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knowledge, Israel will be helping its neighbors 
and improving relationships with developing 
countries. Even before OECD acceptance, 
Israel astounded the world by arriving in Haiti 
with a high tech field hospital that was able to 
perform sophisticated procedures and save 
lives. 

With oil-producing nations hostile to it, and 
very little oil or gas of its own, Israel learned 
to become energy efficient, using solar power 
and other alternative fuels. With little land and 
few natural resources, Israel positioned itself 
at the cutting edge of technological innovation. 
Many of the technological innovations we take 
for granted, including instant messaging, secu-
rity firewalls, artificial stents, wireless computer 
chips, were developed in Israel. In 2010, the 
World Economic Forum ranked Israel 27th out 
of 133 countries in its Growth Competitiveness 
Index. Israel ranked third in quality of scientific 
research institutions, fourth in utility patents, 
seventh in life expectancy, ninth in innovation, 
15th in availability of the latest technologies. 
Israel leads the world in the number of high- 
technology start-up companies, scientific publi-
cations, and research and development 
spending per capita. 

Acceptance in the OECD is a mark of mem-
ber nations’ respect for Israel’s economic 
progress, and it will help Israel attract foreign 
investors and develop its markets. Member-
ship will enhance Israel’s status in the world 
and will enhance its participation in other inter-
national bodies. It is no secret that the Pales-
tinian Authority tried hard to deny Israel mem-
bership in the OECD precisely because they 
were concerned that OECD membership 
would enhance Israel’s reputation in the world 
and strengthen its ties with other nations 
around the globe. 

Mr. Speaker, Israel’s accession to the 
OECD is a remarkable achievement. I am 
pleased to join my colleagues in saluting 
Israel’s success and in expressing apprecia-
tion to the OECD members for their unani-
mous decision to accept Israel as a member. 
For all of the foregoing reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 1391. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 1391, a resolution congratu-
lating Israel on its accession to membership in 
the Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD). Membership in the 
OECD, which includes the United States and 
most of the nations in the European Union, 
will yield greater stability and security for 
Israel. However, like many Israelis, I believe 
that true long-term stability and security for 
Israel depends upon a peaceful relationship 
with its Palestinian neighbors. 

The OECD stated values include ‘‘a commit-
ment to pluralist democracy based on the rule 
of law and the respect of human rights.’’ As 
such, the body has a responsibility to ensure 
its members uphold and comply with those 
values. Absent from the debate on this resolu-
tion was the revelation that the economic data 
submitted to the OECD for membership in-
cluded Israeli citizens living in the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem, in violation of OECD’s 
own values and international law. 

The submission of this data did not thwart 
Israel’s acceptance into the OECD; however, 
continued illegal settlement building in the Oc-
cupied Territories and the debilitating blockade 

of Gaza does thwart Israel’s long-term secu-
rity. The acceptance into the OECD despite 
this data sends a signal to members of the 
international community that they can violate 
international law and be rewarded for it. Fur-
thermore, it threatens to undermine the fragile 
proximity talks facilitated by U.S. Special 
Envoy George Mitchell, as settlement building 
continues to be a main obstacle to progress. 

Stability is not secured solely through eco-
nomic growth. Anyone truly supportive of 
Israel must work with the Israeli government to 
bring it closer to a just and peaceful resolution 
with its Palestinian neighbors. I support a 
strong Israel. I believe that Israel’s position in 
the international community can be strength-
ened by a demonstrated commitment to 
human rights and international law. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to offer my congratulations to the 
state of Israel on its acceptance into the Orga-
nization for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment. This shows a great triumph for the 
country of Israel, and I congratulate them on 
their prestigious achievement. 

On May 10, the 31 states in the OECD 
unanimously agreed to invite Israel to become 
a member, noting the country’s ‘‘scientific and 
technological policies have produced out-
standing outcomes on a world scale.’’ On May 
27, Israel officially joined. 

The fact that Israel is now a member of the 
OECD is proof that, despite hardships and 
struggle, Israel has become a thriving and 
prosperous democracy. It has made important 
contributions in technology, medicine, agri-
culture and environmental innovation, world-
wide. I am proud to see that these contribu-
tions are being acknowledged. 

I also want to recognize President Obama 
and Secretary Clinton for their strong efforts 
ensure this happened. This victory for Israel is 
equally a victory for our country. 

Congratulations, too, to the participating 
countries in the OECD for their ability to see 
past the possible politicization of this offer. 
The OECD was responsible and fair in its as-
sessment of Israel’s qualifications, focusing on 
what matters: economic and democratic stand-
ards. 

But even as we stand here to recognize the 
Jewish State’s achievement, we must remem-
ber that Israel, one of our strongest and most 
consistent allies, still continues to face attacks 
from hostile neighbors and challenges in its 
dealings with the rest of the world. 

We must continue to be supportive allies to 
the Jewish State. Though Israel has made this 
significant advancement, threats still exist, and 
we must ensure that anti-Israel and anti-Se-
mitic sentiments do not dictate Israel’s viability 
as a strong, democratic nation. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. 
BERKLEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1391, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 10 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1745 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. RICHARDSON) at 5 o’clock 
and 45 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

House Resolution 1347, by the yeas 
and nays; 

House Resolution 1385, by the yeas 
and nays; 

House Resolution 1316, de novo; and 
House Resolution 1169, de novo. 
Remaining postponed votes will be 

taken later in the week. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

HONORING WORKERS WHO PER-
ISHED IN DEEPWATER HORIZON 
ACCIDENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1347, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SPEIER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1347. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 403, nays 0, 
not voting 28, as follows: 

[Roll No. 302] 

YEAS—403 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 

Adler (NJ) 
Akin 

Alexander 
Altmire 
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