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women and veterans. Let us honor their patri-
otism, love of country and willingness to serve 
and sacrifice so much to bring about peace 
and freedom in a troubled world. To our vet-
erans and current service members, and es-
pecially to American Samoa’s Reserve unit 
scattered throughout the Middle East, I would 
like to close by saying how honored and proud 
I am of your service to this great nation and 
I commend you for your courage. 

May God bless you and may God continue 
to bless the United States of America. I 
strongly urge my fellow colleagues to pass this 
resolution. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
honor the courage and sacrifice of members 
of the Armed Forces and our Veterans. 

May is National Military Appreciation Month, 
a tine when we honor the bravery and service 
of our Armed Forces, veterans, and their fami-
lies. Members of our Armed Forces leave be-
hind their homes, families, and jobs in times 
when duty calls. They protect America and 
American Allies, provide support in times of 
disasters, and help bringing stability to areas 
of unrest. 

From my time as a psychiatric nurse in the 
Dallas Veterans Affair’s Hospital, I know first-
hand the burden placed upon those who serve 
in our Armed Forces. People around the world 
owe their freedoms and liberties to the cour-
age, service, and sacrifice of members of the 
Armed Forces. I urge all Americans to recog-
nize and honor the courage and sacrifice of 
our men and women in uniform and thank 
them for their service. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 1385, which recog-
nizes the courage and sacrifice of our vet-
erans and members of the Armed Forces, and 
urges all Americans to honor their brave serv-
ice. This important resolution expresses our 
national gratitude for the willingness of our 
men and women in uniform, past and present, 
to risk their lives on our behalf. 

I thank Chairman SKELTON for his leadership 
in bringing this resolution to the floor. I also 
thank the Congressman for sponsoring this 
legislation and for his dedication to ensuring 
that this Nation does everything it can to repay 
our veterans and members of the Armed Serv-
ices for the sacrifices they have made to pro-
tect us and the values that we cherish as 
American citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, throughout our history, the 
members of our Armed Forces have endured 
hardship and suffering—many of them making 
the ultimate sacrifice—on behalf of our Nation. 
Time and again, they have answered the call 
to serve the United States, leaving their 
homes, their families, and American soil, in 
times of war and peace. From World Wars I 
and II to the Vietnam War and Operation 
Desert Storm, our men and women in uniform 
have fought valiantly to protect American citi-
zens and promote global security. 

Since the tragic attacks of September 11, 
2001, the Armed Forces have served with an 
inspirational sense of duty and country. Since 
2001, more than 1,000 Americans have lost 
their lives and more than 5,500 Americans 
have been wounded in the Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Since 2003, over 4,300 servicemen 
and servicewomen have sacrificed their lives 

in Operation Iraqi Freedom. More than 31,000 
Americans have returned from this conflict 
wounded or with disabilities. California has lost 
nearly 600 servicemen and servicewomen in 
Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Free-
dom; two of these brave individuals came from 
my district. Almost 4,000 men and women 
from California have been wounded in these 
conflicts. I am forever grateful for these sac-
rifices and for the dedication of our Armed 
Forces to ensure the safety of the American 
people at a time when our Nation faces chal-
lenging new threats from abroad. 

These brave men and women have as-
sumed the responsibility of protecting us; we, 
then, have a solemn obligation to them. We 
must always provide the members of our 
Armed Forces with the resources, supplies, 
and equipment they need to carry out their 
mission as safely and successfully as pos-
sible. We must work hard to support our vet-
erans who return home from overseas, serving 
their needs with the same vigor and sense of 
duty that they displayed in serving our country. 
As the representative of a district that is home 
to over 24,000 veterans and the VA Medical 
Center of Long Beach, I know how important 
it is to ensure that our veterans have access 
to affordable health care, housing, and job op-
portunities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting H. Res. 1385. 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-
leagues in strong support for H. Res. 1385 to 
recognize and honor the courage and sacrifice 
of the members of the Armed Forces and vet-
erans. Though we appreciate their sacrifice 
every month, it is important this resolution is 
passed this month as May is expressly des-
ignated National Military Appreciation Month. 

