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I rise today with a heavy heart to re-

member the 11 men that died on the 
offshore rig Deepwater Horizon. Those 
men and thousands of them like them, 
women included, travel out to offshore 
rigs every day to work hard and pro-
vide opportunities for the rest of us to 
make a living. 

As the crisis in the Gulf of Mexico 
continues to grow, we see shorelines, 
fisheries, and other economies threat-
ened. This unprecedented event has the 
entire gulf coast and country watching 
to see how soon we can end this. 

Setting aside the present crisis for a 
moment, I am proud to stand with 
Members of this Congress to remember 
those men who represent a very human 
face to this tragedy. 

I would also like to take a moment 
to recognize the families of those 11 
people. Those men were doing what so 
many other men and women do in Lou-
isiana every day. They were working to 
provide a better life for their families 
while braving difficult and sometimes 
dangerous conditions to provide domes-
tic energy needed to drive our Nation 
and our economy. Our thoughts are 
with these families, and I pray that 
their grief is not forgotten by the rest 
of us. 

And we should also recognize the 
courageous work of the emergency re-
sponders who fought the blaze and 
saved lives that night. The loss of 
those 11 workers is a high cost to their 
families, and so I ask everyone to 
please remember the personal side to 
this tragedy as we move forward. 
Please keep them in your thoughts 
and, particularly, keep them in your 
prayers. 

Mr. CAO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 min-
utes to my distinguished colleague and 
friend from Louisiana (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER). 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

All along the gulf coast, there are 
many communities hundreds of miles 
from the edge of the water, commu-
nities that are filled with families that, 
for generation after generation, have 
produced the workers that are required 
to produce gas and oil in the gulf re-
gion. Some of those workers leave 
home for periods of 7 days, 14 days, per-
haps 21 days before coming home. 
Sadly, some never return home. Fami-
lies can’t be prepared for losing those 
loved ones, and for that, our hearts and 
prayers go out in this resolution. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CAO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 min-
utes to my distinguished colleague 
from the State of Louisiana (Mr. SCA-
LISE). 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague from New Orleans for 
yielding. 

This is a sad time for those of us 
from south Louisiana. It’s a sad time 
especially as we look at what’s hap-

pening every day as more oil gushes 
into our marshland, our valuable, frag-
ile ecosystem. But if there is anything 
that eclipses the sadness we’re experi-
encing on the coast, it’s the loss of 
those 11 lives, the 11 brave men who 
died on that Horizon rig, and the fami-
lies that they left behind. So many of 
those young men left behind young 
children and wives who now have to 
cope with the loss and somehow find a 
way to move on. 

So our prayers go out to those who 
lost their lives, and their families who 
are continuing to experience the trag-
edy that we’re all so sorry for experi-
encing on the gulf coast. So it’s a sad 
time for all of us on the gulf coast, but 
we want to give a special pause for 
those who lost their lives and the 
young children and spouses that they 
leave behind. 

Mr. CAO. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 1347, which hon-
ors the lives of the 11 workers who were trag-
ically killed in the explosion on the Deepwater 
Horizon offshore oil platform off the coast of 
Louisiana. It also commends the rescue work-
ers who courageously responded to the explo-
sion. They showed tremendous strength by 
risking their lives to save those of others. 

I thank Chairman TOWNS for his leadership 
in bringing this bill to the floor. I also thank the 
sponsor of this legislation, Congressman 
MELANCON, for honoring the individuals who 
lost their lives in the explosion. In addition, I 
would like to commend the Congressman for 
his commitment to serving the people of South 
Louisiana and promoting the interests of the 
Gulf Coast region throughout the many chal-
lenges it faces. Congressman MELANCON is a 
champion of South Louisiana’s hard-working 
people, ecologically unique coastal environ-
ment, and nationally cherished culture. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to the fami-
lies and friends of the 11 individuals who 
passed away in the explosion. I know that 
they will be missed by their neighbors, friends, 
and coworkers, but most of all by their fami-
lies, who will mourn their loss more than we 
can imagine. The men who passed away on 
April 20, 2010, were loving husbands, sons, 
and brothers. We must offer our support and 
care to their families in this time of need. 

