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for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Prior to the 
Obama administration, our economy 
was run into a ditch. We were losing 
over 700,000 jobs a month and most 
families were struggling just to pay 
their bills. But, yes, what a difference 
a year has made. 

This Democratic Congress, working 
with President Obama, has chartered a 
new direction. Americans are now pay-
ing the lowest amount of tax rates 
since the 1950s; getting deductions on 
property taxes; help with bonds for 
States so they can rebuild hospitals 
and sewers; and tax relief for tuition 
and teachers for their out-of-pocket ex-
penses. And finally, yes, we have to 
protect those coasts and increase the 
oil spill liability trust fund. 

But there is more to do, we all know 
that, and that is why this week we are 
looking to pass the American Jobs and 
Closing Tax Loopholes Act, to close tax 
loopholes that many corporations have 
taken advantage of. We have to restore 
credit to small businesses, extend tax 
incentives so American businesses can 
do the research that they need, and, 
yes, our young people need jobs. Didn’t 
you get one? 

f 

PASS A BUDGET AND LIMIT 
SPENDING 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, during 
these difficult economic times, families 
and small businesses across Florida are 
making sacrifices when it comes to 
their own budgets, yet Washington 
continues to spend trillions of dollars 
on bailouts, takeovers and pet projects. 
Now comes news that the House major-
ity isn’t even going to produce a blue-
print for how they are going to intend 
to spend taxpayers’ dollars, hard- 
earned taxpayer dollars. 

Where is the budget, Mr. Speaker? 
Without a budget for the upcoming 
year, there will be no means to curb 
runaway government spending that has 
skyrocketed our debt to nearly $13 tril-
lion. Unforgivable. 

Simply put, a failure to budget is a 
failure to govern. The American people 
have repeatedly made calls for fiscal 
responsibility. They are tired of Wash-
ington’s irresponsible spending. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress should do its 
job by passing a budget and limiting 
spending. 

f 

REFORMING WALL STREET 
(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of Wall Street reform 
and American jobs. 

In my opinion, the debate on Wall 
Street reform is straightforward; there 
are those who support hardworking 
American families and small busi-
nesses against those who wish to pro-
tect the status quo and big Wall Street 
banks, which are to blame for the cur-
rent recession. 

We must hold Wall Street account-
able, protect American families from 
unfair, abusive financial practices, 
close the gaps in our financial system, 
create certainty and stability in our 
tumultuous markets, and act now. 

It is time we streamline government 
and put a cop on the beat of Wall 
Street to protect American families 
and businesses. Absent this cop, Wall 
Street will regulate itself, as it did 
under the previous administration. The 
American economy cannot afford to 
live through that real-life tragedy 
again, and neither can her families. 

In fact, under the leadership of this 
Congress and President Obama, we are 
on pace to create as many jobs in 2010 
as President Bush created in his entire 
8 years in office. 

f 

BALANCING THE BUDGET 
(Mr. LUETKEMEYER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the top issues on people’s minds 
these days is Washington’s never-end-
ing spending binge and the need for re-
sponsible budgeting. The American 
people know that reining in this wild 
spending spree starts with balancing 
our budget. But wait a minute. The 
majority party has now indicated that 
the House might not even consider a 
budget resolution this year. 

It is vital for the House to submit a 
budget resolution that will start the 
budget process in this Chamber and 
crack down on the out-of-control 
spending that has the government bor-
rowing 42 percent of the money we 
spend this year. If you are a business-
person, you have a budget. Most people 
even have a budget for their household. 
Our States have budgets. But yet, why 
would we think it is not important for 
the Federal Government to have a 
budget? If this were not so serious, it 
would be comical. 

The question, then, is why does the 
majority not want to do a budget? The 
answer is obvious. There are tough 
choices that have to be made to rein in 
this out-of-control spending, and there 
is no political will to make those 
choices. Spending is easy; making cuts 
is hard. Failure to budget is failure to 
govern. 

f 

HONORING CIA EMPLOYEES 
KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY 

(Mr. REYES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, this Memo-
rial Day, communities gather across 
the United States to honor and thank 
those who have served in uniform. 
Likewise, the CIA community will 
gather at the Memorial Wall at head-
quarters for a solemn and sobering 
ceremony to honor CIA employees 
killed in the line of duty this year. 

The Memorial Wall bears this in-
scription: ‘‘In Honor of Those Members 
of the Central Intelligence Agency Who 
Gave Their Lives in the Service of 
Their Country.’’ Ninety stars currently 
bear witness to the patriotism and si-
lent sacrifice of the men and women of 
the CIA. Below these stars rests a 
book, which we call the Book of Honor, 
that records each star with a date and, 
if possible, a name of an individual offi-
cer. Because, you see, in some cases, 
those names must remain classified. 
This year, those stars will be joined by 
the largest number of new stars ever 
added in the history of the CIA to this 
Memorial Wall. 

This year’s solemn and sad occasion 
reminds us all that the successes that 
we have had fighting terrorism come at 
a great price for liberty. We have taken 
terrorists off the battlefield and have 
denied them sanctuary. We have dis-
rupted plots throughout the world. But 
the costs have also been high. Families 
have been left to mourn their mothers, 
their fathers, their sons, and their 
daughters. 

This Memorial Day, let’s remember 
all the great patriots that have served 
us so well. 

f 

WHY A BUDGET IS NEEDED 

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, why does 
this country need a budget, and why 
does this House need a budget? It is 
very, very simple. We are looking at a 
$20 trillion debt in less than 10 years; 
$20 trillion. What is the yearly interest 
going to be on that in 10 years? Over 
potentially $1 trillion; $1 trillion in in-
terest in one year that we are facing. 

This year, Washington is going to 
spend a record $3.6 trillion, and at least 
$1.5 trillion to $1.6 trillion is going to 
be in the deficit. The CBO and OMB 
when they testified before the Budget 
Committee, their directors both said 
that the spending is unsustainable. 
Unsustainable. But what happens here? 
We don’t produce a budget. How do you 
get this under control? 

Our kids and their kids are going to 
be paying for it. It is tough to look 
these kids when they come to Wash-
ington in the face, when they are out 
here on the Capitol steps, look at them 
and ask where are they going to be in 
10 years? It is not going to be what we 
did for them; it is what we have done 
to them. 
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