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HONORING THE HUMAN LOSS AT 

DEEPWATER HORIZON 

HON. BILL CASSIDY 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 26, 2010 

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam Speaker, on April 20, 
Louisiana lost eleven fathers, husbands, broth-
ers, and sons at the Deepwater Horizon acci-
dent in the Gulf. Sorrow for their deaths is 
borne across our State. 

As we focus our energies on stopping the 
spill, it is important that we focus our prayers 
on the families who are grieving the loss of 
loved ones. We cannot lose sight of the fact 
that this incident began—and is—a painful 
human tragedy, and I am thankful for all of 
those in Louisiana who are consoling these 
families and providing comfort in their time of 
need. 

In mourning their loss, we should also rec-
ognize their contributions to Louisiana and the 
Nation. 

As this event makes painfully clear, energy 
security, even at home, is not won easily. The 
men and women who work on rigs and pipe-
lines endure long hours, tough conditions, and 
considerable risk to provide us with the energy 
our Nation needs to prosper. 

To all of those who make this sacrifice on 
the Nation’s behalf, thank you. And to the fam-
ilies who lost loved ones, our prayers are with 
you and we are here for you. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DELFINA 
TELLES 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 26, 2010 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Delfina Telles, former 
first lady of El Paso, Texas, who passed away 
on May 6, 2010 in Los Angeles, California at 
the age of 93. Delfina was a devoted wife and 
mother who was passionate about her com-
munity and work in public service. I am proud 
to pay tribute today to such a giving woman. 

Delfina was the wife of Raymond Telles, 
who served as El Paso’s first Hispanic Mayor 
from 1957–1961. Mr. Telles was also ap-
pointed as ambassador to Costa Rica by 
President Kennedy, during which time Delfina 
became active in civil affairs, including leading 
fundraising drives for a children’s hospital and 
a rehabilitation center for children with disabil-
ities in Costa Rica. 

Delfina is recognized and remembered for 
her commitment to non-profit organizations 
and charity work. She worked tirelessly on be-
half of such organizations as the March of 
Dimes, was co-chairperson of the annual 
Easter Seal Drive for El Paso’s Cerebral Palsy 
Treatment Center, served on the Pan-Amer-
ican Round Table and the Woman’s Auxiliary 
of Providence Memorial Hospital, and was a 
director of the Chamber of Commerce Wom-
en’s Department. She is also recognized for 
her work with the American Red Cross, the 
American Cancer Society, and Community 

Chest. She was also appointed to the Defense 
Department’s Advisory Committee on Women 
in the Service by President Nixon in 1974. 

Mrs. Telles is survived by her husband, 
Raymond; her daughters, Cynthia Telles of 
Los Angeles and Patricia Telles-Irvin of 
Gainesville, Fla.; two sisters, Ana Jones and 
Noemi Valenzuela of El Paso; and a brother, 
Jose Santos Navarro of San Jose, Calif. 

Delfina Telles was a truly kind-hearted 
woman whose selfless givings will forever 
leave a positive impact on the communities 
she touched. She will be greatly missed by 
her family, friends, and countless people who 
were blessed by her life of benevolence. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO ADDRESS IDENTITY THEFT 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 26, 2010 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce bipartisan legislation to 
strengthen the federal criminal laws punishing 
identity theft. 

Identity theft is a serious and growing threat. 
The Federal Trade Commission estimates that 
as many as 9 million Americans have their 
identities stolen each year. 

Identity thieves use identifying information 
such as a consumer’s Social Security number, 
credit card numbers, or other financial account 
information in order to conduct such fraud as 
opening up new credit cards and gaining ac-
cess to bank accounts. The ramifications can 
be financially disastrous for citizens and can 
be extremely difficult to resolve. We must 
crack down hard on these criminals. 

The fear of identity theft is also consistently 
cited as a reason many Americans are cau-
tious about engaging in more transactions on-
line. This is unfortunate because of the mul-
titude of ways the Internet can help con-
sumers shop, do business and communicate 
efficiently and at low cost. 

The United States has many federal stat-
utes targeting identity theft. However, some of 
these laws were weakened by a recent Su-
preme Court case. 

18 USC 1028 and 1028A contain criminal 
punishments for certain identity theft violations 
when those violations are in connection with 
other federal crimes and state felonies. In 
2009, the Supreme Court ruled that the lan-
guage of those federal statutes require not 
only that the criminal use the identification 
documents of another person, but also that 
the criminal knew the documents were those 
of another actual person. 

The context of that case was that an illegal 
alien had given an employer counterfeit social 
security and alien registration cards containing 
his name but the identification numbers of 
other individuals. He was charged with two im-
migration offenses as well as aggravated iden-
tity theft. The Supreme Court overturned the 
conviction on the aggravated identity theft 
count explaining that the language of the rel-
evant statutes required prosecutors to prove 
not only that the defendant used identity docu-
ments that were not his own, but also that the 

defendant knew the identity documents were 
those of another actual person. 

Identity theft occurs when someone inten-
tionally and unlawfully uses identity documents 
that are not his own. Our federal statutes 
should reflect this reality. 

Today, I am introducing legislation to amend 
these federal statutes to make clear that when 
an identity thief intentionally and unlawfully 
uses identity documents that are not his own, 
prosecutors do not need to show that the 
criminal also knew that the identity documents 
were those of another actual person. 

This clarification will help prosecutors put 
identity thieves behind bars and will help safe-
guard American citizens from identity-related 
crimes. I urge the Members of the House to 
support this bipartisan legislation. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN DON GRIGG 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 26, 2010 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a good man who left this world much 
too soon. On May 7, 2010, our State and Na-
tion lost a great patriot when decorated Viet-
nam War veteran, tireless veterans advocate 
and long-time congressional staffer Captain 
Don Grigg died at the Veterans Affairs Hos-
pital in Little Rock. He was 71 years old. 

Captain Don Grigg was a proud Arkansan 
and an even prouder American. I had the 
privilege and honor to know and work along-
side Captain Grigg for the last 10 years and 
I am a better person for having done so. 

There are few men in America like Captain 
Grigg. He was a true American hero, relent-
less veterans advocate, dedicated public serv-
ant with strong morals and an even stronger 
personality. With his passing, America has lost 
one of its biggest fans and veterans have lost 
one of their staunchest supporters. 

Captain Grigg served this country with brav-
ery and honor in both the U.S. Marine Corps 
and the Army. He fought in the Vietnam War, 
earning a Silver Star for gallantry in action, a 
Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts for injuries 
he sustained in the line of duty. 

Captain Grigg has served veterans in Ar-
kansas for many years in a number of capac-
ities, including as a congressional aide to both 
former U.S. Congressman Jay Dickey and my-
self. Most recently, he served the people of 
Arkansas’s Fourth Congressional District as 
senior district aide for military and veteran af-
fairs in our Pine Bluff office. In this role, he 
worked around the clock to help veterans cut 
through the red tape and get the benefits they 
deserved. And, he was never shy about get-
ting the information and help these veterans 
sought. When Don Grigg called, the VA office 
answered. 

In 2008, Governor Mike Beebe appointed 
Captain Grigg to the Governor’s Commission 
on Veterans Affairs. Captain Grigg was also 
one of the originators of the Arkansas Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial and served on its execu-
tive committee, overseeing the memorial’s de-
sign and construction. And, for more than 15 
years, Captain Grigg served as the Coordi-
nator of the Vietnam Veterans Leadership Pro-
gram of the Southeast Arkansas Economic 
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