Hopefully, this tragic event can serve as a 
poignant reminder of the need for strong regu-
lations and workplace protections in the off-
shore oil and gas industry. Measures must be 
put in place to ensure that a disaster of this 
kind never happens again. Offshore oil and 
gas exploration is a line of work that inevitably 
carries personal safety risks. However, with 
frequent safety checks, more stringent regula-
tions, and the implementation of the most 
modern technologies, we can mitigate these 
risks and promote the safety and wellbeing of 
all workers in the industry. 

In addition to the tragic human cost of the 
explosion, the resulting oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico continues to pollute and degrade the 
vital ecosystems in the Gulf and the sur-
rounding coastal regions. We are only begin-
ning to feel the massive environmental toll of 

the spill, which is likely to devastate an envi-
ronment that is the backbone of the South 
Louisiana economy and on which thousands 
of individuals depend for their livelihood. We 
must stand in solidarity with the people of the 
Gulf Coast region. We must work to limit the 
impact of the spill, clean up the damage that 
has already been done, and hold the 
responsibile parties accountable. The costal 
environment and culture of south Louisiana 
are national treasures. We must work day and 
night to ensure that the damage endured is 
not irreparable. 

Again, I extend my deepest condolences to 
the family of the individuals who were trag-
ically killed in the explosion. The thoughts of 
our Nation are with them as they grieve the 
loss of their loved ones. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting H. Res. 1347. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I encour-
age my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H. Res. 1347, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SPEIER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1347. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1045 

SUPPORTING RV CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION MONTH 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1073) supporting the 
goals and ideals of RV Centennial Cele-
bration Month to recognize and honor 
100 years of the enjoyment of rec-
reational vehicles in the United States. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1073 

Whereas 1910 marks the first year of mass- 
produced, manufactured, motorized campers 
and camping trailers; 

Whereas 1 in 12 households in the United 
States owns a recreational vehicle, and over 
30,000,000 recreational vehicle enthusiasts 
take part in this affordable and environ-
mentally friendly form of vacationing; 

Whereas recreational vehicle vacations 
allow families in the United States to build 
stronger relationships, explore the great out-
doors, and take part in healthy activities; 

Whereas this homegrown industry, includ-
ing recreational vehicle manufacturers, sup-
pliers, dealers, and campgrounds, employs 
hundreds of thousands of people in the Na-
tion in good-paying jobs across all 50 States; 

Whereas recreational vehicles offer the 
freedom, comfort, and flexibility to see all 
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parts of the United States, from historic 
landmarks and national parks to local camp-
grounds and sporting events; and 

Whereas the 100th anniversary of the intro-
duction of the recreational vehicle into the 
United States marketplace will be celebrated 
June 7, 2010, at the RV/MH Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Elkhart, Indiana: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of RV Cen-
tennial Celebration Month to recognize and 
honor 100 years of enjoyment of recreational 
vehicles in the United States; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to celebrate this anniversary by tak-
ing part in recreational vehicle vacations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CAO) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SPEIER. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 

Res. 1073, a measure supporting the 
goals and ideals of RV Centennial Cele-
bration Month. 

This measure was introduced by my 
colleague, the gentleman from Indiana, 
Representative JOE DONNELLY, on Feb-
ruary 4 of this year. It was referred to 
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, which waived consid-
eration of the measure to expedite its 
consideration on the House floor today. 
The measure enjoys the support of over 
50 Members of the House. 

Mr. Speaker, RVing is one of the 
great American traditions in travel. 
The 30 million Americans who regu-
larly vacation via their recreational 
vehicles get to travel far and wide 
around our country, exploring our ma-
jestic landscapes, our national and 
State parks, and taking part in a 
healthy, outdoor activity. RVs help 
them do so at a price affordable to fam-
ilies. There are destinations for RVing 
across our 50 States, and we can all 
agree that we’d love for more Ameri-
cans to visit the places we are most 
proud of in our communities. 