We can never say ‘‘thank you’’ enough for 
the sacrifices paid by the Nation’s military. The 
liberties we enjoy today were earned through 
the bravery and sacrifice of ordinary Ameri-
cans with extraordinary selflessness. America 
must never turn her back on her service mem-
bers and veterans. 

We know all too well that freedom is not 
free. They courageously stepped forward to 
protect and defend the Constitution and the 
people of the United States. This resolution is 
just a small tribute to the great character of all 
our military service members and veterans. 

I urge all my colleagues to join with me in 
supporting H. Res. 1385 and thanking current 
and former servicemembers for guaranteeing 
our freedom. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SKELTON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1385. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

STUDENT FINANCIAL AID 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1353) 
supporting the goals and ideals of Stu-
dent Financial Aid Awareness Month 
to raise awareness of student financial 
aid, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1353 

Whereas education is the key to a success-
ful future for many people in the United 
States; 

Whereas the ability of some students to at-
tend an institution of higher education is 
conditional on the availability of student fi-
nancial assistance; 

Whereas the cost of higher education con-
tinues to rise for 4-year private colleges and 
universities, 4-year public colleges and uni-
versities, 2-year community colleges, and for 
profit institutions; 

Whereas students and families across the 
United States are making important deci-
sions about financing their education at an 
institution of higher education; 

Whereas efforts to increase awareness 
about student financial aid options are nec-
essary for students across the United States 
to receive all of the financial aid available to 
them; 

Whereas increasing awareness about the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) ensures that more eligible students 
may benefit from Federal financial assist-
ance; 

Whereas students must complete and sub-
mit a new FAFSA each school year to be 
considered for all forms of Federal financial 
aid; 

Whereas each year, about 16,000,000 stu-
dents apply for financial aid by filling out 
the FAFSA; 

Whereas increasing access to Federal fi-
nancial aid helps reduce students’ reliance 
on costly private loans; and 

Whereas Student Financial Aid Awareness 
Month will help call attention to the critical 
role financial assistance plays in helping 
students attending an institution of higher 
education: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Student 
Financial Aid Awareness Month; 

(2) encourages students and families across 
the United States to participate in activities 
being offered during Student Financial Aid 
Awareness Month; and 

(3) recognizes the importance of educating 
students and families about Federal student 
financial aid. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. BISHOP) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 
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GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I request 5 legislative days during 
which Members may revise and extend 
and insert extraneous material on 
House Resolution 1353 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1353, which expresses support for 
the goals and ideals of Student Finan-
cial Aid Awareness Month. 

This month is an important part of 
increasing awareness of the many fi-
nancial aid options available to young 
people who are preparing to go to col-
lege. With the cost of college rising 
rapidly every year, it has become in-
creasingly critical that students take 
full advantage of their options for fi-
nancial aid, including those of grants, 
loans, and scholarships. 

The passage of the Health Care and 
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, 
of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009, of the Higher 
Education Opportunity Act of 2008, and 
of the College Cost Reduction and Ac-
cess Act of 2007 have all increased the 
amount of aid available and have im-
proved access to student aid for mil-
lions of students and their families. 

Student Financial Aid Awareness 
Month helps students and their fami-
lies get the information they need to 
make important decisions about fi-
nancing their postsecondary education. 
High schools and colleges across the 
country celebrate Student Financial 
Aid Awareness Month by providing 
critical information, aid application 
deadlines, FAFSA application work-
shops, money management tips, advice 
on applying for scholarships, and stu-
dent loan repayment options. 

In 2008, 67 percent of students grad-
uating from 4-year colleges and univer-
sities, or 1.4 million students, had stu-
dent loan debt. The average debt level 
for these graduating seniors was $23,200 
in 2008. With an increasing reliance on 
student debt to finance postsecondary 
education, it is important that stu-
dents and their families have the infor-
mation they need to make responsible 
borrowing decisions. Student Financial 
Aid Awareness Month helps achieve 
this goal. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I express 
my support for celebrating Student Fi-
nancial Aid Awareness Month at 
schools across this country and for all 
of the benefits this focused effort 
brings to help families across the coun-
try in their pursuits of higher edu-
cation. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of this resolution, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

To the previous speakers who were 
here with regard to House Resolution 
1385, I want to associate myself with 
the remarks of Chairman SKELTON, Mr. 
MCKEON, and Mr. WILSON. As a veteran, 
I, too, on Memorial Day, would like to 
honor all those who paid the ultimate 
price. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 1353, a resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of Stu-
dent Financial Aid Awareness Month 
to raise awareness of student financial 
aid. In many low-income households, a 
college education is the ticket to a 
more prosperous way of life. Many stu-
dents rely on numerous Federal finan-
cial aid programs to accomplish that 
goal. 

