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of protecting life. It was an indefen-
sible crime and an incomprehensible 
excuse. 

Just as despicable as Dr. Tiller’s 
death was the fact that his murder 
wasn’t an isolated incident. It wasn’t 
even the first time someone tried to 
kill him. His clinic was bombed in 1985. 
He was shot twice in 1993. Over the 
next 16 years, 7 clinic workers would be 
killed before Dr. Tiller would become 
the eighth murder victim. More than 
6,000 other acts of violence have been 
launched at clinics and their workers— 
bombings, arsons, assaults, and other 
attacks. One of the things they do is go 
into one of these clinics and throw acid 
all over and make the building not hab-
itable. 

The last doctor killed before Dr. Till-
er was a husband and father from Buf-
falo named Barnett Slepian. He was an 
OB/GYN, who also helped poor women 
access safe, legal abortions. Because of 
that, he was murdered in his home, in 
his kitchen—standing in his kitchen, 
he was shot through the window with a 
high-powered rifle and murdered. I 
didn’t personally know Dr. Slepian, but 
I knew his niece. She came from Reno, 
NV, and she once worked in my office. 
She worked as a legislative assistant 
and a speechwriter. Her name is Aman-
da Robb. She is now an accomplished 
writer living in the Presiding Officer’s 
State of New York. As life is so unpre-
dictable and so unusual, I worked on 
the speech last night, and to the person 
helping me, Stephen Krupin, I said, 
‘‘We are going to talk about Dr. 
Slepian, whose niece worked for me. 
And she is here in Washington today— 
just out of nowhere. I have a gathering 
every Thursday morning, and I will be 
darned, Amanda Robb showed up, 
which is so unusual. I was so glad to 
see her. She was a great personality 
and someone I will always remember 
having worked for me. 

The tragedy of Dr. Tiller’s death and 
of Dr. Slepian’s death—and of every 
atrocity like it—is independent of the 
issue of abortion. It is not about the le-
gality of abortion or the funding of it. 
These are emotional debates, and ones 
on which people of good faith can dis-
agree. 

What so shook that Kansas town was 
rather an act of terrorism. What rever-
berated out to our borders and coasts 
from the center of our country was the 
violation of our founding principle— 
that we are a nation of laws, not of 
men. 

Everyone in America has the right to 
disagree with its laws. Everyone has 
the right to dispute and protest its 
laws. But no American has a right to 
disobey the laws. 

Not all of us would choose Dr. 
Tiller’s profession or seek his services 
or agree with his philosophy or that of 
Dr. Slepian, but it is the responsibility 
of every American to respect another’s 
right to practice his profession legally. 

Those who believe in the sanctity of 
life cannot be selective. We must value 
every life—not just those with which 
we agree. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
later this morning, we will have some 
important votes related to national se-
curity. Passage of the defense portion 
of the supplemental will fund the surge 
forces in Afghanistan and our ongoing 
military efforts in Iraq. 

Thanks to the McChrystal strategy, 
American forces have already brought 
a lot of pressure on the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan. We need to keep that pres-
sure up if this counterinsurgency strat-
egy is to succeed, and it must. 

This is why I encourage all Members 
to vote against the Feingold amend-
ment, which calls for a plan of with-
drawal of the forces from Afghanistan. 
When it comes to funding our oper-
ations in Iraq, we must be committed 
to providing the assistance and forces 
necessary to provide security as the 
Iraqis work to form a new government. 

We will also have votes related to the 
security of our borders. This is clearly 
a very pressing issue. We should re-
spond with the urgency that the situa-
tion demands and the unity that Amer-
icans expect on matters of national se-
curity. 

In these days of economic uncer-
tainty, Americans are watching the 
Senate very closely. The $13 trillion 
national debt has concentrated a lot of 
minds on what we are doing here. Some 
have tried to defend the extenders bill 
and the nearly $100 billion it would add 
to the debt. I think most Americans 
would say the real emergency here is 
the $13 trillion debt. Even some Demo-
crats seem to agree with me. That is 
why we are seeing a quiet revolt over 
in the House on this bill. We must do 
something about our debt. 

On the oilspill, there appears to be 
some good news this morning. We hope 
what we are hearing proves to be true. 
Americans are eager to hear what the 
President has to say this afternoon. 
More important, they are eager to see 
what the administration plans to do. 
But for now, we are all hoping that the 
efforts to stop this leak are sustained. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

MAKING EMERGENCY SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2010 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume conversation H.R. 
4899, which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4899) making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for emergency dis-
aster relief and summer jobs for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other 
purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid amendment No. 4174, to provide col-

lective bargaining rights for public safety of-
ficers employed by States or their political 
subdivisions. 

Sessions/McCaskill amendment No. 4173, to 
establish 3-year discretionary spending caps. 

Wyden/Grassley amendment No. 4183, to es-
tablish as a standing order of the Senate 
that a Senator publicly disclose a notice of 
intent to objecting to any measure or mat-
ter. 

Feingold amendment No. 4204, to require a 
plan for safe, orderly, and expeditious rede-
ployment of the United States Armed Forces 
from Afghanistan. 

McCain amendment No. 4214, to provide for 
the National Guard support to secure the 
southern land border of the United States. 

Cornyn modified amendment No. 4202, to 
make appropriations to improve border secu-
rity, with an offset from unobligated appro-
priations under division A of Public Law 111– 
5. 

Lautenberg modified amendment No. 4175, 
to provide that parties responsible for the 
Deepwater Horizon oilspill in the Gulf of 
Mexico shall reimburse the general fund of 
the Treasury for costs incurred in responding 
to that oil spill. 

Cardin amendment No. 4191, to prohibit the 
use of funds for leasing activities in certain 
areas of the Outer Continental Shelf. 

Kyl/McCain modified amendment No. 4228 
(to amendment No. 4202), to appropriate 
$200,000,000 to increase resources for the De-
partment of Justice and the Judiciary to ad-
dress illegal crossings of the Southwest bor-
der, with an offset. 

Coburn/McCain amendment No. 4232, to 
pay for the costs of supplemental spending 
by reducing Congress’s own budget and dis-
posing of unneeded Federal property and un-
committed Federal funds. 

Coburn/McCain modified amendment No. 
4231, to pay for the costs of supplemental 
spending by reducing waste, inefficiency, and 
unnecessary spending within the Federal 
Government. 

Landrieu/Cochran amendment No. 4179, to 
allow the Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration to create or save jobs by 
providing interest relief on certain out-
standing disaster loans relating to damage 
caused by the 2005 gulf coast hurricanes or 
the 2008 gulf coast hurricanes. 

Landrieu amendment No. 4180, to defer 
payments of principal and interest on dis-
aster loans relating to the Deepwater Hori-
zon oilspill. 

Landrieu modified amendment No. 4184, to 
require the Secretary of the Army to maxi-
mize the placement of dredged material 
available from maintenance dredging of ex-
isting navigation channels to mitigate the 
impacts of the Deepwater Horizon oilspill in 
the Gulf of Mexico at full Federal expense. 

Landrieu amendment No. 4213, to provide 
authority to the Secretary of the Interior to 
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