For instance, I’d like for the RVing 
community to come and set their eyes 
on the Golden Gate Bridge, on the 
cable cars, on the Golden Gate Na-
tional Recreation Area, or on the San 
Francisco Bay Estuary. 

RVs make exploring our great coun-
try a practical option for many fami-
lies. The first RVs came into mass pro-
duction 100 years ago this June. Let us 
now take time to mark that significant 
moment in American history by sup-
porting this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CAO. I yield myself such time as 

I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of House Resolution 1073, supporting 
the goals and ideals of RV Centennial 
Celebration Month, to recognize and 
honor 100 years of enjoyment of rec-
reational vehicles in the United States. 

Since 1910, when the first mass-pro-
duced, manufactured, motorized camp-
ers appeared, people in recreational ve-
hicles still set out to see the country 
and to enjoy the life of the open road. 
RVs have steadily gained popularity 
over the past 100 years. Today, over 30 
million recreational vehicle enthu-
siasts enjoy this pleasant way to vaca-
tion. Recreational vehicles offer a way 
for families to experience all kinds of 
outdoor activities, especially in our na-
tional parks, lakes and oceans. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans ben-
efit from this industry, including rec-
reational vehicle manufacturers, deal-
ers and RV campground employees 
across the United States. 

It is the freedom to share the excite-
ment of exploring historical land-
marks, of attending sporting events, 
and of engaging in family camping that 
explains the appeal of an RV for so 
many of our citizens. 

On June 7, 2010, we will have the op-
portunity to celebrate the introduction 
of the recreational vehicle in the 
United States in Elkhart, Indiana, 
where the RV/MH Hall of Fame resides. 
This centennial is found to be a nos-
talgic celebration of the freedom and 
enjoyment that RVs have brought to so 
many Americans in the last 100 years. 
I support the passage of this resolu-
tion. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. DON-
NELLY). 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Mr. 
Speaker, today I rise in strong support 
of House Resolution 1073, a bipartisan 
resolution recognizing and supporting 
the goals of RV Centennial Celebration 
Month in June 2010. 

The first mass-produced, manufac-
tured, motorized campers and camping 
trailers appeared in the American mar-
ketplace for commercial sale in 1910. 
This resolution seeks to honor and 
commemorate America’s 100 years of 
enjoyment of RVs. It also offers an op-
portunity to recognize the workers who 
make RVs, the entrepreneurs who 
started these companies and whose pas-
sion has created jobs and opportunity 
for so many people and to recognize the 
homegrown industry that has devel-
oped to support this great American 
pastime and to provide good-paying 
jobs for thousands of families. 

I have the privilege of representing a 
large portion of the RV industry. It is 
crucial to northern Indiana’s economy. 
RV manufacturing has long been a 

major economic driver in places like 
Elkhart by directly employing thou-
sands of people in the RV plants and 
thousands more in suppliers’ factories, 
not to mention its contributions to the 
local municipal tax base. 

The economic importance of RVs and 
camping extends well beyond my dis-
trict, of course—to the entire United 
States. RV manufacturing is big busi-
ness in Oregon, Iowa and elsewhere. 
Camping and RV tourism pump mil-
lions into our parks and vacation des-
tinations each and every year. For a 
century, through war and peace, booms 
and busts and technological fads, RVs 
have been a mainstay of American 
highways, campgrounds, sporting 
events, and driveways. 

The RV lifestyle is still going strong. 
Today, one in 12 American households 
owns an RV, and over 30 million RVers 
take part in this affordable and envi-
ronmentally friendly form of vaca-
tioning each year. We all represent 
families who own RVs and who enjoy 
the freedom of travel and of the family 
adventure they provide. Despite the 
economic ups and downs, RVs allow 
families an affordable way to travel 
and to explore this country’s amazing 
natural resources. 

This year, the RVing community will 
celebrate their centennial with a series 
of events which will culminate a 100th 
anniversary party hosted on June 7 at 
the RV Hall of Fame in Elkhart, Indi-
ana. This resolution to recognize June 
2010 as RV Centennial Celebration 
Month provides a fitting endorsement 
of the 100-year journey of a uniquely 
American product. This resolution en-
joys the support of over 50 bipartisan 
cosponsors. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution and pass House Resolution 
1073. 