For example, the Pell Grant, origi-
nally created in 1972 and known then as 
the Basic Opportunity Grant Program, 
is used as the cornerstone for a low-in-
come student financial aid package. 
Through this grant and the other Fed-
eral financial aid programs, like the 
Federal Work-Study, the Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant, the 
Perkins Loan Program, and the Staf-
ford Loan Program, millions of stu-
dents have been able to pursue their 
dreams of postsecondary educations. 

b 1645 

While it is important to recognize 
the role that Federal financial aid 
plays in college access, it is also crit-
ical to discuss the importance of the 
partnership that must exist between 
the Federal Government, States, insti-
tutions of higher education, and stu-
dents and their families. Without each 
part of this partnership, it will be im-
possible to continue to help students 
attend some form of college. 

In recent years, the Federal Govern-
ment has increased the amount of aid 
provided exponentially, only to have 
institutions continue to raise their 
costs at rates outpacing inflation. If 
college costs continue to rise at rates 
of 4, 5 or 6 percent per year, students 
will quickly find themselves unable to 
afford a college education. All partici-
pants in the partnership must do their 
part if we want college to remain an 
option for all students. 

While Federal financial aid is impor-
tant, it is not the only thing that 
should be mentioned during the con-
versation around Student Financial 
Aid Awareness Month. There are thou-
sands or organizations around the 
country whose mission it is to help 
low-income students navigate the stu-
dent aid and college application proc-
ess. Whether the organization helps 
students fill out the Free Application 
For Federal Student Aid, the FAFSA, 
provides financial literacy, assists stu-
dents with filling out their college ap-
plications, or provides extra tutoring 
services to ensure that students are 
prepared for the rigors of college, these 
entities are critical in ensuring that 

college remains an option for every 
student who wants to attend. 

For these reasons, I support the goals 
and ideals of Student Financial Aid 
Awareness Month, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

I have also served on two foundation 
boards at universities, and I can tell 
you as a foundation board member and 
president of a college foundation board 
that these organizations are absolutely 
essential to help educate students. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I join Dr. ROE in urging my col-
leagues to vote for this resolution, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
BISHOP) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1353, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROLLINS 
COLLEGE 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1169) 
honoring the 125th anniversary of Rol-
lins College, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1169 

Whereas Rollins College is one of the old-
est institutions of higher learning in Florida; 

Whereas the motto of Rollins College is 
‘‘Fiat Lux’’, meaning ‘‘Let There Be Light’’ 
and, indeed, there has been light at Rollins 
from the beginning; 

Whereas Rollins is a comprehensive liberal 
arts college with an undergraduate Arts & 
Sciences program, the Crummer Graduate 
School of Business, and evening degree and 
community outreach programs offered 
through the Hamilton Holt School; 

Whereas for the fifth consecutive year, 
Rollins College ranked No. 1 among 117 
Southern master’s-level universities, in the 
annual rankings of ‘‘America’s Best Col-
leges’’ in U.S. News & World Report; 

Whereas Rollins College is fortunate to 
count among its alumni a Nobel Prize winner 
and Rhodes Scholars; 

Whereas Rollins College students fre-
quently secure Fulbright, Truman, Gold-
water, and Pickering Scholarships; 

Whereas John Dewey, the distinguished 
philosopher and educator, served as Chair-
man of the 1931 Curriculum Conference held 
at Rollins College, inspiring higher edu-
cation curricular reform that still redounds 
today; 

Whereas Sinclair Lewis, when he accepted 
the Nobel Prize in Literature, named Rollins 
among the four colleges in the United States 
doing the most to encourage creative work 
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