it last year. And I 
could tell you this bill gives us a nudge 
towards peace. I could tell you that 
this bill helps us to eliminate wasteful 
defense spending. I could tell you also 
that this bill reduces the deficit by $16 
billion and puts us back on the track 
to eliminate our deficit and our debt. I 
could tell you all of that, but what I 
am telling you now is this: It elimi-
nates taxes on you. 

Now, you may not participate very 
much in the political system. Cer-
tainly, the political system does very 
little for you, so I can understand that. 
You don’t have the ability to con-
tribute to candidates because you have 
no money. You don’t have the ability 
to, in many cases, vote because voting 
takes place on Tuesdays, and you work 
on Tuesdays. 

So you have to ask yourself, what do 
you have to do to get this bill, H.R. 
5353, passed? And I’m going to give you 
some hints. I’m going to tell you what 
you might be able to do to get this bill 
passed to eliminate taxation on you. 

Let’s see. You can call the main 
number here at the House of Rep-
resentatives. It’s 202–224–3121, and you, 
as an American, can ask to speak to 
your Congressman. I suggest that you 
do that, and I suggest that you tell 
your Congressman that you want your 
Congressman to vote for H.R. 5353. Or, 
if you have an Internet connection, you 
can go to the Web site here at the 
House, www.house.gov. And at that 
Web site, you can find out how to get 
in touch with your Congressman and 
tell your Congressman that you want 
to support H.R. 5353 and you want him 
or her to do the same. 

And maybe somehow, in some con-
ceivable way, if all of America—or at 
least the one-third that this bill would 
eliminate taxation for—got together 
and demanded justice, demanded that 
this yoke be tossed off your back and 
that you be free of Federal taxation, 
and if this bill passed, then you can say 
at that point: Free at last; Free at last; 
Thank God Almighty, I am free at last. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All 
Members are reminded to direct their 
remarks to the Chair and not to the 
television-viewing audience. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) is recognized for 60 

minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days to enter re-
marks into the RECORD on this topic. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, the Con-

gressional Black Caucus, the CBC, is 
proud to anchor this hour on jobs and 
the economy. Currently, the CBC is 
chaired by the Honorable BARBARA LEE 
from the Ninth Congressional District 
of California. My name is Congress-
woman MARCIA FUDGE, representing 
the 11th Congressional District of Ohio. 

CBC members are advocates for the 
human family, nationally and inter-
nationally, and have played a signifi-
cant role as local and regional advo-
cates. We continue to work diligently 
to be the conscience of the Congress, 
but we understand that all politics are 
local. Therefore, we provide dedicated 
and focused service to the citizens and 
congressional districts we serve. 

The vision of the founding members 
of the Congressional Black Caucus, 
which was to promote the public wel-
fare through legislation designed to 
meet the needs of millions of neglected 
citizens, continues to be a focal point 
for the legislative work and political 
activities of the Congressional Black 
Caucus today. 

When I first became a Member of the 
Congress, in the fall of 2008 when I 
joined Congress, our economy was at 
its worst since the Great Depression. 
Predatory and subprime lending were 
at an all-time high. The housing bubble 
had just burst, and many of our largest 
financial institutions had gone bank-
rupt. Retirement and savings accounts 
were cut in half, forcing many of us to 
hold off retirement and continue work-
ing well into our golden years. 

Over 200,000 American workers were 
being laid off each month. In the State 
of Ohio, unemployment was growing 
rapidly, quickly approaching double- 
digit numbers. The 11th Congressional 
District’s unemployment rate was even 
greater, already at double digits and 
growing. 

In October of 2008, when I arrived in 
Congress, my number one priority was 
promoting policies that created jobs, 
spurred economic development, and 
helped struggling Americans. I have 
consistently advocated for these poli-
cies. 

In early 2009, one of my first and 
most important votes in this Congress 
infused more than $787 billion into the 
U.S. economy through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. This 
legislation was desperately needed to 
create and save millions of jobs. It fo-
cused on rebuilding America using 
green technologies and LEED-certified 
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