Mr. CAO. I just want to let the gen-
tleman from Indiana know that I grew 
up in Goshen, Indiana, which is about 
20 miles from Elkhart; so I know how 
important the RV industry is to that 
area. 

Mr. Speaker, with that being said, I 
would like to ask that all RV owners 
please spend some time and drive down 
to Louisiana, especially to New Orle-
ans. We have the best restaurants in 
the world, the best seafood, and our 
culture is unequaled. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, again, I 

would like to urge my colleagues to 
support this measure honoring the 100 
years that RVs have been in produc-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SPEIER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1073. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
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rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ISRAEL ON 
OECD MEMBERSHIP 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1391) congratulating 
Israel for its accession to membership 
in the Organization for Economic Co- 
operation and Development, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1391 

Whereas Israel first sent an observer dele-
gation to the Organization for Economic Co- 
operation and Development (OECD) in 1994, 
and first began actively seeking to join the 
OECD in 2000, when it met the OECD’s mem-
bership requirements relating to industrial 
and per-capita product criteria; 

Whereas in May 2006, the OECD adopted in 
full the Report by the Working Party on the 
Implications of Future Enlargement on 
OECD Governance, stating that expanding 
membership is vital to the organization; 

Whereas Israel has been the most active 
nonmember country in the OECD, is a mem-
ber, observer, or ad hoc observer in dozens of 
working bodies, is party to various OECD 
declarations, and is already in compliance 
with multiple OECD standards; 

Whereas Israel’s tax burden, encompassing 
income and property taxes, customs duties, 
value-added taxes, and national insurance, is 
much lower than in most OECD member 
states; 

Whereas the World Bank ranks Israel 
among the 30 countries in which it is easiest 
to do business, and ranks Israel as tied for 
fourth in ease of getting credit and tied for 
fifth in protection of investors; 

Whereas in 2010, the World Economic 
Forum ranked Israel 27th out of 133 coun-
tries in its Growth Competitiveness Index, 
and in particular ranked Israel third in qual-
ity of scientific research institutions, fourth 
in utility patents, fifth in strength of inves-
tor protection, fifth in the Forum’s legal 
rights index, seventh in life expectancy, 
ninth in innovation, 15th in financial market 
sophistication, 15th in availability of the lat-
est technologies, and 15th in judicial inde-
pendence; 

Whereas the World Economic Forum 
ranked Israel 28th out of 133 countries in its 
2009–2010 Networked Readiness Index and 
29th out of 121 in its 2009 Enabling Trade 
Index; 

Whereas Israel has carried out far-reaching 
economic reforms in recent years with re-
spect to taxes, labor, competition, capital 
markets, pension funds, energy, infrastruc-
tures, communications, transport, housing, 
and other fields, growing its private sector 
and streamlining its public sector; 

Whereas Israel is a world leader in science 
and technology and is home to the most 
high-technology start-up companies, sci-
entific publications, and research and devel-
opment spending per capita; 

Whereas membership in the OECD will 
likely strengthen the position of Israel in 
the global economy and within international 
financial institutions, solidify Israel’s tran-

sition from an emerging market to an ad-
vanced economy, and encourage increased 
foreign direct investment in Israel; 

Whereas Israel’s accession to membership 
in the OECD will strengthen the OECD be-
cause of Israel’s high living standards, free 
and stable markets, and commitment to de-
mocracy, human rights, and freedom; 

Whereas Israel’s economic and techno-
logical standing will likely benefit OECD 
member states in innovation, in research and 
development, and in the science and tech-
nology, including high-technology, sectors; 

Whereas Israel is a strong ally and friend 
of the United States and supports the United 
States in international organizations more 
consistently than any other country; 

Whereas, on November 8, 2005, the House of 
Representatives unanimously adopted H. 
Res. 38, and on May 3, 2007, the Senate by 
unanimous consent adopted S. Res. 188, in 
support of Israel’s accession to membership 
in the OECD; 

Whereas in May 2007, during the annual 
meeting of the OECD’s ministerial council, 
OECD member states invited Israel to open 
talks for accession to membership in that or-
ganization; 

Whereas the Secretary-General of the 
OECD, Angel Gurria, has supported Israel’s 
candidacy for accession to OECD member-
ship and worked to ensure that Israel’s can-
didacy was not politicized, and was judged by 
objective economic and democratic stand-
ards; 

Whereas the United States has supported 
Israel’s candidacy for accession to OECD 
membership; 

Whereas, on May 10, 2010, the 31 OECD 
member states unanimously agreed to invite 
Israel to become a member of that organiza-
tion, with the OECD noting in a statement 
that ‘‘Israel’s scientific and technological 
policies have produced outstanding outcomes 
on a world scale.’’; 

Whereas, on May 10, 2010, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu noted regard-
ing Israel’s accession to OECD membership 
that ‘‘Israel’s accession to the OECD has 
strategic importance for the process of posi-
tioning Israel’s economy as a developed and 
advanced economy, as well as in attracting 
international investments . . . There is still 
work to be done. We have done a great deal. 
We are doing a great deal; and we will do a 
great deal . . . so that we can be on the list 
of leading countries, among the 15 most ad-
vanced countries in the world. This goal is 
possible and it won’t take us too many years 
to accomplish.’’; 

Whereas Israel will be welcomed into the 
OECD during the annual meeting of that or-
ganization’s ministerial council on May 27, 
2010, and will fully accede to membership 
once it passes the requisite enacting legisla-
tion, a process that is likely to be completed 
within months; and 

Whereas Israel continues to pursue further 
opportunities to accede to membership or 
enhance its participation, as the case may 
be, in international forums: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates Israel for its accession to 
membership in the Organization for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD); 

(2) commends the 31 nations of the OECD, 
as well as OECD Secretary-General Angel 
Gurria, for recognizing Israel’s economic 
success as well as its commitment to the 
principles of democratic government and 
market economy by unanimously electing 
Israel to OECD membership; 

(3) recognizes the importance of the strong 
role played by the United States in Israel’s 
successful bid for accession to membership 
in the OECD; and 

(4) calls on responsible nations to support 
efforts by Israel to accede to membership or 
enhance its participation, as the case may 
be, in international forums. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Nevada. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Nevada? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BERKLEY. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of this resolution. Israel’s accession to 
the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development, a pres-
tigious group of the world’s most ad-
vanced economies, is a monumental 
achievement and is testimony to 
Israel’s remarkable economic success 
and diplomatic acumen. 

The unanimous decision by the 31 
member states of the OECD to accept 
Israel is a recognition of Israel’s eco-
nomic strength as well as of its democ-
racy and of its ability to contribute to 
the organization and to the world’s 
economy. 

Israel was one of the few economies 
in the world to have positive economic 
growth in the midst of last year’s glob-
al economic crisis, and it is expected to 
grow at least 3.5 percent in 2010. As a 
member of the OECD, Israel will be in 
an even better position to advance key 
economic sectors of its economy, in-
cluding technology, medicine and agri-
culture. This will prove beneficial, not 
only to the State of Israel but, as the 
record of Israeli entrepreneurial cre-
ativity attests, to the entire world. 

Mr. Speaker, Israel’s accession to the 
OECD is an important achievement for 
the State of Israel, and it also dem-
onstrates the importance of U.S. en-
gagement in multilateral organiza-
tions. Without the emphatic support of 
the Obama administration’s delegation 
to the OECD, Israel almost certainly 
would still be waiting at the organiza-
tion’s door, knocking to come in. 

I would like to congratulate and 
thank our OECD mission in Paris for 
their hard work. This strong team of 
diplomats worked tirelessly to support 
Israel’s OECD candidacy, and it duti-
fully ensured that Israel’s candidacy 
was not politicized and that it was 
judged by objective economic and 
democratic standards. 
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